
BIBLE SOCIETY RECORDER.

triunipliantly to th3 conclusions set before thecir face. That ivas the lesSoin
that the Lord titughit to Ris Churcli, in what ive call the days of primlitive
apostolic sinîplicity. IJow Jittie the twelvo liad behind iliei, how few and
feoble were the visible resources, ulpon ihicli they could couxît; but they had
the Word of the Lord, they liad the Spirit of the Lord, thicy liad the promise
of the presence of Jesus, and as yi)u lnow, all of you w'lo have thouglit of
the inatter, as long as the Chiurch of Jesis lield to this siniplicity of faith, so
loti" did ahie continuo to inie saf e and hioîourable progress. It was wheil
she forgot tlîis and began te place undue confidence iii the blcking of civil
rulers and political authoî'ities that she loat lier 3ipiritual influence, and to
sonie dcgree lier standing, and that lier iliterests becaîne coînplicated as tlîey
did. Whcn Christian people beg<uî to put reliance upon tlîe atrength and

*assistance that they could have from ieru civil rulers like Constan'tine or
Chlarlemagne, that moment they begaxi to suflier and to lose the spiritual
energay that Christ ivould hiav e His people to poscss. 1 say " complicated, " 1

*fur whienever this state of thiisgcs began vo exist there ivas a certain kind of
sway over the Churcli claimerl on tlie one liand, sway that belonged to
Christ; and thîe Chu-chi, on thte other hand, biogai te exercise a certain kind

*of sway tlîat ivas not always g0od for lier, and th-at was not always good for
1those over whomn the power ira- exorcised. It had bepn well for Cliristendoni
if Christiani people lhad kiept to thc principles on whichi Christ sient forth Blis
disciples, and had maintained that -eliance th lat tlîe prophet inculcated uponl

*the Lord's servants in the ancient days,-not by îigiylt, nor powver of a
created and visible kiind, but upon the power that is exereised by thue Spirit
of the living God.

Well now, brethren, we are intereseed, aIl of us, la this kiugdoin of our
blcsscd Lord, in its progress and in tlie agencies by whichi it can be advan.ccd
and, by consequence, in the difficultics that stand ini thie way of it. W., iieed
to kniot theni, that we înay be upon our guard. WVe need to knowv thein,
that we niay refleet upon the partieular agencies that uNe cal use in the face
of themn, and priibably yen will agree with mne that it la not unfitting that our
attention should be calbed to a iiiattcr of this kind, under the circuinstances
min which ire are oathered together. «Ve are here to proniote flic circulation
of the WVord of the Lord, tnc instrument that. tic Spirit of God has, con-
descended to use. We mnay wcll raise the question in our minds, Vivat are
thie difliculties tlîat have to be faced and overcoine in tie building up of the
spiritual temiple, or, to drop tfliIgure, iu the spreading of the Word, and 4
tne bringingr of souls to the savin- kîîovedge of ss luinia nd
a monient age to, the fact that Zeclariali's habit of tlîinkiti and representing
thîings %vas probably afietcd, ini sorne degree, by lus contact w'ith tîme
l3abylonians. It la ini hunitn nature that mari is inftuenced iii soîne
degree by lis associations, lus surrounidinga and Iiis edteafion. 1 should be
very sorry if it entcred inte your minas tlîiat the tliings 'liat are to 'bc stated
to yen now are due in sonie deg!rcc, ou tîme part of hini %ho states tîjein, to
training, education or local surroundings. Many of yen kno;v t-hat thiere was
a Convention of Christian people in connection witli the Evangelical Alliance
that met in Washiington during the pase wintcr. The papers tlat wvere rend
to that gatlîering have very properly beau put iute print, and I have lîad the
opportunity of looking at tlîein. It iiîay bo a little reassuring to yon te
statu t]îat î"hen I speak to you to-niglit of the difliculties that are in the wy
of thie Kingdoin of flic Lord Jeans I shall dvell upon tlîe facts, lut a good
degree, thuat are brouglit te our notice in those admnirable papers. I would
indeed describe soine of them probably in a diffureuît mariner, grouping them
together probably lu a soniewliat différent fashion, but I 'ant you to feel
thiat it la not thie particîmiar or peculiar views of the speak,, that you are te
attend te,-that the facts, iii substance, have been brought te the notice of
the Chiristian public alrcady, and that thic prescutation of themn is not due to
te anytlîing peculiar or individual in hîim who apeaka to you, and I trust the


