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Let ail our Presbyteries get to worlc in
the same ways, and the flrst great stop -%vill
liave been talcen toward a successful year
of augmentation effort. Our people are
sure to follow %vlien our' Presbyterios lead.

R. CAMPBELL, Convener.

IZENFitEW, lOtil Atug., 1897.

A FRENCH COLPORr"EUJR'S EXPERI
ENCES DUIRING JU-NE, 18F97.

For the REC.n.

1 visited ail the above mentioned districts
andi also several outlying places belonging
to otlher municipalities. Everywhere I have
met souls re.ady to receive the Word of God
witlî joy, and othiers who c.ast it from them,
lcoking upon it as something now and flot
to bc received.

I went into a bouse at St. -, and
was very cordially received, although the
curc was presont. I politely asked the wvo-
nman of the house if she wishoe. to purchase
the Word of God, the Bible. "Â'%nd by whom
bas your Bible been approved' she replied.
I showed lier the approbation of the Bishop
of the Roman Catbolic Church and requested
bei' to be good enougb to ask tbe opinion
of the cure.

The latter, a mn of abouit thirty years
of age, did flot inove; but took the book
and thon returnod it to, the woman, saying
to lier that it wvas a very good book, but
that slie had flot the right to read it.

A lively discussion ensued, during whieh
he was frank enough to, say that evorybody
had the right to road the Testament of our
Hleavenly Father. This led us on to spoak
of other dogmas of the Churcbi of Rome,
and the discussion lnsted upwards of two
bours.

After hoe bad gone, the woman kindly in-
vited me to tako a moal witi bier, after
which 1 had the privilegeo0f praying with
tbem and of leaving witb hor a copy of
God's Word.

it was soon noisod abroad i» the -village
that a Swiss was passing tbrougb and selI-
inig bad books, so that i was rathor rougbly
receivod in tho rost o! the village. Nover-
tbeless, I continued my w,'ay with joyful
licart. stimulatod more and more to do tboj
Mastor's work.

I visited St. - last week. and sold
a couple of New Testaments. The people
are very obstinate and kicked me out a few
times. Some say thoy have no money and
that the priest forbids the reading o! such
books.

At S_ I exporiencod mucb difficulty
upon entering Into the first bouse. The
fpthor of the fqmily, a little old man.
dry and wrinklod, took the book wlîicb 1

offered, oponed it and read a few linos and
thon, abruptly closing it, threw it~ on the
table, and began to, abuse vigorously these
Swiss wlîo run about the country seliing
bad books.

I toolc Up the book and tried to say some
kind wvords to, the old gentleman, and went
on my way saddened at hNiart to thinik that
the people are kept ini suchi a state of ig-
norance.

ID the next bouses 1 -%as roceived very
poilitely and liad the pleasure of reading
some portions of Seripture with the people.

It is plain thiat some of the people are
getting very weary o! the degradation in
whlui they are held. There is a thirst for
instruction, and their thoughits tond t)wvards
a ilîihr state of things, but the hand whicb
holds themi is of iron. In such conditions
iprogress must be ver3' slow.

1 hiave been greatly surprised, too, at
meeting mnny wlio eall themselves Roman
Catholie and declare that thoy do not believe
iyi sucb and sucli a doctrine of the Church.
W len I have said to them, "How can you
î.ractrico these doctrines if you do flot bo-
levte theni?" "Ah, very well, youl sec we
must do as others do, and witb that they
r.ink Into silence and wvisb to spoak no
ftirther. They are afraid of the opinion of
thoir friends and neighbors and perhaps o!
losing their wvorldly goods.

i wcnt into a poor-looking bouse at St.
,and asked the father if be-wishod to

procure a copy of the Word o! God. Ile
cou id flot rond, but the mothor took the
b.jok and examined it. ",Ah," said she, "'it's
thc Bible tlîat yon are selling. The cure
forbids us to read it, and ordered us to put
you out if youi came, saying that you are
Lad people."

"«Thon," said 1. "the cure doos not know
thiat, the good Lord teaches lis tû do good to
oiir onomies and bless thiose that curse us."

Thiat appoared to sur-prise bier and tbe
liusband exclaimed, "Thiat's thie trutb." Little
by little I gained their attention, and after
a good baîf-bour I asked again if tboy did
not wish to buy thîis Bible so much despised
by the cure. The busband and wife lookod
at each othor for a moment and said, 'it
wilM be whon you pass «igin.'

I left them, but wvas scarcely two acres
froin the house when lie ran after me to
buy the book-myr heart rejoicod tbat the
Lord lîad put the desire into, the hoaî'ts o!
these people to read the Book.

I passed the nigbt in the home of another
Roman Catholie, wbo is vory mucb opposed
to Protostantism. There I read a few chiap-
tors, which they found se, beautiful tbat.
they bougbt the book at once. "Wo cannot
read,' said tbe mother to, me, 'but we have
a neice wbo can. and she comos hiore o!ten,
and wve will have bier read."

I am joyfully «pursuing mv work in tbe
hope that God will bloss it."
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