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gregation. Alternate the perij al of these two volumes
paîge after page, and id lîow beautifully tic one lits thu
citlicr. In the one, sorrowvs, in tic othcr, sooîlîings
doubts lîcre, Uic dissolving of doubts there; penitence or
this dark Page, pardon on tiat briglit one; fcars anc
trcnibliiîgs inet by gracions promnises and tinicly assur
rinces. Bretliren youi will gladly lay tliese icaves o
liealing to those torn and blecding lîearts.

And do flot bc afraid to ipply God's Word faithfülly
in otlier directions also. The conscientionsmiinister lias
many painful dutics. Fcw know how liard it is te decry
popular sins, the sins perliaps of tio5e lie sincerely loves
Wcll miglît the l)roplicts of old calI such messages the
burden of Uie Lord. My brotliers, " declare the wlîole
coutîsel of Cod, whIether nien lîcar or wliethcr tbcy for.
bear." WVhat tîougli it wotund the feelings, if in tlîe end
it save tlîe soul. Better a broken spirit tlîan a stifled
conscience. Hiere and tliere a faithlcss one nîay indo.
lently pass tlîe duty by, " speaking smootUi tlîings, pro.
phesying deceits " bccause the people 'vihl have it so.
Do you envy such ? Have yon ever seen, in a ield wvhere
wlîeat once ripened and 'vas rcaped, an old, worti out
scarc-crowv still standing, its obsolete arms and iveathier-
beaten rags swinging in tie wind, tie sport of goose and
gobler tlîat find a living anîong tlîe stubble. SîScli a
ridiculous anachronism is tie minister w~ho amuses lîLs
people with bold denuinciations of tle sins of tle antedi-
Juvians, and convenieîîtly blinks the moral obliquities
and society sins that are insidiously destroying the souls
of bis owvn people. Jirethren, speak tlîe trutb in lovec,
but speak it. In nîeekness instruct those tliat oppose
themselves, but instruct them. Rememiber tlîat Nathan
neyer preaclîed a better sermon thuan wlicn litt told lus
parable of tic one cîve lamb te the royal delinquent; for
P>eter a more successful one than when lie cliirged
home to tie crucifiers of our Lord, thecira.nnatural crime.

Secondly, the personal elenient lias a place in the snb-
ject matter of the preaclier. Preacli Christ and Hitm
crucified. Tlîe linnian being is a person, and yearns
intuitively for the knowledge of a personal God. To
meet thîis yearning the Infinite 'vas manifested in tlîe
flesh. In every sermon, tierefore, set clearlybefore thie sotîl
Hlim who is tlîe briglîtness of the Fatlîer's glory, and tue
express image of luis person. «** If we spent less timie,"
says the Manchester flaptist, "in propping up the Cross,
and more time in pointing men to it, tlien more souls
would be saved by it." WVlen the hcart is breaking, cani
it sob itself to rest in tic bosoni of inimensity ? Tlîeî
preacli the Friend of the Sisteî of ]3ethany. lVhen the
spirit is being wrung îvitlî tic bittcrness of sin, will
inexorable law extract the poison? I'hen prcach the
Graciaus Redeemner, vhiose feet were waslicd witlî peni-
tential tears, and whîo si;id, 'lThy sins are forgiven tdice,
go in p)eace." Wlien tlîe tides of doubt and dcspair
are rising arotind a man, can hie grasp the liand of the
unknowable? Then 'prcach the Lord of Peter, wlio
walked the waters of Galilee. W7hen wveary witlî the
burden of sonie great yearning, can I confide in an
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impersonal idea ? l'len preach Uie J3eloved of Johin, on
ewhose breast lie leaned, whosc secrets lie lcarncd. And
;wlhcn tic slîadocýs of deatli are gafliering tliick, can the
itliouglit of annihilation clicer the souli? Mhien preacli

1 tie cruciied King whîo said, " to.day shaIt thoti bc 'vitî
. ne in Piradisc."

f 'I'lirdly, thcrc is a pliace in preacliing for tie person-
ality of the prcacher. In the God-niade preaclier tiiere
rire Iiidden resources that no text-book or course of
lectures can furiiislî-thce preacher's own experience of
God's dcalings with linisclf. One great secret of tie
Aposties' strength was that tlîey could fait back upon
tlîeir owni lîistory for corroboration of tlîeir doctrines.
Tlîerc wvas irresistible force in sncli appeals as tiiese :
'lîat wlîich our cyes have seen, whlich wve have heard

%vitlî oîîr cars, wlîiclî our hands have lîandled of the
word of lifé, declare we unto yon." " Ve believe,
tîcrefore we sp)eak." "We have flot followcd cunningly
deviscd fables, wiiCfl we inade knovn unto you the
power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were
cyc-wittîcsses of hi?! najesty," " We ivere gentie among
you, even as a nurse miother chîerislîeth lier clîildren,
being affectionately desirons of you." Ini speaking thuî
Jolin and Peter and Paul spoke witl all modesty and
sirnplicity and naturalness, wvithout a tinge of self-
riglîteous superioi iy. And tîe preacher whc, cannot do
as they did, lacks one great elernent of powver. " Take
lîced to tlîyself and to the doctrine." 'The Apostolic
order is flot ilivays observed-thyself, the doctrine. Vet
it is an obvious necessity. " I 'vant you to guide nie
straighî," said General %Vnlseley to a yoting Scotchman,
famiiliar with the plains of tic Nule, " guide nie by the
star." DLîring tie battle, th. t fohlovcd, the young man
wvas inortally wounded, and WVolseley visited hini in bis
tent. The dyin- soldicr raised lus eyes and said,

Didn't I guide you straiglit, General, didn't I guide
>'ou straight?" My dear brothers, if w~e would be faith-
fui guides, ive must ourselves be familar ivih the ivay.
WVe can no longer stand and say, Go, but pressing to the
front, cry, Coule. WVc must be like Bunyan's Great heart,
at the hîcad of our pilgrimi band, guiding tlîem safely out
of the Sltuglis of Despond, and over the Hilîs Difficulty,
and tlirouglî tlîe Enclîanted Groninds, and across the
Valîcys of Hamiliation, on to the verge of the river.
WVe must beware of substituting professional religion for
personal. If Elijah needcd thc solibudes of Clîerith to
freslien, embolden, and miature bis faitlî, and Paul, eaRer
for the fray as a great war horse, must retire to the deserts
of Arabia, lîow nuch more do you and I need, in tliese
days of excessive publicity, in order to recover Our
balance and renewv our strengtlî, to be baptized afresh
witli tlîe spirit of God in the dcrvy stillness of prayer
and meditation.

There is in Mexico a tree called the rain-tree, wlîich
lias tlîis singular quality, that it imbibes nxoisture froin
tie atmosplîcre to such a degree tiat it is nlways drip-
ping wet. In sunimer, 'viien tic brooks are dry, and the
ground parclied, tlîis strange tree sparkles aIl over with


