THE PEROPLES MG AZINE,

SELECTIONS.

Ciunese AMesedtea1s. Theee ate poa otad, oy bave o dubs
or horse racing ; and hghting and bovi w we unkoown,  They me
more fond of kicking the shutide cocic thaw of Lusehing one anoth-

dowsi. In the sonth, the climate disinciines the people for active
exercise.  They display much axility in tumbhor ond balencnig

themselves on the stack 1ope. Danc ng v nnkuown amons thew
witen they hrst saw Eutopeans enzazmd e Bns amusement, they
asked if 1t were not done tor a medical purpse. A vy coranon
amusement is setting crickets ta tizht.  Two ot tiese beeels are
into a box about a teot in diamete., and i titated withy ctiaws il th s
run against each other, when they will sight tll one of them dies.
Sometimes as much as thier hundie ! dollars will be wageied on oue
of these fights.  ‘The Chinese, beyond any other nation, deseive the
epithet of a gambling people.  $o'much are they addicted to this vice.
that persens who self gootts in the sticety keep a dice-hov, and persons
who wish to purchase small artickes, will rather ganmble fur then,
than buy them in the regular way. Theatrical displays are exlutated
on several occasions ot religious festivals.  The pertormances ae
wnere pantomune, the people setdom understanding what 1s saud. The
whole 2ffuir 15 got up in a very bungling mauner, th patience ol the
auditory being much more admirable thun the <Kl of the actors,
More than a thousand per-ons once lost thea lives at a treatrical pet-
fotinance through the sconery taking tue.

Tunxers.—Simce the tnnnel under the Thares was con  leted by
Brumell, projects of the same natuie have been ot so much the sub-
ject of constructive operation as of talk and specalation, A few years
ago, it was proposed to tunnel the Hudson, at Albwny, awd now the
Canadians, perhaps somewhat excitvd by the sp'endid civam ot naithern
raitroads now in contemplation, have come to the resolution of tun-
nelling the St. Lawrence, at Montreal.  This can be slone. as the
bottom of the river there is of good rock, and the distance to he tun-
nelled, only three-fourths of a mile. It was extremely dithealt to
tunnel the Thaines, because the foundation was shifting sand, and
after hundreds of thousands were expended, it was only completed hy
running huge cast iron tunnels gradually forward every f-w teet as
they proceeded, the men workinyg under the iron covers, which were
of sufiicient strength of themselves to support the weight of the nver
at its greatest depth.  Within the p st few years, tunnelling his be-
come not uncommon in England, especially rai road tunnels.  There
is a tunnel between DManchiester an? Leds of twoand a balf ml s
long, and under mountains from 700 to 1000 feet high. There is
another between Manchester and Liverpool, 2759 feet long and 25
wide. ‘There are two in America, one on the Gieat Western 1aiiroad
hetween Pittsticld and Albany, and another hetween Baitimore aud
Ohio. Tunnels will soon become common, for we have wo v ubt but
that with huge iron tunnels, no river need be an impediment to rail
road construction.—Family Visitor.

Leinxe ovr oF Water.—Solomon’s ilfustration of the hesinning
of strifc is receiving some new enforcement now-a-tave—both the
illustration and thing ilustrated. Mr. Shepherd, at Pithps, Mame,
built himeelf a fine stone grist mill, house, blacksauth <hop, &Ke., on
a small stream, which proved insufli-ient m its volume of water to
carry his wheels. e thereupon repaited to a pond of some eizhty
actes lying on a hill above hLim, and cut a trench by which the water
was tered from the pond into his biok. No sooner had the water
commenced running throuzh the new cuty than it began to wash the
cut deeper, and the deeper it went, the faster it gulbed, titl in a very
short time an awful chasm let out the whole poud upon the hittle brook,
and swelling into 2 torreut, swept away Mr. Shepherd’s mill, house,
shop, and all, and did vast nischiet beside 5 a'ter which, all became
quiet, and the little brook ran along as peaceahly as hefore, but st had
ne wheels to turn. As to the beginning of stufe, look at our Meni-
can war. [t has well nigh emptied the big pond. When shall we
see the little brook runninz peacefully along the velley again I—Jour.
Jom.

Manrrrace Ties.—No deliberation or circumspection can be too
great in a traasaction of such importance as the choice of a partner for
life.  An error here leads to the most awful consequences. It 15 fatal
and irretrievable.  The Christian is concerned, in a particular manner,
to proceed with p~culiar caution in forming this dehicate and impoit-
ant connection. No personal attractions, to bulliaucy of talents, no
elegance of manuers, no polish of edacation shoild induce him to fom
such a connection till he has unquestionable evidence that these pleas-
ing qualities are connected with real and genuine prely. Tuisas the
gem which sparkles with undiminished lustre sn the darkest sea<ons of
adversity, an i1 the broad sunstine of prosperity, which iilumnes the
cottage and acorns the palace, which outshines the brightes! diamoni's
upon earth, and which will emit etermal splendour from the crown of
gfory in heaven. The possession of the ¢ pearl of  -eat price™ is
essentially requisite to the enjoyment of conjuzal felieity s but an
abundance ¢¢of this world’s goods® is far from being requisite.  Such
abundance generally increases the cates and anaucties of hfe, hut
seldom, if ever, adds to its real comfort. Al who enter into the
marriage state from mercenary motives, thongh they may enlarge
their possessions, and increase their fortune, hve in splendid misery,
and find that they have barlered happiness for wealth. The connec-
tion which is tru?;' desirahle, is pure and disinterested ; it unites hearts
and hands in the bonds of mutual love. Huwman life has few enjoy-
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ments ~0 exgnisite as that of loving and bewg kelovad.  No pleasures
ate conpirable to pleasures which atfuct the hearf, Such, in a pecu-
har nuanner, ate tha pleasutes which are fuund in the sweet 1etiremnent
of domestie lite. “They are simple, they ate mnocent, they are virtu-
onse=Slowel,

AN Vovesteis witir A Boa Coxstrictonr.--1 had taken a hasty

leap over a smalt rat, and, alighting on something soft and slippery,
fell prostiare s oo | conld recover myselty ] felt something twist 1ound
wy bedy, and (b oo over and over. lu a moment, it occurted to me
tinat | was snathin the Jolds of 2 serpent, 1 was squeezed so tightly,
that [ bad only e o give ane lowd scream for assistance, and in-
stinctively rmse my aims upvasdsin the endeavour to defend my head
and tace s bping awate, trom what | had heard from others, that the
serpent would endeavour to make a twist round my neck. I conld
hear the manster hissing and plaving s head round my face, but
could not see, either through pan or hotror at my situation. [ gradu-
ally fehr my tibs bending bencath its cvet gripe, and imagined that il
was oy er with e, when to my incapresuble relief, I heard the voices
of my frienes 1 one of whom, with his cutless, at one blow severed the
momster™s head Lom its hady. 1t still, however, held me fism in its
mripe, hut speedily two or three of my fartuful atiendants threw them-
<elves on the tal part of the animal, whi'st another cut about two
feet ofi trom its extiemity.  lestantly I felt rehieved, but was quite
unable to stand or speak.  Fortanately, water was at hand, and lsoon
came to myselt, thonghy now quite unconcetued about purcuing ante-
lopes or any «ther game—tar that day at least. The stench which pro-
ceeded either 1rein the breath of the serpent, or from ats fluids when
cut asunder, was sutfocating, and when reheved fiom its folds, I was
covered with bloed and slime.  As near as we could make out i¢
dimensions, the serpent was about sixteen fect in len thy and at th s
thickest part it was about the size of the legof a stout man. le
was a boa coustrictor, and its bite was not poiconous; although it Jefit
a matk or two on one of wmy arms which did not wear oft for some
vears. For manv davs afterwards, I shuddered at the sight, or even
at the mention, of a snahe of any deseription ; and for a long while
after, I ocrasionally screamed out' in my dreams 5 nor have { altogether
zot (quit of my hovror even at this day— Life of a Slace.
T Tur Hesstax Fra.—Last year the gram worm or weevil injured
the wheat in this distiiet to a considerable evtent, but nothing like
what, we fear, miy e expected trom the Hessian Fly, that tercor to
the wheat growei, which this scason, for the first time we believe in
this pactof the connt.y, makes its most unwelcome appearunce.  One-
third of the wheat crop in u.any places has heen winter-killed, and
we have every reqson to fear that another third will be destraycd by
the fiv ; upon the remaining third we must subsiat ourselves, and the
thousands of enigrants who are coming among us, (for we are sending
off every bushel we can spare of last year’s crop) and after we have
done this, where will the surplus be which we are to export to Great
Britain 7 And if this same destroy er has passed over the wheatfields
of the areat West, what is to become of the starving millions of
Entope 2 We fear the calmity is yet to come, and that e shall not
tong be suffered 10 occupy the position of mere spectators. A lady in
this vicinity has just receive | a letter rom two sons who are farming
in the State of iinais, and they write that the farmersin theirneigh-
hontheod are plonghing up their wheat and planting coru in its place,
in consequence of the ravazes of this insect.  We bave not yet ob-
served statemen(s of this kin.d in the papers from that quaiter, and we
hope 1t may not be general.— Cunada Farmer.

Fxrixerion or Staverv.—The Anti-Slavery work is siill going on
in the world.  From varions quatters the tidings come to us, that the
svstetn is totlering or falling. Recent accounts from Smyrna, state
that the slave trade of L2y pt has received a death blow.  The Gov-
ernment has issued an edict for the aholition of slavery at the end of
ffty days. OFf conrse the slave marhet felt the stroke at once, and
there was an immediate decline of sinty per cent.in the prices.  Par-
chasers, even at this reduced price, all stood aloof. In New Granada
the demand for the entire abolition of slavery isvising. A writer in
one of their late journals yrees a speedy extinction of the system. e
says, ¢ That slavery is as injurious to the proprietors of slaves as it is
to'society ; and that an immense amount of wealth wili disappear
from New Granada if the present slow and destmctive plan for its
abolition is continued. The emancipation of the children, leavinz the
parents in slavery, is <aid to work the most injurious effects ; and it is
necessary to make them all free or all slaves.  The parents can only
entertain hatred againct society where it denies to them what it he-
stows upon their children. The Lberty of all, the writer goes on to
say, is a thing which the legislature may basten but cannot delay.
He proposes that all should be made free simultanconsly, on the Ist
January, 1859, and that the gnverament shall pay their proprictors
five ; - cent. aunual interest on their valun, and that after that time
it <hall nnt he possible for any person to be held ~s a slave in the ter-
ritory of New Granada.”?

We are often tempted to censuse where we ought to be forbearing ;
though the more we ourselves become what we ought to be, the less
acute and less gratified we are in marking or mentioning the failings
of others.

The greut comet of 1264 and 1556, 1< cxpeeted by astronomncers to re.ap-
pear at tho Iatter ena of this or the commencement of the following year.
March 10, 1818, is considered the most probable peniod.  The nodes of the
comet’s orbit Jic very close to the casth's path,



