
ENGLIERi LAw REPORTS DIGEST.

particulariy when it may happen, as bas often
happened before, that one of the Judges may
be incapacitated from business by sickness or
other causes, and we ail feel that such a con-
tingeucy is flot improbable with the amount
of labour they have te undergo. Again, each
petition xviii absorb at ieast two if flot more of
Ythe ieading counisel, and this will take from
Term business (if, as is probable there Nviil be,'
tbree trials going on at once), from six te, ten
of those wbom clients depend upon iu a most
:important part of t'hair suits. 0f course this
is ail written on tbe supposition tbat such an
arrangement is contempleted, wbich may not
be the case. Nor do we entîcipate that the
Judges will take any course but the most
advisabie under ail the circumstances.

Tbcre are noxv eighteen petitions presented,
and the trials xvili take a long time. In one
case it is said that tbere wîli be nearly two
bnndred witnesses on ccl side, thougli this
may be doubted. The consideration of these
matters points to the oft repeated suggestions
that the number of Judges migbt with advan-
tage be increased. M5r. Daiton's eppointmcnt
was a great relief, but if there is to be any-
tbing of a periodical crop of eioctien petitions
an addition will be a necessity. If Mr. Dalton
was given fuil pOxvers as a Judge by tbe
Dominion Government ail that is et present
required would be gained. We trust tise
executive wili relieve the Judges from a great
deal of manuai labour in these cases, and save
much of their valuable time by empioyîng
for tbem, short-liand reporters, as is done in
,England.

ENGLISH- LAW REPORTS DIGEST.

Thora seems to be but one opinion as to the
value of the Digest cf tbe Law Reports. The
Sol icitors' Journal says, "l t is next to im-
possible to flnd any thing in it." A corres-
pondent of the English Law Journal thus
féeingly speaks on tbe subject-

" I have often occasion to refer to this book as
well as other digests; cul se unskifuiiy la the
Canneille booke executed, that I fiud the booki a
perfect nuisance and source of irritation. The
thing is a chaos. The authors in preparing it
eeem to have iabonred under a complets derange-
ment of legal ideas of order. Wbeni I refer to
tbis 'Digest' I cin seldom find the subjeet I want
without flrst looking under several beade. I will
gîTe iny lest exanîple. A client asked my advice

on a dlaim lic bad against a person who bcd s ild
bim. the geodwill of a trading business, and w ho
lied misrepresented the extent of his tr'sde as
being greater than it really was. 1 bove the
La2w ournael Digests, lerrison's, Fisber's, E vans',
and thet issued by tise Council, which ynuil
was the first 1 ceuld lay my band upon. 1 look-
ed at the word 'Deceit,' wbere I found nfflciirg'
to the point, and indeed only eue case noted,
nasnely, ' Action ageinet company for. See Cen-
tract for Shores!' I turned to " Fraudulent -Mis-
representation,' and found only one case (also net
to my purpose), nemely, ' Measure of Dainae,'
being a case of a cow wbicli xvas not free frons
infections disease. I referred to 'Faise Repre-
sentation,' wbere, again, I . found one case onix,
being one as te 'Effect of Baukruptcy upon 1lssý',ig
of Action for.' I iolced for ' Cas(e,' but tbere
was no such titie. At lest I iooked for ' ood-
wiil,' and probabiy yon mey say 'Why ou earth
did you not loolifor 'lGoodwiif' nt firLat?' I cau
only reply, that wlien I learned nay busiesý,
digeste were arranged under regular lieads, sncbh
as I bave mentioned above, sud I suppose by long
habit and association of ideas my tbouglits na rs!i
themselves after the same maener; aed thcrefure
fromn habit I pursued my researclies in the w ay 1
bave indiceted; and, mereever, aithough i y
elient's business related te ' Goodwiil,' tlie ques-
tiens in my mmid miglit just as weli bave related
to 'Good Digest,' or gond enytbing cisc.

1'After cil, Mr. Editer, yen muet net ceudeurn
my method of looking out cases; fer when 1 look-
cd at ' Geedwill,' tise 'Digest' referred nie to
'Sale of Coodwill.' and, on referring te the last-
mentioned titie, I found eue case nuted, -ghich.
se fer as the 'Digest' informe us, did net decide
any peint releting te geedwill."

Lu fact the system adopted, if sucb it couid
ho calied, is te put cases under titles wbcrc a
icyman migbt look fer tliem, but a lewycr
nover. The Law Reports, thsougb admirable
in their way, bave their defects, especialiy as
te the digests, and it yet romains te ho preved
that tbey are entitled from. their excellence te
supersede, whicli as yet they have by no
means donc, tlie excellent reports given in tbe
volumes of reports pnblisbed in connection
witli sncb publications as the Law Timecs, the
,Solicitors' Journal, a-id the Law Journal.

The Assize business througliout the countrx-
bas beau liglit se far, patrtly owing to th-,
general prospority, and partly te the electioia
h avi* disturbed thec current of litigation.
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