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T IIlE sad Jisa3tcr at Springhill, N.S., has

awvakened a sympathtk- intcrcbt ahruughout
the Dominion. It is gratifying to knowv that prompt
measures have been taken to sectire immcdiate
relief for the destitute and suffcring victims of the
dread caiamity that o%,crtool, the miners so sud-
deniy. The appeais made on their behalf are ce.tain
to rcccive an immcdiate and gcncrous respunse.

N the Presbyterian Church of the United StatesIprofessors arc appointed by the governing
B3oards of the seminaries. The appaintment k* then
reported ta the General Aq;embly and if thr As
sembly docs not veto, the appointment ks final and
compiete. It appears, howcver, that the transier -
ence of a prcaessor from one chair to another ks not
reported ta the Assembi>' and this shuts out the
brethren wvho wvcre cxpecting ta have something ta,'ay about Dr. Briggs' inaugural If thcy make any
move noiv they must rthake it in a direct way as the
authorities of Union Semit.ary are under no obliga-
tion to tell the Assembly anything about changing
Dr. Briigs from one chair ta another

IN the Mexican Republic, Evangelical Christian-
ity is making ver>' encouraging pragrcss. In

the Presbyteries of the cit>' of Mexico and Zaca-
tecas triere are ninety-seven churches, twcnty-nine
ordained ministers, and twenty-threte young men
who have nearly completed their studies who arc
engaged in preacflmg the Gospel. Aiready the
Presbyterian Church can number 5,000 communi-
carnts. The Methodist Church in the United States
has also extensive missions in Mexico ând their
efforts have met with a corresponding degree af
success. Wiith the inspiring influenc-- of a pure Gos-
pel and irce institutions Mexico has a promising
future.

T HIE futerior sumrs up the work of the Revisiora
Conmmittee ini this way-

Ail reports as ta the committee's wnrk agree in these par-
tictlars-that it bas been conscientious and thorough, that
the devotionai meetings have becs deepiy isteresting and
promotive of cordial Christian felowsh:p, that the directions
of the Assembly have been regarded sçrupulausly, that full
consideration bas becs accorded ta ail the formai suggestions
or the Presbyteries, and, finaliy an i consequcstly, that no
changes have becs proposed which antagonize or impair the
Calvinstic system of doctrine.

Ail of whch is gratifying, though it must be iather
disappointing ta the fighting brethren who expected
ta make a reputation by cantending for or against
revision. It is specialiy gratifying ta knowv that
" the devotional meetings were deeply interesting
and prornotive af cordial Christian fellowship." If
ail ecclesiasticai meetings had m ,of the devo-
tional element, ecciesiastical problemrs might be
much mnore easily solved. The revision of the Con-
fession ma>' not raise as much of the aid Adam as
the discussion ai many a small question.

LT is a high time with aur Methodist brethren
throughout the world. This week celebrations

of the Wesleyan centennial are being held every-
wbhere. From the earnest and devoted ministry of
John and Charles Wesley what wonderful results
have corne. In its infancy Methodisn %vas every.
where spoken against, and its adherents were aften
shamefuily treated. Patiently and perseveringly
the>' did their work, and the>' are now a power for
good where-ver their Churcb is found. In ail Eng-
lish-speaking cauntries they are helping ta muild
the religious life ai the people. On this continent
they aný strong and influçntial. To them in Canada
must be accorded the honour ti'iey deserve for the

IT is a trite rcmark% that Vie Frencli are a volatilepeople. Illustrations oi its truth appear from
time ta time. It as not long sirace the Boulanger
bubble burst. ïMany cntcrtaincd the idea that the
Republic rcstcd on a stable basis and that it was
nov stranger thtan ever. A proof ai this was ses
in the recent effort oi Cardinal Lavigerie ta induce
thc Pupe ta sasctiun a cessation of priestly apposi-
tion tu the Republic. It %vas undcrstood that the
Germas Emperor was dispuscd ta cultivate more
friendly relations ivith France. In pursuasce af
sucli a palicy, his mother, ex-Eml)ress Frederick,
,,isited Paris %vith a 'icw ta encourage French
artists ta participate in the coming fine art exhibi-
tion at Berlin. The visit ai the ex-Empress has
raised an unexpected tcmpest in Paris. At first
several distinguislied painters wcre favourabie tai the
idci ai taking part ini the Berlin Exhibition, but
they wvc riitened out ai it by the commotion
raised b>' a iew agitators. Fresch hospitality and
politeness have been severely strained at the instiga-
Liun of irrcspunsible fire-eaters. The oid tvar spirit
bas been aroused, and Germans seemed disposcd ta
resent the treatmnent rrnýted ou~t ta their Kaiser's
mother. It surely cant.->t be that a tvell-inten-
tioned visit ai a lady ta the French capital cati
becomea reason for war. If iL does the farce ai
foliy cas ino further go.

A WRITER ini the Interior says

The trouble with our American politics to-day is that the
best mes keep out of their. Tht rarevaient indifférence on
tbe part of or ablest, most honues high-minded citizens, ta
the preservatien in tiseir strictest istegrity of our American
institutions, and the maintenance of hîgh standards in aur
popular foam nf governinent, us a shame and a reproach ta
American î.i.il;zation. Yo'u wiil find the best men ever>'-
where standing aloof fromn the public service, It is su even in
local and provincial palities. The wortbiest citizens pass by
os the other side, whiie the demagogues lead:their hired ret-
inues tu the caucus and their brabed rabbles tu the polis.
la bas came to the point that money everywhere buys poluti-
cal preferment. The statesman's robe is up at auction, asd
the doors of our legisiative halls open only te keys cf gold.

Over here everybody takes a hand except Plymouth
Brethrcn and a fev ai the clergy. The tvamen
attend political meetings in large numbers and
throwv bouquets ta their favounite orators. Our way
is out ai ail sight the best. Canadians have flot the
siightest intention ai handing over the governiment
ai this country ta the " bribed rabble." 0f course
somte rather tough citizens get ta the front occasion-
ally, but aur " abiest, -aast honest, high-minded
citi.ens * don't stand al_.,f by asy means. In the
Legibiature of Ontario a large proportion ai the
membcrb -are prrnaisent mes in their respective
Churches, and there is hardi>' a scalawvag among
them. If aur neighbours hope ta become annexed
ta this C-.nada ai ours they mrust teach their best
citizens ta take part in the public service.

T WO clear days befare poiling day and wvithout
any special knowledge of the chances ai

cither party tve carnestly urge aur readers ta bow
resaJet.Lfully tu the verdict ai tI.e people tvhatever
that ve.dict ma>' bc. If the people decide ta give
the present Gaverament a fresh lease ai powver let
the tviii ai the people be respected. If the>' decide
ta put the reins ai gavertiment unta the hands ai the
Liberai party let the new Govensment have a fair
chance ta carry out their poiic-1. Whether this
country cati staiid the N. P. an>' langer or whether it
cas stand L'nrestricted Reciprocit>' at ail are
questions about which good citizess differ but
there is onîe« thing on which aIl sensible people are
agreed and that ane thing is that Casada cannot
stand prolonged, bitter, political agitation. Let us
have peace afLer Thursd4.y evenusg. Sprnsg is sean
and spring business sssould scion bc opening. Hon-
est mes wili have ta work for thein brcad no matter
which part>' wins, and the sooner they get peace-
abi>' ta; vork the better for themnselves and their
country. Business, and wie fear Church duties as
weIl, have been sadi>' neglected b>' mati> during the

'IiRIA .IV, admirable pioncer work they did when religiaus
ordinances wvere scarce ini rcmotc settienients in
carly days. As a denomunation they have grown

ÏM lîft~ , Mtt.1., with the grawth af the country. Other dcnomir.a-

TORONTO. tians have been bcniefitted by their zealous exampie.
Severai af their distinguîshed meni arc indcbtcd ta,
Presbyterianismr for thcir carly training, and their

rance.Mctbodism bas not suitcred on that account. Pres-
its per Igneiper imqertio * byterians have only cordial welwishes for theni on
$3- N4o adretiîenen; this joyous occasion.
aionable advenuoements

past few weeks The Goverrmnt is en trial nOW';
the people will bc on trial on Friday. Self-control

n cpacity.for gaveriment is always shown by the
readincss an good grace with whicli men bow to
the verdict af the majority. Vie Pannelites and
anti-Parnnllitcs ill kecp up a scrimmage ini Ire.
land as long as two ai theni are leit, but we hope
Canadians have a more excellent way. Lot us have
peace and let Christian people remnember that bo.hnd
ail secondai-y causes there is a Supreme Ruier who
contraIs the destuny af aur nation.

T HE N'cw York Et'ange/istgis an entire page
ta an interview and two couns ta an editor.

ial an the burning ques9tion, "Cati the Govcrnment
help the farmers." Anticipating objections the
Evatielirt says:

J.oes anybody ask, What bas this ta do with marais and
rlilgion, that such a ssabject should bo made a topîc cf d.scus-
-ion in1 a reiigious newspaper? Wc answer that the connet.
tion is verv close bctween the mat2rial condition of a commu
nity and its moral condition. Thse (armers of a whole state
cannot be kept ail the ime on the ragged edge of paverty,
wthout its tclling on their (amlies, ta whom tbey cas bardiv

ive food ta cat, or raiment ta put an. Povcrty means ch&1.
drcn ragged and barefooted, who cannat go ta cburch and
Sunday school, nar oven to the day schol . and that means
that they grow up in ignorance, and In the sort of hezthenism
that we find creeping iuta the outiying districts of tawns un
New England, once famed for their achools, academies and
colieges. Poverty dots sot by any means necessitate ignor
ance or imaorlity; but it does oten lead ta a sc'%ntiness and
cheapness in one's mode cfIlife, that is ver' apata sink into a
low, squalid existence ; white os the other uand, beîng Ilwciî
off" means decent.ciothes and whoiesome food, gaad scbools
and churches . sa that materiai com(ort and lodependence art
imost important elements in Christian civiliration.

Undoubtedly they are most important ciements in
Christian civilizatiosi and if pavent>' siezes the farm-
ing community the Churches wili soon suifer. There
is a worid of truth in the following on the relative
importance ai occupations:

0f ail the varied occupations ista whîch the nation is
divided, the farmers are at once the mait numerous, the most
industrlous, and the most productive. They contribute the
most to the national weaitb, because they are always at work.
They are natedrones in the hive of humas industry, that live
os the ho'sey which others coliect ; they are producers wring.
ing "t cf the soi! by their strong hands, the barvests chat
Lfed ^tay-ve milionsscf people. Hence it is flot without rea*son that tbey dlaim, tiat if any class in the country is ta re.
ceive the aid cf the Gaverninent, it is they wha tilt the earth,
and cause it ta brîng forth food kr the service of man; chat
if a tariff is ta be framed for the speciai benefia cf manulactu.
cers, they ton are entitIed ta an equai degree of protec-
tion. It is but just ta say that this principle was recognized
ta saine extent in the recent tasiffl in which a duty was im.
posed on the iroducts of the S511. as well as on tht products
cf the foundry and the ioom. But the relief thus afforded is
very smaIli
The fact that a religiaus journal ai pronounced Re-
publican sympathies gives sa, much space ta thîs
question shows that it has came ta stay at ieast
ustil it is fuily discussed. The discussion is going
on in Canada at a lively rate.

INDIVIDUA L RESPON.SJBILITV.

T 111 is an age of organization. If ane under-
Ttakes ta effect some reiorm or advance any

c-au2e, he must secure the assent and co-oiperation of
others. Only thus cati any movement achieve success.
B>' combination common abjects are accomplished.
What was wont ta be left ta individuai effort is now
undertaken by corporations. To this principle of
associaa-ion we owe the existence*ai combines and
trades unions. Political, social, moral and religiaus
movements are ail pramoted by associated num-
bers. Yet it is ta be remembered that ali societies,
ail organized bodies are composed of individuals, al
are separabie inta their original units. A-ssociation
ina>' e or good purposes or for cvii. It is a
power which couid flot be dispensed with even
were it desirable. Co-operation is an agency tiîat
will extend rather than dimunish in the future.
Like ail things cisc it nia>'bc abused, it has dan-
gers that have ta bc guarded against.

Association absolve-- co one from individual
responsibilit>'. Individual rights may be pushed to
injuiaus extremes, s alaso may those ai organîza-
tions. It is proverbial that societies ma>' do things
that none of their members in their individual capa-
cities wouid care ta, do. Corporations, it is said.
have no sauls. Whether exercised by individuals
or by organizations there is always a temptation
ta abuse power and influence. There is, therefore,
an inclination at times ta do extreme things by
associations because their members imagine they
may evade consequences because af divided
responsibilit>'. It ought tai bc remembered that


