
Iîî* Or'î;w. NAi'URALIST.

Excursion No. 1.-As amiouinced, thîe first field day of the
O.F.N. Club for the season of 1895 was lield on Saturday, i8fli May.
It has generally heen fouvd that the country lying immiediately south
of the first range of the L.aurentides shiows thie effeets of advancing
spring earlier thian any otiier portion of the O/iawai dij/rie/ and conse.
quently somie point iii that neighibourhood lias always been in favour fur
the May excursion.

T1his year Chelsea %vas chosen. A special train on the Otteiva iind
Gatineau Railway, starting at 1.30 p.nî., carried nearly 200 mnembers of
the club and thieir friends. B3y invitation there were present several
mienebrs of thie R\»oya-l Society of Canada, tlie annual meeting of mwhicli
hiad closed on tue preceding day, as well as a large contingent of the
OttaNwa Camnera. Club and of the students of thie Provincial Normal
Scliool. Upon reaching Chelsea, about 2 o'clock, tlîe pai ty, as uisual,
divided into several sections, eachi accompanying its own leader to th-e
point of greatest interest in sorue f.îvourite brandi of natural liistory.
The Geological section under D)r. E. %V EAs visited Old Chelsea and
a mica mine on the tuntain side above that little village. 'l'le
Botanical and lîoooic sections under MIr. jas. Fletcher aiid MIr.
W. Hi. 1-larrington took the wvoods iii the direction of the Gatineau,
wlîile the rocky gorge of that river andl the picturesque ra1)ids above
.Nlessms (;ilmnour & Hugh1son's milîs attracted inost of ilie miembers of
the Gainera Club.

Everywhere, vegetation, everi thie native plants and trees, sliowed
uinmistakable signs of liavingf sufférecl fromi the recent severe frosts,
folloving tue treacherously wari spell of tue rti to tlîe i i th Niay.

'l'lie alternoon, tlîougi l)reczy, %vas l)leasant ;but t n nfort unately
the lîour set aside for tlie examinatioti and remnarks of thîe leaders uipon
tlie specimiens collected %vas mairred by a sli-glt rainstorm. M\Lny of
the pirt>' sought the shelter of ilie cars, but a fait- audience braved the
wveatler on thie open îlatform) of thie station, wvhere shiort addresses
ivere delivered 1», 1)r A. R. C Selwvyn, l)resideiit of tlîe Royal Society,
Prof. C;oodwvin, of (2iueen's University, andl Mr. Kane, of q.t. Johin, 'N.B.

'l'lie botanical specimiens collected %vere then nanied and coin-
mîented up0fl by Mlessrs. R. 13. Whyte and .1. Ciraig, tlie insects by NI r.
jFletclier and the rocks and mineraIs hy LDr- Ells.

'lle party returned to Ottawa about 7 P.1n1.


