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gical, as opposed to religious belief.
From intelligent and pious ministers in
the Anglican, Methodist, Congregation-
alist, Baptist, and Presbyterian Churches
you wili hear but one gospel. Occa-
sionally a high churchman will air his
sacramentarian fad, or a I3aptist, his im-
mersion of aduits ; a hot-headed Calvin-
ist wili misimprove the time by berating
the Armninians, and an Arminian of war-
like spirit wiil retort by misrepresenting
the Calvinists, that is by trcating them
as if they actualiy betieved ail that is

contained in the Confession of Faith,
which they do flot. Ail these churches
i're as one on the cardinal doctrines, the
Trinity, the Incarnation, the Atonement,
the Work of the Holy Spirit, Man's Fail
and need of Redemption by grace re-
ceived through Faith, and a Future State
of Rewards and Punishments. 1 wish
they were a littie more at one on the
personalit- and agency of the devil, who,
has so much to, do with our unhappy
differences. Lut, instead of accepting
or professing in brief these cardinal
truths of sacred Seripture, we must be
m.ide to subscribe to, schoiastic dicta,
hair-splitting distinctions, and logical
concatenations regarding theni, some of
which have fot been proved and are in-
capable of proof from Holy Writ. 1 see
no reason why a Bible-possessing and
Bible-loving church of the nineteenth
century should be cribbed, cabined and
confined by the legal spirit, the miscon-

ceptions, the narrowness of Augdstine
and Anselm, of Aquinas and Calvin.
The Presbyterian Church of to-day is
greater and wiser than ail of these mnere
men. The chief divine to compile the
Westminster Confession and Catechisms
was Dr. Anthony Tuckney, Vice Chan-
cellor of Cambridge, and he said : "For
the matter of irnposing upon 1 arn not
guilty. In the Assembiy I gave my
vote with others that the Confession of
Faith put out by authority skoud not be
requirea' (o be effier swern or subscribed

1o, our having been burnt in the hand in
that kind before.» Richard Baxter was
a good Presbyterian, but, in his reconi-
miendation of the newv creed, he wrote: I
hope the Assembly intended flot ail that
long Confession and those Catechisms to,
be imposed as a test of Christian commu-
nion, nor to disown ail that had scrupied
every word of it. If they had, 1 could
not have comniended it for any such
use, though it be useful for the instruc-
tion of families." Dr. McCrie remarks
on these documents so, sacred in many
eyes: "The English divines by whom
they were cornposed neyer subscribed
then, nor intended that they should be
subscribed as ternis of ministerial or
Christian communion.' There is no
doubt that these divines knew what they
were about. What they feit in the sev-
enteenth century is beginning to dawn
upon us in the nineteenth. A first step
towards the mutual, approach of Chris-


