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Such was the general aspect of things in ti-e yu.Ir .139 A.D.,
nlîen de;ith closed the Pontificate of Sixttus, III. When this
evetit tank place, Leo, then ain archdeacon -was absent iii

Gaul, wilithier lie liad beeti sent by the Emperor Valentinan 111.
on a mission Io the reino%,ned general Altitis. A depuitation
was sent to himn ta inforrni inî of lus unanimoiius election
to the Pantificate and the lîolv inan returned ta Ram-e
vhere he wa5 received -with ilie jrea te.st jio andi reverence. lie

lost no timre ini entering upon his arduous JUtties, the manst imn-
* portant af wliich was the suppression af heresies. that were ravag-

ing tie churche's iii v;tr',,us pa;ts cf the world. lie %vas suiccessini
in combating the Arian)s in Airica and Sicily, the Manicheans who,
ivere tlireatenizg ta infect Rame, the Priscillianites in~ Spain andi
the Nestorians in th ic ast. In the work of preserving the integrity
of the faith St. Leo faunid powerful auxiliaries in St. Hilary of
Arles, womacle Gaul the field af bis unwvearied labours, anti SS_
Germianus and Severus whose, preac!îing and miracles succeeded
in uprcating the heresy of Pelaianisni iii Great I3ritain-

The niast noted hieresiarchi of Leo's timne .<as 1Etîityches, he
Superiar of a mionastery at Constantinople, who fell iuta the
errar- af denying t*%vo natures iii Christ, admitting an Jy His divin-
it3'. Pe-rsistio in bis hercsy, lie wvas excommunicateti by the
Patriarch af Constantinople, but by sorne influence ar craft, he
,nduced the %veak Tiheodosius ta canvake an Ecurnenical Cauncil
for the purpase af decicling on his case.

The Pape %vas consulteti on t'ae subject by' uie Court af Con-
stantinople and lie sent legates bezaring written instructions,
establislîing the Cntholic do-nia concerniîîg the twa natures in

*Christ. The :Xssenibly cansisting af onc hiuidrcd andi thiriy Eastern
bishaps resolved it-seif inta a miere cabal. Dioscorus appointeci ta
be the presid;ng oflicer wvas a toal of Eutyches. He overloëdked
the papal legates, rleiseti ta rend the letters they carrieci, andi
absah'ced Eutyches framn sentence af excommunication afier nierely
requiring af iiin ta sign the Nicene Creeti.

Not content with iis arrogant asswiîption of authority..
Dioscarus proceedeti ta denotunce St. Flavian whvhadc been the
accuser af Eutycles. But liere at least, the bislîaps rciused ta
fallov lii. .Angered by their resistance, lie caused Uie Church,


