
Remi&iscences.

were strengthiened after an interval by the arrivai. of Rev. Mr. H-erdrnan
for Pictou, and three able young men, natives of Nova Scotia, wlio had
cornpleted their studies in Scotland. These were G. W. Sprott, Alex.
Mctean and Alexander McKay. Others followed, and at the tirne of
which we write the Synod was again recruited and vigorously grappling
witli its work.

The latest corner of the three was the Free Church. It originated in
1844, out of sympathy with the principles and contentions of the Free
Church of Scotland. It was at first numerically wveak ; but it was early
visited and fostered by influential deputations frorn the Free Chureh
at home. Amnong those who carne in this capacity were Rev. }Iugh
licteod and Rev. Alexander Forrester, both of whom accepted cails
to inviting fields within the Synod, and placed the Church under
lasting obligations by their counsels aud labors. Dr. B3urns of Paisley,
and Dr. Begg of Liberton, also visited che Church in those days.
These moen were very unlike each other, but they were both princely
mnen. Burns 'was in stature short and broadly buit, with a counten-
ance, not strikingly handsorne, but strongly indicative of physical,
and intellectual power. We well remeniber liow that face bearned
almnost wvith beauty as hoe spoke of the old land; and how lie
captured our symipathies and stirred. our ernotions -%vhen hoe told
the tale cf suffering and self-sacrifice on thîe part of Free Church
Ministers and congregations. Begg. 'vas a very d ifferent mian. He
wvas tail, ard of mag'nificent physique. Ris address did not nake
us, weep, but it strongly pronîpted us to flght. lie abounded in
denuiîciations of those ivho, as hoe believeci, had heen lacking in ]oyalty
to, the King, aud fidelity te, the Cliarchi of Scotland. The impression
still lingers how the terni, "Residuaries," rung eut again and again.
Perhaps, soine of us liad but a vagun idea as to the exact meaning, of the
terni, but every one feit quite sure that it mueant sornetliing very very bad.

Thiese deputations Nvere followed by mon and nieans, and the Free
Churchi Synod soon attained proportions which placed it înidway between
the oCher two. Its rnost proininent menihers were Rev. John Stewart
New Glasgow, M. Stewart, J. Fraser, A. Farquharson, Rugh McLeod
and A. Wilson, Cape Breton, Forrester of Halifax, Duif of Lunenburg'
and Struthers of Cornwallis, Sutherland and Blair and Campbell,
and Munro, and Bethune were soon added.

These three independent Synods confronted encli other. They eccu-
pied the sanie ground and airned to accomplish tlie saine work. They
had ne defined conterminous boundaries. In every settlexnent, an-1 ir.
niany families, they wvere intermuingled. There was littie affection hetweeîi


