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clear from the statements i that chapter,
that the only mutters that were entrust-
ed to their administiation were the tem-

oralities of the Church: * Wherefore,

rethren, look ye out among yow seven
men of honest report, full of the Holy
Ghost and wisdom, whom we may appoint
over this business.” ¢ This business” had
been previously in the hauds of the A-
posiles and other oflice-bearers of the
Church, namely, Elders, whether simply
Ruling Elders, or LElders who also la-
boured in word and doctrine. We have
no direct information as to the first ap-
pointment of Elders; but it mnst have
taken place early, us appears from the
practice of Paul and Silas in organizing
Churches in places which they visited :
Acts xiv 23, ¢ And when they had or-
dained them elders in everychurch, and
had prayed with fasting, they commend-
ed them to the Lord, on whom they be-
lieved.” The attention which the' ma-
nagement of these temporalities requir-
ed, was in danger of interfering to an in-
Jjurious extent with the due discharge of
the spiritual duties which Lelonged to
these existing office-bearers. The Apos-
tles accordingly say, ¢ It is not reason
that we chould leave the word of God,
and serve tables” « We will give our-
selves continually to prayer, and to the
ministry of the word.” Many have in-
terpreted these words of the Apostles as
amounting to a complete throwing ofl’
from themselves of alF care about these
things, and a devolving of the manage-
ment of them exclusively upon the Dea-
cons. A due attention,however, to ather
passages of the word of God will show
that this{sa mistaken view ; and that the
Apostles are to be understood as speaking
hiere not ahsolutely but comparitively.—
Ior instance, we find in the cleventh
chapter of the Acts of the .\postles, that
Barnabas and Saul did not hesitate to
take charre of the contribution which
the Cheistians at Antioch had made in
behalf ot their brethren at Jerusalem, in
prospect of the dearth which was fore-
wld by Agabus; and when they reach-
ed the place of their destination, although
we know distinetly that Deacons had
been already appointed there, they hand-
ed the money over not to the Deacons,
but to the Elders of the Church. Not
only does the Apostle Paul in various
parts of his writings enforce the duty of
Christian literality, but it is evident also
that he held himself ready to take an ac-
tive part in managing the funds which
might be the fruit of thuse principles
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which be doctrinully expounded.  Thuy,
in 1 Cor. xvi. 1-4, be says, * Now con-
eerning the collection for the saints, as I
have given order to the churches in Ga-
latia, even so do ye. Upon the first day
of the weck let every one of you lay by
him in store, as Gotd hath prospered him,
that there be no gatherings when I come.
And when I come, whomsoever ye shall
approve by your letters, them will I send
to bring vour hberality to Jerusalem.—
And if it he meet that I go also, they shall
go with me.” It appears that, notwith-
standing his anxiety to preach the gospel,
one great object which he had in view
in undertaking that last joGrney of his
to Jerusalem ot which we have an ac-
count in the Acts of ihe Apostles, was
the administration of certain funds which
had been raised in various churches
where he had been labouring, as he him-
self states in Rom. xv. 25-27, % But now
1 go unto Jerusalem to minister unto the
saints.  For it hath pleased them of Ma-
cedonia and Achaia to make a certain
contribution for the poor saints which
are at Jerusalem. It hath pleased
them verily; and their debtors they
are. For it the Gentiles have been
made partakers of their spivitual things,
their daty is also to minister unto them
in carnal things.” Inthe appointment
of Deacons, therefore, the Apostles did
not denude themselves and the Elders
of the power which they had hitherto
exercised in the admiuistration of the
temporalities of the church; but they
adhibited Deacons, as assistants, in a mat-
ter which otherwise would have been too
burdensome for them.

The Church of Scotland, accordingly,
has always held that these temporalities
should be under the management of M
nisters and Elders, with Deacons to as-
sist them in the administration. The
language of the First Book of Discipline,
drawn up by John Xnox and others in
1560, is * The office of deacon is to re-
ceive the rents and gather the alms of
the Kirk, to keep and distribute the
same, as by the minister and kirk shall be
appointed.”  In like manner, the Second
Book of Discipline, agreed upon by the
Gieneral Asscinbly 1578,says of Deacons,
« Theiv office and power is to receive
and_distribute the whole ceclesiastical
goods to them to whom they are appoint-
ed. This they ought to do according to
the judmmeni and appointment of the
Presbyteries or the elderships Sof the
which the deacons are not), that the pa-
trimony of the Kirk and poor be not




