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8 whose inner life is turned toward Christ.

JAnuAry th, 1885.]
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IWEEKN OF PRAYER.

The English branch of the Evangelical Alliance has
issued its annual invitation to United Prayer by the
Chiristian \Werld during the first week of January,
commencing with the first Sabbath of the month, The
following is ils proposed programme, in which it will
be seen the most important of the topics is, as Usual,
wstponed to Saturday, where in most cases it is not
ikely to be reached.

Sunday, Jan. gthy-- Sermons.—* The good fight of
faith.,"—~1 Tim, vi. 12; Eph, vi. 10412,

Monday, Jan., sthi—DPraise and Thanksgrivony.
For the long-suffering love and faithfulness of God ;
for His many answers to prayer graciously vouchsafed
duringsihe past year ; tht gifts of His fatherly good-
ness and mercy ; the general prescrvation of peace ;
for the opening of all countrics to the Gospel, and for
the power of the Holy Spirit for its publication.

Tuesday, fan, 6th.—Hurslialion and Confession, —~
On account of national sins and the increase of law-
lessness ; the non-recognition of God’s judgments in
public calamitics ; unfaithful~1ss to God and Ihs
truth ; forscrsonnl transgressions ; the growth of in-
fidelity and superstition ; desceration of the Lords
day ; with prayer that the Holy Spinit may convince
of sin and lead men to repentance.

Wednesday, fan. pth—Prayer for the Clurch of
Christ.—That all believers may be filled with the Holy
Spirit; that the unity of the Church of Christ may be
manifested, and brotherly love increased, that the
churches may more deeply realize their responsibihity
in regard to increased cvangelistic work among the
masses ; and that the Lord’s coming may be more
carncstly looked for. That all pastors, cvangehsts,
teachers and workers may become fervent in spint,
diligent in their ministry, and faithful in preaching
Jesus Christ and Him crucitied ; for Sunday schools ;
and for the better observance of the Lord’s day.

Thursday, Jan. Sth—Prayer for Families and In-
structors of Youth.—That God's goodness and mercy
may not be withdrawn, and that the word of God may
run and be glorified ; that Christian parents may more
fully recogunize the obligation to train up their children
in the fear of God ; that young people may be saved
from intemperance, immorality and other sins; for
universities, schools, professors, teachers and students
for the ministry.,

Friday, jan. gth.—For the Nations,.—For rulers
and governments, and all in authority; for the pre-
vention of war; that all laws which favour vice and
cruelty may be removed ; that wicked 1aen and their
corspiracies may be confounded, and loyalty and good
citizenship nrevail ; for soldicrs and sailors; for the
removal of the opium traffic, intemperance and tae
social evil ; and for the suppression of all that 1s im-
pure in art or literature.

Saturday, Jan. 10.—For Missions, Home and For-
efgr..—For the outpouring of the Holy Soint and the
spread of the Gospel in all lands ; for more labourers
to be scnt forth endued with power from on high; for
native Christians, that they may be established n the
faith and become more earnest in secking the salva-
tion of their countrymen ; for all missionaries ; for
God’s ancient people Isracl, and the conversion of
many to the faith of Christ ; for increased blessing to
attend the circulation of the Scriptures, and the re-
tigious training of the young in missionary schools and
colleges.

Sunday, fan. 11.— Sermons—\Yaiung for the Lord's
appearing.—Isaiah xxv. 9 ; 2 Thes, . 3-5.

OPEN AND SECRET CHRISTIANS.

There are always in a congr ¢ation some whose
sympathies are with the Church, who accept Christ
in their hearts, but do not confess Him openly.
The Church has its hypocrites, but so has the world :
for there are men who seem to lead a worldly life
I admt
that there arc such men ; but they make three mis-
wakes in their position.

They overestimate the value of worldly friendships.

{ How much will your friecnds among the men of the
B world sacrifice for you? They will desert you when

i your purse fails.

B confession on friendship.
8. truc fiond. What hurts us_most is ridicule.
@ tolive ahove it.
& His followers have often sealed their faith with their

These silent Christans overestimate the effect of
It will not drive away a
Learn
Christ sufiered the meanest insult.

T R blood.

~Such Christians undurestimate their own strengh,
They are afraid of falling after they have made a pub-

" @ lic confession, and of giving upportunity to scofters to

¥ blaspheme. They put too low a value on thestrength
¥ Christ gives for every crisis. At thie moment of dan-
B gor Joseph of Arimathea came forward.  His bravery

ave Christ a burial ; his charity gave Christ a tomb.
s there a danger now that cails these silent Christians

§ L0 come forth? There is, though this age is no worse
R than man;, others. Our literature is full of a lofty

scom, a condescending pity for Christianity,

cond 7 fo Many
of our scientists arc materialists.

It is time to be

brave and outspoken. Christ is polarizing the world ;
§8 there are but two classes of men.—~William M Tay-
& lor, D.D,

THE PRODIGAL SOV,
BV A0 Wo HERDMAS,

My pottion give to me, for |
My fate in other tands would tey ™
The younger son did say 3
Then wrapped in restless seliishness
He went in search of happiness
To ecountties far away,

Ah ! sotry youth that breakest free
From patent’s fond authatity,
Thy woey shall here begin ¢
Disatisfaction with thy home,
Detenminathen thence to roam
Unwanctioned, may be sin.

Now follow this young wanderer,
See him a rake and groveller
In poverty ot dire;
Each cup of -Injut pleasure drunk,
Attast v sichedness he's sunk
And A ullowing in the mire !

0 ye who bve apart from God,
Aad shight the Savour's precivus blood,
And would in sin fun ot @
Raue even here assurcdly,
The wages of iniquity
Is but a swinish diet !

‘T'o husks the power to sabify
The soul of inan that cannot die,
Dot think it c’er was given?
The God-unplanted-soul s fed
Alone an God-pravided bread,
That hving Bread from leaven,

Bul tu return . as in a dream,
The past again appeats to lum
{This youthful prodigal) ;
Sad recellections burn bis face,
Once wore his trembling knees embrace
The ground - he mourns his fall *

Again hesees the open door,

Agam he fain would grasp thestore
He late refused with scorn,

His now the bitterest cup to dnink,

Has fat the saddest thought to think -
The hardest tobe borne !

His reacon quite resumes its throne
lic straight determines to atone
So far as in him Yes s
His faults and errors— what are they ?
From home he will no longer stay,
And ** Father ” loud he cries !

Methinks anew the angels raise
Their voices incelestial pratse
In hugher, sweeterstrain
U carth their loving glance s tent g
They joy tosec the pemtent
Returning home again !

‘Father, I've sinned 1" Lo, at the sounds,
His heart with new impulses bounds,
Fast fall repentant tearsd
Coafession always helps the soul
Which cannot truly be made whole
Tall penitence appears.

But see, the father spies afar
The home-returning wanderer,

And weeps with tender joy 2
With lovess fond cagerness he shall
Anticipate the prodigal,

tis long-lost, much-loved boy !

* Father, "gainst Heaven and in thy sight,
I've sadly sinned, but now contiite
1 would retuen tothec !
No nore a son’s place can I ask;
Be mune the bumblest menial’s task <
Let me they servant be t”

¢ The fairest garment for him bring,
Ard on his finger put aring ;
A\ ith sandals clothe his feet ¢
My son alive agnin, I see,
Commemorate this fact with me,
\WVith feasts and music sweet !

*And, child, my blessings give I thee,
And from the page of memory
Blot gut the ill ihow'st done ¢
In token of forgiveness now
Reccive my kiss upon thy brow ;
Henccforth thou artiny son ¢ ”

Thus God receives the contrite still
And with a joy unspeakable

To sinners reconcited,
Forgetting past ungraciousness,
Forgiving all indebtedness

He homeward brings His child !

HOW TO BE SAVED.

Some years ago, a lady was travelling with her
husband to Kansas. As she was crossing lllinois,
she saw in the saloon of the car a beautiful young
lady reclining on the sofa, and asked her, “ Why
don't you come out and cnjoy the scencry?”

The conversation that followed revealed the fact
that the young lady’s father was the agent of the
railroad, and she wils Y], and in a despondent state of
mind. The lady endecavoured to direct her attention
to Chast and the great sahation,

“1 am very ignerant,” she replied ; “ I never
thought much on the subject, or had any friend to
help me.”

The tears began to dow. The lady closed the
door of the <aleon and <at down by her side, and
like Philip, * preached Jeecus " to fxcr. Then she
opened her heart freely - * 1 have been a gay and
fashinnable girl,” she - * fund of the ballrvom and
ather giddy pleasures. .\ few months ago, I attended
a ball, with an intunate fisend, and walked home with
aur thin shoes in a pouring rain; we both caught cold.
My friend isin the grave, and 1 know I am not pre-
parcd to die. [ have had no mecting to o to ; no
Christian friend to consult. [ have read in the Bible
that I must be converted , and I am stillin darkness ;
can you tell me "

* It is to come right to Jesus, with a humble con-
trite heart, and cast yourself on Him. He invites you,
and is willing and waiting tv reeene you, Are you
willing to give yourself upto him, and be His forever ¥

“QOh, yes! willing and anxious, The world has
nothing to satisfy my immortal spirit. All my desire
is to have Christ for my Saviour.’

“Are you willing to commit yourself to hiin without
reserve, and when you go home to tell your parents
and friends that you have given yourself to Him”

Still weeping,  “Yes, 1 will.  Blessed Jesus, take
meas fam!”

As she «aid this her face beamed with joy. She
stretched forth her arms and clasped her unkunown
friend in one long, fervent embrace,  ** Oh! how
gratcful I am for your kind words. God has sent you
tome. No person ever said a word to me on the
subjcct of religion before in my life. [ can, I do trust
in f’csus as my Saviour. How can | ever thank you
enough. The datkness is dispelled. | am happy now.”

As we were nearing -the station where her father
would mect her, she handed her card and said, “We
may never mect again.  God bless you. That card
and name are sacredly treasured yet, and that con-
versation remembered, as among the most precious of
a lifetime. How many such golden opportunities are
lost.—American Messenger.,

70 EVERY MAN HIS IWORK.

Remember, God gives a special mission to one and
to another special work, and each is serving Him.
One e sends out to active service abroad, another to
evangelize at home, another he sends into his study
to prepare works for the Church. Think of the man
who compiled the Concordance of the Bible. Many
thought, I suppose, that he spent too much time in
writing, and yet how uscful a work he was engaged in
tor the whole Churc. A man may not be working
in our line, but he is all right if he is following Christ
who gives every man his work, Now don't let us be
“turning about” to sce what this man and that manis
to do, and to find fault with them ; but let us ook to
the Lord, to reccive our orders from Him, and from
Him only—* Follow thou Me.” Then, let us remem-
ber, He addresses the words to each of us. He ad-
dresses you, He addresses me ; and after all, each one
will be called before God personally and individually,
and som2 day you will hear - perhaps sooner thau you
think—the words whispered into your car, ‘“The
Master is come and calleth for thee.”  Not the Church,
not the nation, will appear before the judgment-seat
of Christ, but you will.  Yow will have todie, you will
have to be judged as to your work by yourself. If
you wait for others to do their duty before you do
yours, you will wait forever. Fancy an army, when
the commander would say, “ Forward, march !” and
every one of the soldiers were looking to the right and
to the left, o see if the others marched before he did
himself. — Theodore Monod,

THE SOUL RE[OICING IN GOD.

Religious satisfacticn and joy in God is one of the
few things—almost the one only thing—that having
possessed we can really keep.  As the years pass we
pact first with one friend—then with another. Life
becomes more and more solitary and desolate. There
aremany acquaintances,but if we liveon there are fewer
and fewer friends. The store in Paradise, we trust,
grows, but earth becomes more and more a desert for
the heart.  The heart cannot place all itsresources at
the disposal of every new claimant. The heart, as
the years go on, withdraws more and more into itself,
and at the grave it must part with all that is carthly
that is yet left “ He shall carry nothing away with
him when he dicth ; neither shall his pomp follow
him,” said the Psalmist of the wealthy three thousand
years ago. All is left at the gate of deuth, except,
cxcept—that knowledge and love of the everlasting
Being who binds us to Himself and which is our true
outfit for eternity. It 1s s~mething in a world of

hadows to come into contac: with the real; it is

something when all 15 passing from us to lay firm
hold on the cternal, on the indestructible.—Carnon H.
P. Liddon, D.D. .



