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goneric and specific characters, their modes of hfe and the
usos to which they can bo applied. Thez essay to bo open
to general competition,

2. A Siver Medal for the best Essay descriptivo of the
PLANTS indigonous to the ¢'AxabAS their genenc and
specific characters, their habate «, and their uses, medical and
economic ‘This casay to be - pen to the competition of the
Hounorary, Corcosponding and (rdinary Mombers of the So-
cioty, resident 10 the Brimisu Nortd AMERICAN Pro.
vixcrs, only. .

3. A Silver Medal fur the best Essay on any hranch of

general literature, the particul + subject thereof to bo chosen
by the respuctive authors. T.is essay to be vpen to goneral
compention. .

4. A Silvzr Medal for tho best Essay on any branch of
plulosophy or scienco, other than Natural History, the parti-
cular subject thercof to be che un by tha respective authors.
‘Thix essay to be open to gener | competition.

‘The Society bewg anxious & oncourage genceral talent im-
poses no restriction as to the yialification of competstors for
tho Medals, further than that t ey shal! be resideat or usually
30, of some ono of the BR1TIsn NoRTH AvEricay Pro.
vinces, nor to the languago .u which the Essays are to be
written.

The Essays intended for the compotition are to be trans-
mitted to, and to be received by A. F. Hursrs, Esq. M. D.
Corresponding Seeretary of the Saciety, or before the 20th
day of Februery 1430, accompanicd by a sesled noto con-
Taimog the name of the author, and a motto sumlar to ono to
be 1nsenbed at the commencen.unt of the essay. The Essays
which dg not obtain the prize will, if required, bo returned
with their nccompanying notes unoponed to any des'gnated
address.  The Soctety also res~rves to nself the right of re-
tstning the <uccassful Essays, 3« well as tho power of retusing
any of the Medals, should noue of the essays be decmed,
thie opintan of the Judges to bo apposnted, worthy ofit.

The Connintee of Judges to whom the Fssays will be re-

forred will be appomnted at the Monthly Meoting of the So-.

cioty in February 1870, and will be composed of Members
of the Society and of ather individuals residemis of MonTrERAL
distinguished for their hterary aud scientific acquirements, and
the Society would recommend competitors resident in Mon-
TREAL, and whose hand-writin,: nught possibly be famibiar 10
the Judges to be appointed to ;i «cure the assistance of some
friend to copy the Essay intended for compeution in order
that not even the shightest grounds for supposed partslity may
exist.

The Medals will bo pr d to the
ot to thetr amhorized representauives at the Aooual Meetng
«f tho Soctety on the 18th May, 1830.

HON. JOHN RICHARDSON, President.
A. F. HOLMES, Coresponding Secretary.
ROBERT ARMOUR, Jr. Recording Secrelary.
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ful didste

nations of the East, had thoy a good govermment
and the Christian voligion "

In truth, Persian socioty, good Persian socioty,
introduces ap observaut Luropean, qualilicd by a
familiarity with the langungo and manuers, to thy
hnowledgo of many charaglers, which would be ad-
mired in the circles of our own country ; I mean
wen of oxcellent parts, cultivated understandings,
and fine taste. Dcould appeal to the testimony
}of one individual on this pwot, who has had xhun-
dant opportupities to study the Persians,—I mean
Sir John Malcolm : I have heard hin speak in
the wost favourablo terws of the better classes in
Persia.

Having received av invitation to dino (or rather
sup) with a Persian party in the ciiy, [ accordingly
went, and found 2 number of guests assembled.
;'l‘he banquet was served in a court, decoratod with
flowers, sub dio. The conversation was varied,
H:r:u‘c and gay, chiefly of tho latter comploxion.
"Poetry was oftentho subject ; sometimes philosophy,
,snmetimes politics prevailed. Amongst the tupics
idiscussed, religion was one. There are so many
'sects in Persias ospecially if we wicludo the freo
‘thiuking classes, who dabble in religious subjects
]b} way of amusement morely, that the questions
j which fiequently grow out bfsuch a discussion con-
stitute no trifling resource for conversation. I was
tealled upon, though with perfect good brecding and
Ippoliteness, to give an uccount of the tonets of our
taith, and I confess I felt myself sometimes embar-
-rassed by the peiuted queries of my companions.
i I soon found that I could best parry their attacks
by opposing one of my antagonists against the
‘other. Oue of the guests whum [ had pever be-
i fore scen, appoared to bo a sceptic ; he doubted
every thing; he declared be was not convinced that
"the scene hefore him was real ; he even maintained
the probability of the whele of what we supposo is
actually cognizable by our seuses, being an illusion.
' Another sportively remarked that thero was noth-
ing real but enjoyment: he argued (evidently in
jest) that pleasure was the greatest good which
humwan beiugs could desire; that, therefore, pleasure
was tho ouly subject worthy of a inan, and his pur-
suit of it was justifiable, to whatever Jength it car-
ricd bim, provided hoe did not interfore with the

MISCELLANY.

From the Auane Journal, for Mareh.
AN ADVENTURE AT SHIRAUZ.

Nine or ten years ago, I happeued to spend a few
weeksin Shirauz. T wilnot say thoy were the
nrost agreeablo of my life; but assuredly 1 have
passed many less pleasant. Being in sonie degree
clothed with an official character, I enjoyed more
freedom than is usnally allowed to ordinary travel-
lers: not that Persia is an intolerant or bigoteld
country,—far from it; boys and raggzamuffins will
occasionally jnsolt a Feringhee, and oven pelt him
with stones: but there is not much risk in taking
summary vengeanco upon tho offendor's carcass,
provided the outrage be reul and unprovoked.

Shirauvz is, or rather was, (for recent visitors tell
us that the earthquakes have changed its climate as
well as its aspect) a delicious place. At about
seven miles from the city, vou enter a heautiful val-
oy, emerging from hilly defiles. Feitility smiles
around, aad perfumes impregoate the air.  Within
the walls of Shirauz are gardens and fountsins and
ia tho suburbs groves of citron and orange, with
vineyards and rivulets, where the indolent voluptua-
ries of the city ropose upon couches of rose-hlos-
soms, as they listen to tho enchanting notos of the
Persian  nightingales, whilst inbalivg from the
caleoon tho fragrant and exhilarating smoke.  Such
is the influenco of the climate, in tgc more tempe-
rate season of the year and of the day, that exis-
tonce, meio oxistence, is felt to be a lusury.  Shall
wo then account the Pemians a bruufied, unintel-
lcctual race, because we hear of their resigning
themsclves sometimes to the gratification which re-
sults from tho indulgence of bodily langour, asif
they were more scasualists, and incapable of mental
effort? Henry Masrtyn, tho celcbrated missionary
(of whom I shall have more to speak aunen), who
Lad inany advantages to assist himin forming a
right estimato of tho Persian character, says, * the
people are clover and intolligent, and more calcyla-

ploasure of another, which was the ouvly rule of
human conduct. . A graver reasoner endeavoured
to rebuke both speakers. Ho dwelt upon the ne-
cessity of our being acccountable to the Being who
made and preserved the world ; observed that a
sense of rehgion alone could effectually restrain
mankind from the cominission of acts inimical 1o
the general good ; and quoted many maxims from
Saadi and the poets, ending witi a passage from
the Pand-nameh : * if you would escape the flames
of hell, purify yourselt’ with the waier of pict; ;
if vou would walk in the paths of happiness, let
the lamp of devotion guide your footstops!”
Amongst the guests was a person who took little
pact in these woek eucounters, which seemed to
me to bo chicfly expedicnts . for the display of wit
and repartce. He was a2 man below the middle
age, of a serious countenance and mild deportment.
He did not appear to be on terms of intimacy with
any but the eatertainer. ‘The cailed hin Mahomed
Rahem. I thought he frequently observed me with
great attention, and watched every word that }
uttered, especiaily when the subject just referred to
was discussing.  Once I expressed mysell with
somo levity ; { fear I was a little corrupted by the
examplo of those around me, many of whom made
no scruple of jesting upon points, which ought, in
their estimation af least, to have been exempt from
ridicule. This individual fixed his eyes upon me
with so peculiar an oxpression of surprise, regret,
and roproof, that I was strock to the very soul, and
felt a strange mysterions wonder who this person
could he.  He perceived that he had unintentionally
excited 1y suspicion and cansequently avoided my
looks; but whenever our glances did meet, cach of
us was ovidently disordered by the collision. ¥ ask-
cd privatoly of one of the party if he knew the
persou who had so strangely interested me. He
told mo that ho had been educated for a moollah,
but bad never officiated ; that be wasa man of
cuusiderable learning, and much respected, but was
Karlicularly resorved and somewhat ececutrie in his
abits. He lived retired, and_seldom visited evea
his most iutimate friends. My, informaut added

ted to become great and powerful than any of tho|

B

that bis only inducement to join the purty had

boen tho expectation of meotin
as he was oxtromely attache
Nation, and had studicd our
Learning.

‘T'his anformation raightily increased my curiosity,
which I determined to seck an oppuortunity of gra-
ulying, by conversing with the object of it. But
he was by no means so forwad as V eapected Ho
ackoowledged that he koew a httls of the En-
glish language, but he preferred expressing him-
self in Persian. Mo spohe but Iittle, avd rather
collly.

Thoe day after the entertainment, I paid a visit to
the porson at whose house it had been given, and
spoke to him of Mahomed Rabem. Ho said br
was a .auch esteemed friend of his, aud offered,
without waiting for my solicitation, to take me to
visit him. I suppressed my joy at tho offer, and
tho ensuving morning was fived for the interviow.

Mahomed Rahem' resided in the suburbs of Shi-
rauz. My introducer, whose name was Meorza
Reaza, informned me that I should be disappoeiuted
if T expected to sce a splendid mausion.  Perhaps
he udded, yon will he better pleased, beeause you
will see many objects which will remind you of your
native land.

Wo reached the house of Mahomed Relem, who
received us with great cordiality, and spoke to e
in a manaer quite free from that reserve which
appeared on the former occasion. 1 was soon
charmed with his agreeable manuers and even viva-
city ; for no appearance of Migity remained.
Ho was arcmarkably cheesful and well-nformed
man.

Our interview was short ; we seemed hoth to feel
that the presence of Meerza Receza was a restraint
upon us. I therefore took my leave, after obtain-
ng permission to repeat my visit. I remarked in
the dwelling of Mahomed Ralem a neatness and
comfort which are extremely rave in Persian houses
generally ; even when the proprictor is wealthy and
the apartments spacious, thero is almost always a
grievous abseuce of what the Freuch term proprete
in that country. As DMeerza Reeza had informed
me, I percoived in the furniture of his friend’s house
several articles of Europear manufacture not often
found in Yersia.

A few dagys after this, I called alone upen Ma-
homed Rahem. 1 found him reading a volume of
Cowper’s Pooms ! 'T'he circumstance led to an im-
mediate discussion of the merits of Ilnglish poetry,
and Buropeau hterature in general. I was per-
fectly astonished at the clear and accurate concep-
ticns he had formed upon these subjects, aud at the
precision with which he expressed  himself in En-
glish. Wo discoursed upon these congemial topies
for nearly two hours; and whether T was mterested
by the novelty of the accurrence, or by the mystery
which sull seemed to hahg about the individual,
koow not, but I never {clt less fmtigued, or, to speak
more correctly, I never cnjoyed a liwerary tele-a-tefe
with more gout. Surpnsed that a man with such
refined faste aod just reflection as he seemed to be,
could still be eathraled 1o the bondage of Islamism,
or could even relish the metaphysical mysticism of
the Saofees, I ventured to sound his opinious upon
thesubjeet of religion.

“ You arc a Moollah, I am informed.”

4 .No,” said he - * I was educated at a Madrussia,
but I;have never felt aa inclinaton to be one of tha
priesthood.”

.4 The exposition of your religious volume,” I re-
joined, * demauds a pretty close application tostudy 3
before a person can be qualified to teach the dec-
trines of the Koran, I understaud he must thorough-
ly examine and digest volumes of comments, ascer-
tain tho scuse -of the text and the application of its
injunctions. This is a_Iaborious preparation, if a
man be disposod consciontiously to fulfill his import-
ant functions.”  As he made no rema.k, I continu-
ed: * our Scriptures are their own expositors; we
arg solicitous only that they should be read : aud
although some particolar passages ars not without
same difficulties, arising from the inherent obscurity
of language, the faults of translution, or the esrors
of copyists 3 yet it is our boast that tho “authority
of our Holy Scripture is confirmed by the per-
spicuity and simplicity of their style as well as
precepss.” .

X was curprized that he made no reply to those
ohservations. At the hazard of being deemed ime

an Boglshman,
to the Lnglish
Languago and

pertinent, I procoded to panigyrize the leading



