4 Iavish oblation which a saved
ner in the first gush of her gratitude
p bring to the Lord. One who has
¢r knownany method of conveying
erto dwelling houses except the
way of carrying it in a pitcher
nthe well, would be greatly amazed
ta should witness a main bursting
the streets of Glasgow. He would
mable te comprehend why the wa-
<hould of its own accord rise so ex-
igly towards heaven,and spread
Ui so tumultuously around. Yet
water has acted strictly according
le. The hcight of the fountain
dates the pressure, and produces
torand, joyous, lofty leap. Of that
ewhich struggles in a forgiven sin-
sbreast, the fountain head is in
ren. None but he who feeds it,
ws how great the pressureis. Make
wance for sudden outbursts, high
wyals, wide outspreadings, when
ild of wrath has been by an act of
ymade a child of God.

en Judas, and those who for the
partook of his spirit, had,condem-
the woman’s devotion as a useless
wasteful enthusiasm, they pro-
material alms-giving initsstead.
precious ointment which Mary
poured out might have been sold
bigh price, and the proceeds given
¢ poor. Judas, who had been
nginto the treasure and calculat-
its value, is able to name the pre-
sum which it would have brought
emarket. Had the traitor obtain-
the money, it would never have
bed the poor ; in the hands of the
ken disciples, it would, indeed,
aheen employed in clothing the
d and feeding the hungry ; but it
W have been a foolish effort to
ilite the dow of the stream, by
og up e fountain.

is species of opposition to warm-

to the poor is still one of the
sof betraying Christ, Why spend
uch money in sending Bibles and
onaries to the heathen abroad,
emultitudes of your own country-
at home have neither food nor
ng? Mea have thought”them-
s very wise while they thrust with
weapon against the missionary
and against the Missionary, work:
knew not from whom they bor-
the spear. they .were .stabbing.
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with. There are exceptions on both
siles—there are niggardly Christians,
and liberal unbelievers, and yet the
exceptions do not destroy the double
rule, that ardent disciples of Christ
arc the best benefactors of men; and
the best benefactors of men are the
true disciples of Christ.

We gladly acknowledge that the sore
is healing apace in our dny. Fifty
years ago the complaing, “To what pur~
pose is this waste?” prevailed much
more than it does now. It has been
gradually giving way for many years.
Think nf the period when the Govern-
ment, supported by the influential
classes, refused to allow a Christian
Missionary to plant his foot on the soil
of India; when the pionecers of the
gospel in that land were obliged to set-
tle on a spot that belonged to a foreign
power, and send the word of life by
stealth and stratagem across the line
into the forbidden territory of Britain.
Compare that day with this, and you
will discover abundant cause to thank
God and take courage.

The National' Association for the
Promotion of Social Science has held
a series of annual mectings in some of
the chief cities of the empire. Itisa
secular, and rot a religious society.
Its main object is the mental and ma-
terial amelioraticn of the common-
wealth. The science which it studies
is political cconomy,and not revealed
religion. In short, its aim is preciscly
that which Judas and his dupes pro-
posed to themselves when they com-
plained that through Mary’s inconsid-
erate devotion, threc hundred pence
of possible hard zash had been thrown
away, and desired that all such out-
pourings should henceforth be authori~
tatively intercepted, thatthe process
might be deposited in their hauds as
the raw material of practical charity.
The object is similar to that of the
ancient Galilean economists ; but the
methods are thoroughly diverse. In
particular, the enlightened students of
social science who hold their annual
assemblies in our own great cities,
rever attempt to enlasge the stream
of substantial physical improvement,
by diminishing or stopping the paral-
tel stream of religious effort and con-
tribution, While all were zcalous
for economic amelioration, not one
ever proposed material beneficsnce in-
stead of. spiritual religion With all
the zeal for good works which the As—



