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opiemng its mna-sive walls to the righit and left, as if ini proud sub-
mission, to permit the waters of the majestic Sacramento to Pase
on. Sti)) fhrther nordi, rising rnajestically above the other peaks,
and looking, down upon them as if in scornfut derision, the Buttes
stand out, a kind of guardian sentine) over the inferior portion of
thie mouniain family, a huge guidepost ta direct the traveler along
his way. This is %vhat Benton proposed as the everlasting menu-
mxent of Washington and of the glory of America. What an idea!
Only think of' a sign-board extending across that buge pile, the
gl"ittering letters carved out twvo miles apart whielh the emigrant
as lie passes over the peaks of the Sierra Nevada at the distance
of one hundred miles, rends plainly, making out the words-
%V AiS I1-,G T 0N and A b i Uc A . Apparently but a short
distance to the south, the TFable Mountain modestly raises its forai,
and look9 very much as though it had been beheadeâ. Trees are
visible on its rugged sides ; but the top is fiai, giving it the ap-
pearance of' the baýse of' a cone, or a table, from wbich it received
its name. Still further Io the south, and almost buried ia the
distance is Mount Diabolo, which overlooks the Bay of' San Fran-
cisco. The Mexicans have long had a superstitions belie)' that
evil spirits liad their abode there. Turning to the eaet, the grand-
est spectacle in here beheld. Below, the gentie waters o)' the
Macosuimnes %vind slowvly throtugh the valley; flewers of' every
hue meet the eve; at ieast a hune.red varieties fil! the air ivitx
ilieir delicious odors; grass of' luxuriant growth waves in tuie
breeze; white above, commencmng apparently but a fewv miles
distant, and extending, te the utmost limit of' vieu' on eitber side,
the Sierra Nevada are covered %vitlî deep snows. Net like dis-
tant clouds as seen in the wvest on a summer evening, piled up
lik-e bugs of' cotton, but one continuous line of' deep, deep snowv.
These snowvs continue tilt late in the summer, %vasting gradually
away wvhen the tient becomes so intense that they yield te its
wvarm embrace, ail except here and there a spot on the more
elevated peaks. Bettween, among the huis which rise graduaîîy,
Olie afier aniother, and along the uipper part o)' the Macosumnes
as voit azscend into the moulitainel are thousands of miixers busiîy
deîving, Iilie so mnany moles, fromn morning till aight, day after
day, washing in the cold wvater wvhicli fows from the everlasting
snows above thcmr.

But a short disbance )'rom this Iocality, where the his begin te


