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is the lhaif-colnsejouis invention of a ciild-Iil.Cc aoe, flot to be
treate1 more scriouisly than anv otheri mvtlî cul-i-cnit in flhc
folk-lorc of the w~orId. Somnètiîîg like this is the vicv sug-
gcsted by Canon Clhevue in the last cedition of the Eneveclo-

paedîa iani.
Bu3it thoughl it is ciiuite possible tlhat iii somne of the forîins

\'hichi thc tradition lias takeii tlîc - ay be mîythological cle-
mients, as is flot unifr-eqcnctlvr the *.case ini stories based on
actuial historical eveîîts, it caîî liaidly 'Je sai(I that the Bible
account fiil(s a vcr-:; satisfactoi-\ e.xplanatioîî bv thiat ietlod.
It is too sober and( circumistaiîtial ini its (ictails to IJe so easilv
(1151 osCd of, and( there is no obvious natural fact sufflcieiitly
suggyestive ofl t'le storv to account foi- it. Not minay reverent
B,:ile students. at aîîy rate, Nvill be conîtent to accept thiat cx-

IJlanatioli of the Gencsis narrative, save a s a Iast rcsort after
cvcrvtliiiîz, cisc lias failcd to renîîovc the objections against it.

Ccrtaiîîlv the wvay out of the (lifficulty ini tlîis case is too -easy'
to mlake. stuch a v\iolenit!cdcvicc iîccssary.

l'le \lole foi-ce of the scieiîtific objectionîs, it -%viIl iJe
ol)serve(l. lies iiih upsto tit codn to the Bible.
iaî-rativec, the delugc- is aibsoltutcly universal over the %vliolc "if

the earth's surface. If w-c arc aillo\\edl to suppose tlîat it wvas
of at local characte-, coîîfiîicd to a. Iiiîitedl arca, tuie sciiý.nLiF!(-
(liffictilties at once disappear. Theî-c wvouldi le nîo iîîîp)ossi-
bilitv iii coiîstruictuîc an~ ark or vessel lai-g cîiomrh to house
the (lonJestic animais of sucli an ai-ca, together witlî sucli other
species as it nîiightf be ncessaî-v to perpetuate thcîc for îa'
use in t'le future. 0f the rest, sorte inigilit pei-isli. w'lîle-
otliei-s îîear the ed-,c of tic subnîiicî-gYcd region. iniit save
thecnselves b' Il ighit. The great bullk -\voul(l ie in nio wise

The space of a ycar miiglît scn a shor-t finie foi- a geologie
event of suchi magnitude as w-ould correspond( even nîoderatc-
lv to the deiîiaiîds of tlie îîaî-ative, thoughi îot ai feuv acologic,
catastrolcS, stncl as eai-thquliakcs and( tidail wvaves. htave been
sudl(efl enoug.li. But thiat pcî-îoc of a ycar wvlich appears inb


