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CHAPTER II

On the 29th of March we took our leave of New York, and em-
barking on the Rochester, which, by reqson of its heing one of the
earliest steamers of the season, was excessively crowded, ascend-
ed the beaatiful Hudson as far as Albany, where, on the following
morning, we took the cars for Utica, The scenery along the village of
the Mohawk, through which we passed, was nof at that early season
of the year, when the air is bleak and the tree leafless, sufiiciently
developed to give it much claim to that chaiacter for loveliness
which has been ascribed to it by the gifted pen of the fist amonsg
Awmcrican authors, Couper; but fiom the graceinl windinas oi the
valley, the undulating hitls, or rather hillacks, which coctose it on
cither hand, and the picturesque and promvinent feame in which the
whole 15 set, it nas evident that it wanted hul the wlewing and
fatilizing influence of a summer cun €0 remder the lamdecope one of
extreme beaaty, Thusmuch for its charaster between Albany and
Schenectady. ~ From this latter piace to Utica the scenery asumes
a bolder characler, and in the vicinily of a hamlet called, most ap-
propri:ucly, Canajoharsic, ave exhivited features which, although far
ferior in mandeury in some Jdegice remind one of the mountain
passes in Spain.

Utica was the point of terminalion of the luvarious raii-road tra-
veling, and hiere 1 found that the real diflienlties of an American
spring 'ioumcy were fo commence. I had, as I have elewhete te-
marked, a good deal of baggase, and the coach which was to pro-
ceed to Symacuse—a distance of fifty miles throush (il was siated for
our comforl) the most exeerabile of roads—~was the only means by
which Lcould have it transposted.  Now, asonly a limited quantity
of «plunder?? was allowed fo cach passenger. there was wo aller-
native than to take as many placesin the coach as would pay fo the
extra baggage.  This T did, sl leaving one late case hehind, to
follow on the opening of the canal.  Fo ny dismay and sunise,
howevery I found thaty while my trinks and packages had heen
stowed away in every available parl of the coach, the full comple-
inent of passengers—nost of them fad and heavy men—were prepar-
ing to take their places with me. I remonctiated with the agent—
pointed oul to him the injustice of filling tire coach in this maaner,
after charging me for extia seats,and 1equested thaly if he peesisted
in forcirng these people upon me, he would at least 1cturn my money,
when T might avail mysclf of some other conveyance.  But I misht
as well have talked to the winds, “Lhe money was in bis pocket
and iy expastulation was ushecded,  Ile said he had overloaded
his coach with my additional ¢ hagzaze,® and that was his @ look
oul.?  Them gentlemen wanted to go on, and they mus{ zo “any
how,™ as well as e, while as for retuming the moncey, he #guessed?
he would do no such thing.

Findingiluseless to remonstrale, Tresigned mysell to my fate,and
enscancing mysclf in a coraer of the vehicle, wilh alivost every
hope of i taken from me by three of the <tont men whe sat on
the centre beneh, supported by w broad strap, that thampeit ever and
anon against my breasty I resolved (o preserve a sullen silonce, wniil
released from any purgatory. Bt this was not to he the penance of
afew hours, The reads, as had been truly enongh stated, were exe-
crable, even from the cominenceinent of the journey, and as nizht
approachel, they grew worse,  About midaixhly the misery of cur
position was at ils climax,  The drivery a feliow who hy the way
preserved the most extraordinary good mmour in the midst of <o
uch difficulty, was frequently, after the most wntising exertions of
guidance, compelled to stop in' the widdie of the oald, and exclaim
with an oath that he had got into an «alinighty fix,” for that amid

the mass of mud which surrounded kim, he conld not tell where the
track lay, “Thien declaring that he would go ¢“slick * through at all
hazanls, leaving his horses to find fncir own way, he would drag
us over incquaiilics that threatened at every instant 1 overtum the
coach, and what was wornse than the mere act of overturning, to bury
my unfottunaie baggove in the sea of mire through which we moved.
Finally, about two o’clock, we stuck fast, and’ no exertion of the
horses conld eatricate us.  ‘The diiver dismounted, and opening the
door of the vehirie, courfeonsly intimated that, unless the passengers
would get out and walk through the mud, there was no chance of
reaching Syvacuse antil the toads should begin to dry, for that his
horses were completely done up,  Cheerfully obeying his wish, the
whole of the men, with the exception of mysell instantly alighted.
1 was in no moed, after having paid for ny own and several eatre
places, to wade through deep and seemingly: interminabie mire, in «
nizht sodark that the driver could not, without straining his vision,
sec his leaders® hieads from his seaty and therefore determined not to
move. DMorcover, I bad no_inclination to abandon my baggage to
the tender mercics of one who might, for ought I knew, take it into
his head (o lighten the outside of the coach cvenas he had done the
iuside,

Relieved of this mass of human flesh, the jaded yet spirited
horses suceceded i eatricating the wheels of the vehiele ; and
the driver reswming his seaty went on tloundeting as before, yet
with the sane aluost undisiwbed gond luner, and wther leaving
the animals to pick their ovn road, thanto guide them, until again
we sank u a deep rut, from which 10 coaxing or whipping could
provail npon them 1o extricate their lurden. Our case was now
ong of seeming hopeiessness,and the ondy chance of relief we had
was that the approaciing dawn would shiew us to be inthe vicinity
of seme labitation, where assistance wmight be obtwined.  With
bitter annoyanee at my hean, ad moclothe e sort of feeling
with which a man takes « foreed cold bath inDecewmber, [opened
the door o the coneh, md, planging into the mud below, began to
grope Yy way in the direction of the dak line before me, which
i correctly assumed to be the whole breadth of the trachless road.
I had not proceedeld many yords, before, from increasing cold and
danpness inone ooty I detecied that 1 had lost one of iny India-
rubleer shees,  This was a wrievous deprivation at such a season,
and in ~uch aroad ; and satistied, by feeling, of my loss, I retrac-
ed my steps as well as I eould, making an ineflectual attempt 10
1ecover the lost tressuze.  But it was vaine  The ill-fated shoe
was bered fae beneath the surtace of the mud 5 and even if there
had been Jielt enough 1o have admilted of an examination, no
track could have been found of the foot which had deposited its
ontward covering far beneath. My hands were much soiled
in the fruitless search; and as 7 thought of Sir Francis Head and
his mud-covered hizh boots, T now fully comprehended the <en-
sible styfe of dress in which he had tavelled, and the difficulties
ta which e must have boen exposed. Giving up the shoe s is-
recoverable, Fagin tarned my back upon the horses, with the in-
tention of *woivy a-head 2 3 and had walked, as I thanght, much
more than mile, when the dawnine day revealed 1o me a rude
int on the rizhit of the road, and the shivering passengers arouped
around it= front, evidently waiting for the appearance of the ve-
hicle they had <o weently lizhtened. As the grey morming in-
creasedd in strength, we loolaed backed in the direction from which
it was expeeted, and, nneh to my stifaction, 1 beheld the coach
amd horses Galbeit still stationary) not more than a quarter of =
mile fronu the honse.  Oa the driver coming up, I inquired if this
was his third stoppaese, and whether he had suceeeded in ex-
tracting the coach after 1 biad left it. Me zood humorediv
“amesaed *? not; this hal anly been his second “fix,” and he
“rayther?? cvpected it would be his Jast before he veached Sym-
cusgy, a8 he hnew where he now was, and the rest of the read
was a little better than whit we had passed theough the preceding
pizht. It was therefore obvions that I muost have been flonnder-
inz about nearly in a cirele since leaving the coach, for I had as-
suredly walked the disanco three or four times over, although I
had not in reality made inore than a quarter of a mile of actual
proaress.

On reaching the spot wh-re we stoad, the driver immediately,
and as matter of course, put the services of the pascengers wader
contribwtion, and they all repaired to the coach onee more. Rauis
were taken fron the fences uear, and withthose they mised and



