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AvucusT 27th, 1884.]

Sabbath was fine and cool, and the Presbyterian
Church was filled by an interested audience, who
fistened with closest attention as Mr. Robertson told
his story of the labours, and dangers, and successes of
mission work in the far off Sputh Seas. How eloquent
facts are! Such visits from our missionaries arouse
the interest of our people in the work of the Church as
nothing else can. We see their faces, hear their
volces, and listen to their wondrous story, and what
we have read about, and thought about, and wondered
about, and may be sometimes doubted about becomes
to us a living, grand reality. It is a good plan, too,
for the missionaries to have their wives with them, so
that the people may not forget the dear, brave women
who have dared so much, and done so much for the
Master’s cause. Bat what, to devoted Christians, is
preseat toil or hardship, 1a view of future glory ; for
like the Great Apostle, they  reckon that the suffer-
ings of this present time are not worthy to be com-
pared with the glory which shall be revealed to us
ward.” In the afternoon they went to Lunenburg in
time to speak a few words to the Sabtath School. In
the evemicg Mr. Robsitson addressed a very large
congregation, and made a most favourable impression,
Ou Monday evening a very pleasant gathering spent
an epjoyable and profitabls “at home” with the
missionaries at Mr. Millar's, Tuesday, Wednesday,
and Thursday Mr. Robertson spent at LaHave, New
Dublin, and Bridgewater, and returned to Halfax
by coach on Friday.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. —Rev, Dr. Reid has received
the fcllowing coatributions for schemes of the Church,
viz.. W. A, Niagara, for Foreign Missions, $5;
Widow’s Mite, for Foreign Missions, Eromanga, $10
{Correction, Legacy of the late Miss Florence Clarke,
of, Chinguacousey, in PRESBYTERIAN of teeek before
last was one dollar. It should bave been $100).

AN important and sensational trial has just been
concluded after occupying several days at Carlsrube,
in Baden. The accused was a mopsy lender named
Housman, who bad a terrible reputation for usurious
practice and cruclty toward those who were in his
power. There were seventy witnesses who testified to
his unjust extortions of money, and almost all of them
were debtors who bad been gradually stripped of all
their possessions by him. The public prosecutor 1n
his address to the jury said that tbe prisoner had been
a curse to the country, and had been shown to be
without a trace of humanity. Housman was found
guilty and was sentenced to pay a fine of 8,000 marks,
to he imprisoned for six years, and to be deprived of
civil rights for five years thereafter.

THE Free Church of Scotland is giving more and
more encouragement to the Ladies’ Society for Mis.
sions. At home the society has gained faller racog-
nition by the General Assembly, which has sent forth
a recommendation to “ Ministers and cffice-bearers
to aid in the formation of auxiliaries in those Presby-
teries and congregations where they do not exist.”
The efiorts of the Presbyterian women of Scotland
for the increase of female education in India have
brooght forth fruit. Mr. T. M. Russell, formally of
Czlcutta, and, therefore, well acquainted with the wants
of India, has madea donation of $17 500in furtherance
of this department of missionary labour. European
residents in India appreciate the advactagesof female
physicians there in reaching the people. The United
Presbyterian Board of Foreign Missioas bas recently
received an offer from Mrs. Beynor, who, with ba
hushand, General Beynon, resided many years in Jey-
pore, to provide a fully-quabfied lady doctor and a
nurse for that city.
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INTERNATIONAL LESSONS.
Semt.7, L Ps.a;
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Gorpx: TEXT.—*‘The Lord is my ZL:ght and my
Salvation, whom shall I fear? *—Ver 1.

Tiax.—Uncertain, But zvideotly a time of tronble.
Some writers place it at the time when Dozg the Edomite
spake agaiost David, others during the rebellion of Absalom,
before the decisive battle,

NoTrs AND COM3ENTS.—Ver. 1. Dand speaks of God
Jehovab, =3 beiog three things to him, acd in view of that
fact he asks **\WWhom should I fear?® God is light,”
amidst the darkness of the circumstances that surround the
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Psalmist; darkness signifies sorrow, stumbling, death
hence, light is the very opposite of these, it is knowledge,
peace, salety, ** Salvation : ' deliverance-~Prov. 11:8; Job
§:19. '‘Strength of my life," or **stronghold of my life
—Prov, 18:10, and Psa, 18 : 10.

Ver. 2. * Wicked—eat up my flesh: "’ remembering the
beasts of prey of his early days and comparing theseto those ¢
—Psa. 14+ 4. **Stumbled—fell : * as they had expected 1
should do, but God was with me , 30 the mzn that 13 on the
rock Christ Jesus shall see the waves of aopry sinners dash
themselves upon the rock, to overwhelm him, hut be cast
back broken and helpless from the strength of God.

Ver. 3. *“Anhost: " it is the soldier who 1sspeaking and
contelnplating the greatest possible danger that cuuld anse—
perhaps in his thoughts was Saul and his army, or the great
host that Absalom had grathered together to crash his father ;
in this ** will I be confident: " desperate though it muay ap-
pear to men even in that ry confidence shall not fail.

Ver. 4. **One thing : " whatever else may come to me ot
whatever may be my pusitivn, ** desired — seek after . that's
the wrue spusiualand commonssense way  *“ Desire * * pray for
blessings {rom God, and then strive to work in the line of
your prayers, rarely then will you pray in vain, but desiring
without seeking, when seeking is possible, 1s a mockery and
a snare. ¢ Dwell in the Haouse of the Lord . ** to the Psal-
mist the work of the Priests, constantly ministering in
holy things, was the holiest and the happiest lot; " all the
days: ' he would be there as at home, the sanctuary his con-
stant resort ; ' beauty of the Lord . " that is, to hebold in the
vutwadd syw bols all the gracious attitudes of (God ¢ Fa-
quire,” or * contemplate,’ with delight ; *“temple : * the ark
was still in the tent, but the original idea is not of a build-
1og, but of a place, separated from other places and devoted
to God.

Ver. 5. Hide me : " spiritual safety is now the thought,
e pavilion " or ‘“* booth : " a figurative expression, as are the
others in this verse; **secret—tabernacle:” as if he had said,
** Were there no other place God would hide me even in
the Holy of Holies: * on a rock," as in Notes on Ver, 2.

Ver. 6, **Head lifted up:” the token of deliverance and
honour—Gen. 40:14. David expected deliverzoce from his
enemies. ‘‘Offerin His taberpacle.” aot quietly 10 my palace
but publicly 1o the place of worship ; ** sacnifices of joy," or,
as in Margia, ** shonuting,” the shout of exultation; *‘siog "
—sing praises ; '’ these will be the sacrificing joys.

Ver. 7. Asinthe Isalmof the last Jesson, and manyothers,
we have 2 sudden transition of thought: the Psalmist now
breaks out 1nto a prayer and 2 cry tor mercy. The pendu.
lum of spirituality swings from prayer to praise, and from
praise to prayer.

Ver. 8. *‘Seckmy face:” to seek the face of a King is
to seek his favour and protection—Esther 5:1-3. ¢ My
heart saith ™ or *'is saying "-—constantly answering to the
gractous invitation of God. Wbhen God speaks t~ us we
must faithfully respond.

Ver. 9. 1 am secking, therefore ** hide not thy face - "
the word /ar is supplicd by the translators and should be
omitted. David did not write “‘ far ;' he knew that the
least hiding of Gd’s face would bring darkness and sorrow,
The firststepof the Lord’s displeasure ;* ** passed not away,
the second step: the plea of the prayer is “ 1 am thy ser-
vant,” and the servant should be where his Lord is, so *¢ put
me not away "'—John 12:26. ¢“ Thou hast been, ™ art ““my
help,” so, leave not, neither forsake ;" how strong the plea
of * my salvation,” ot better, ** my salvation God ;" that is
what God is to him—his saivation.

Ver. 0. € My father and mother:” Parental love is the
highest type of earthly affection, et it is as nothing to the
love of God. ‘‘Take mec up ** as alittle child in a tender
parent’s arms—**father and mother” may ¢ forsake,” bat
the everlasting Father, never )

Ver. 11, ** Thy way . "—the way thou knowest to be the
right and safe one; *‘ plain path . a straight and even
patb— Psalm. 26: 12—that he might not stumble. *‘ Eqge-
mies: " who were ready to take advantage of any fall
Dawvid asks, not only to be shewn the way, but to be guided
inat.

Ver. 12, “*Will of mine coemies:' which was his
destruction ; if the eoemics of the people of God had their
way there would not be many left in the world. ** False
witnesses : ' the weapon of the ¢nemies of the people of
God in all ages, as of their Master who could not be con-
demned without that sesort.  Ho » rarely you find ac un-
believer who can speak with candour and truthfulness of re-
Irgion acd its professors; false witness either from igmor-
ance or by derigo, is almost universal withthem. * Breathe
ovt cruelly : ' a very vivid cxpression ; his enemies were so
filled with malice and hatzed that their very breath was
tainted with it.—Acts g: 1.

Ver. 13. * I had fainted . ™ the oniginal is abrupt, and
these words wete supplied by the translators, to make the
cozncclion, but as has been well observed * perished "—is
mote *he idea as in opposition to *‘ the laod of the living,
3. €.y thus tafe, a0 ahuch he Lalieved ™ 1o see the goodness of
the I.ord,—a continuance of the goodness he had experi-
enced, and as in previons verse, d:ﬁvemnee from the wrath
of his encmics, and such as ** breathe out cruelty.”

Ver. 14. ** Wait : Utwice repeated, has the sensz of
hope ; trust in the Lord, but beyond that it carrics the idea
of a duty, and answers to the N, T,  “Watch:" *of good
courage : *’ David’s f2ith to David's fears; so Psa. g2 : 5-11 ;
and 343:5: * he shall strengthen””  This had been his ex-
pericnce and his constant assurasce: Pss, 38 :24.

HINTS TO TEACHERS,

Confdence 112 God 13 the theme of our lesson, and follow-
iop the cxcellent arraogemeat of the Homily in ¢ Half-hours
With the Lesson,” we wounld copsider the subjcct under three
topical heads. (f) Occasions of confidence. (2) Grouuds
of confidence. (3) Fruits of confideace.

On the £s3f topic, an occasion is £ timr of pevil  Such
peril David was often placed in during his chequered life,

eril by wild beasts in the wilderess, by the coemies of
Ysmcl and Israel's God, by the malice and persecution of

Saul, b{’ the rebellion of his son, and in many other ways ;
but in the midst of it all he could keep his faith and trust
firmly on the Lord, and say : ** The Lord is on my side, 1
will net fear what man can do unto me; ' like alto the
great apostle of the Gentiles, who, speaking of the petils to
which they were exposed could exclaim: **In all these
things we are more than conquerers "—Rom. 8: 27,

Times of Privation . Whenever this Psalm was written,
it is evident that David was shut out fiom the privileges of
God's House. ‘‘One thing,” he says, 1 have desired,
that will I seek after ;' and in Psa. 84 he seems to envy
the very birds that made their nests in the sanctuary, while
he could not draw near to it ; and there are times of depriva.
tion which fall upon all men, times of disease, of paoverty,
and of suffering ; but in all such times they can take up the
utterances of David aod say to their sorrowing soul: * Hope
thou in God, He is the heaith of my countenance aod my
God."  Times of Desertion: Dawnid expetienced what
many a good man has since David’s day, that the closest
friends are not always to be depended upon, and that some
who have been **fammliar ' friends, even as a ** brother,”
fail away and join the ranks of enemies. Io all such times
we can have th: confidence in God that David had. He
cannot be unfaithful ; He cannot betray the trust reposed
in Him. *‘In God I have put my trust; 1 wiil not fear
what man can do unto me "—Psa. §6:4. Tsmes of Cal-
umny : Those who strive to serve God and are in opposi.
tion to the world have always found, that there is nothing
too bad for the world to say respecting them. The amount
of calumny and misrepresentation ditected against believers
would be amazing 1f we did oot remember that it has been
the same in all ages and in every land, and that even the in.
carnate Lord, who was goodness and purily itself, was
spoken against, accused of being 2 wine-bibber, a traitor,
a blasphemer, of beinp in league with Satan, and of not
beinz worthy to live. If these things were done in the
green tree, *‘ what shall be dope inthedry?” Will not the
wo 1d that maligned the Master, malicn his followers?
Well, in all such times those who ate God's children may
say as David did:  * He shall save me from the reproach
of him that would swallow we up "—Psa. §7:3; and can
take to themselves the comforting words of the Saviour :
* Biessed are ye when men shall revile you and shall say ail
manner of evil against sou falsely, for my name's sake "'—
Matt. 9: 11, Zimes of Temptation: When the enemy
comes ia like a flood, when we feel our strength failing, our
feet well nigh slipping ; then is the time to feel that God
can help us and God alone, that he can save us from the
evil one, and deliver us in the time of temptation. Well
would it have been for David if he had always felt thus spd
trusted thus; how different would bave been the Iatter part
of his life ; how much sorrow apd darkpess be would have
been saved.

On the second topic the grounds of coofidence are so
many that we can do little more than enumerate them.
We have confidence in God because of Hés £imighty Porwer.
Whatever we nced He can do, read Isa. 40: 15.22; and
feel \hat He who can do all this is our God, our Father and
our Friend ; what then have we tofear?®  Again &is fnow-
ledge of our needs and weakness, ipspires trost ip Hiw, for
this knowledge is joined to icfimte love and kindoess, He
knows cur wants and Heiswilling and ready tosupply them
all, Then there is the remembrance of past mercies. The
Psalmist found such a remembrance in ver. 2 of our lesson,
and it was that which inspired him with confidence to go
against the Philistine Goliath—1 Sam. 17: 37. Whohasnot
at some time or other f=it the good hand of the Lord in
blessing and saving ; let this be 2 ground of cenfidence for
the futare. Aund have we not 74e Promises of God, exceed-
ingly sweet and precious to rely npon; promises which
never were, aud never can be broken—for Scripture illus.
trations of this, see AMain Jesson below. David said in
ver. 13 that he * had fainted unless’ he “‘had believed,”
not simply hoped, but bad the confidence of faith *to sce
the goodness of the Lord iu the land of the living."”

On the third lopic, we may teach that one fruit is Deliver-
ance from fear, as here David says: ** Whom shzli I fear?”
ver, 1. **My heart shall not fear,” ver. 3; and so in the
face of all.the evils that come against him of men and devils
the Christian can say “of whom shall I be afizid?"
Safety from harm, that is from allspiritual and eternal harm.
God may see fit to let the wicked prewail agzinst the temparal
well being, even the life of his people, though evenin that
there appear to be, at times, wonderful inlcrgosilions. but
be thatas it may, the soul is invulnerzable to all the attacks
of the wicked, and no evil of that kind shall come nigh
them that trast in the Lord.  Finally there is, ¢* Prace and
Joy,” in ver. 6, David would ** offer sacrifices of joy, I will
sing, yea, I will pive praises unto the Lord,” and in the
darkest hour as well as in the trightest, in sufferings, in loss,
in whatever outward circumstances come, the Christian bas
peace ; ‘‘great peace have they that love Thylaw,” to them
God “*will speak peace,” Psa. §5: 8, aod in His *“pame
shall they rejoice all the day,” Psa. 89: 16.

INCIDENTAL TRUTHS AND TEACHINGS,

Light 0 the dackness of the soul, salvation for the sin of
the soul, the great need of man.

Light on tac way home, the privilege of believers.

Their final and complete salvation, is also assured.

Conscious helplesr .ess and dapger, should draw us near
to God.

Where God is, there is His Temple, thoze who sbide in
Him abidc in His Hoase.

In time of trouble there is nene to flee to like God.

Happy the heart that responds to the voice of God.

Earthly fricads may fail us, the Lord never will.

Those who wait oa the Lord, shall be helped in His own
right time.

The past has 2 voice to the fatare, telling of trust and
conSdence in God.

Masn Lesson.—The great ground of our confidewce,
the faithfuloess of God—Deut. 7: 953 Num. 23: 19;
Josh. 23: 14; Psa. 114: 89, 90; Matt. 24: 35, 2 Tim.
2:13; Heb,6: 183 t0° 23.



