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PLEASANT HOURS.

At Eastcr Dawn.

Bwestly tho binls are singing
At Easter dawn
Sweotly the bells are ringing,
On Easter Day.
And the words that thoy say,
On this glad Easter Day,
Are, ~ Chriat the Lord is »isen.”

Birds! forget not your singing,
At Eastor dawn ;
Bells ! bo ye ever ringing
On Easter morn.
in ths spring of the year,
When Eastor is hers,
Sing, “ Christ the Lord is risen”

Buds ! ye will soon be fiowers,
Cheery and whito,

Spow.atorms aro changing to sho sers,
Darkness to light.

With the awak ulng of spring.

O sweptly sing,
*“ Lo ! Christ the Lord is risen.”

Kaster buds were growing,
Ages ago!

1caster Hlles were blowing,
By the water's flow.

All nrture was glad,

Not a creature was sad,
Kor Christ the Lord is risen.

LESSON NOTES.

B8ECOND QUARTER.
STUDIES IN THE ACTS AND EFISTLES

LESSON III —APRIL 18.
GENTILES CONVERTED AT AN-
TIOCH.
19-26. Memory verses, 21-24.
GOLDEN TEXT.

Then hath God also to the Gentiles
granted repentance unto life - Acts 11 18.

OUTLINE.

1. Thor Church Growing, v. 19-2i.
2. The Church Organized, v 22-26.
Time.—A.D. 40-44.

Place.—Antioch in Syria

HOME READINGS.

3. Lite for the Gentiles.~—Acts 11. 1-18.
1'u. Gentiles converted at Antioch —Acts
11, 19-26.

Promise for the Gentiles.—Isa. 6u.
1-7.

A minister to the Gentiles.—Rom. 15.
13-21.

Joy of the Gospel.—Luke 10, 17-24,
Fellow-citizens.—Eph. 2. 11-22,
From all natloms.—Rev, 7. 9-17.

QUESTIONS FOR h{ME STUDY.
1. The Cburch Growing, v. 19-21.
Why did the disciples leave Judea ?
How far éid they go in thelr traveis
To whom only did they at first preach”
To whom did some afterward preach
Who were thege latter preachers
What results followed their worls ?
Golden Text Why *
2. The Church Organized, +.
Who heard of this good work in An-
tioch ?
who were sent to inspect the work ?
Hcew did Barnabas feel ?
What d!d he urge them to do ?
How 18 Barnabas described ?
In character whom did he resemble ?
Chapter 6. 5. )
From Antioch where did Barnabas go,
and for whom *
Where had he hnown Saul ® Chap-
ter 9. 27.
How long did these two remain at
Antioch ?
What new name there came {nto use ?
By what names had they been called
bafores ?
PRACTICAL TEACHINGS.
Where in this lesson are we shown—
1. That God's enemies sometimes help
tho truth?

2. How we should feel when God's
cause prospers ?

3. How we can
Christ 2 Gal. 6, 2.

Acts 11.
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“tulfil the law o

THE BASTER FESTIVAL.

On this happy Easter morning, it is
perhaps not amiss that we should tell
our yotng readers something of the his-
tory of this great Christian festival It
is held 10 commemo: ation of the resurrec:
tion of our Savlour, aad is called Pascha
by the Roman and Greck Churches. 1t
{s & mo%atis feast, ocrurrlng at any date
between March 21 and A9ril 25; and
by It the other movable feasts through-
out the ecclesiastical year are regulated.
It is held z2bout the same time as the
Jewish Pacsover, or Paschal Feast, al
though it very seldom happens that the
Christian Az Jewish festivals are ob-

; served on tho same day. In the early
| Church this festival lasted soveral days,
and catechumens were then usually ad-
t mitted.to the rite of baptism. At pre-
sent {ts celebration is confined in thn
Church of England to Easter Eve, Easter
Sunday, and the Monday and Tuesday in
Easter weck.

In the Roman Catholioc

sat dally with you teaching in the tem-
' ple, and ye lald no hold cn me. But all
this was done, that the scriptures of
the prophets might be fulfilled. Then
all the disciples forscok him and ficd. —
| 8t. Matthow 206. 47-56.
i

Cuurch 1t 18 8 time of enjoyment, becauss | BOW THE OYSTER BUILDS HIS

tuxat I cannot now pray to my Father,

‘how then shall the Scriptures be ful-

the restrictions imposed during the pre-
ceding period of Lent arc no longer to
be observed.

Some ascribe tho institution of the
Easter festival to the apustles, but the,
more general opinion s that It was first |
observed by thelr immediate succezsors,
about A.D. 68. The Council of Arles, iIn ,
314, deccrced that the day for keeping
this festivai should be the 14th day of
the March moon, but by the alteration
of the calendar by Uregury XIIL, 1 1082, .
the first Sunday after the ful’ moon im-
mediately following the 2lst of March,
was fixed as Kaster-day. « i

OHRIST'S BETRAYAL. ’

This picture of the betrayal of our |
Lord {s after a famous painting by tle
pounced Dooray). The following are
celebrated French artist, Dore (pro-
the words in which St Matthew de-
scribes this greatest crime of all the
ages .

And while he yet spake. lo, Judas,
one of the twelve, came, and with him
a great multitude with swords and
staves, from the chief priests ani elders
of the people. Now he that betrayed
him gave them a sign, saying, Whomso
over I shall kiss, that same is he : hold
him fast. And forthwitt he came to
Jesus, and sajd, Hall, master; and kissed
him. And Jesus sald unto him,
Friend, wherefore art thou come ? Then
came they, and lald hands on Jesus, and
tovk him. Ard, behold, one of them
which were with Jesus stretched out his
hand, and drew his sword, and struck &
; servant of (ke Ligh priests, and smote
, off his ear. Then said Jesus unto bim,
Put up .ga.n thy swnord into his place,
for all 'Licy that take the sword shall
perist. with the sword. Thinkest thou

and he shall presently give me more
than twelve legions of angels? But

| filled, that thus ft must be? In that,
same hour said Jesus to the mult'tudes,
Are ye come ouc as against a thief with
swords ard staves for te take me? I’

, additional stoty to his Louse.
, does by depositing very fine particles of

SHELL.

The body of an oyster is a poor, weak
thing, apparoutly incapable of doing any-
thing at all, yet what a marvellous
huuse an oyster builds around his dell-
cate frame! When the oyster {s frst
born he is a very slmple, delicate dot,
a8 it were, and yet ho is born with his
two shoells unon him, For some upn-
known reason he always Pxes himself on
his round shell, never on his flat shell,
and, being once fixed, he begins to grow,
but he grows only in summer.

Inspect an oyster-thell closely, and it

CT.RISTS BETRAYAR.

will be seen that it is marked with dis-
tinct l{nes. As the rings we observe in
the section of the trunk of a tree denote
years of growth, so does the marking of
an oyster tell us how many years he has
passed in his "“hed” at the bottom of
the sea. Suppose an oyster was born
June 15, he would go on growing up
to the first line we see well marked ; he
would then stop for the winter. In the
next summer e would more than double
his size. In the next he would add to
this house. In the next two years he
would again go on building till he was
dredged up {n the middle of his work in
the following year, when he would be
five and a half years old.

The way in which an oyster builds his
shell is a pretty sight. I have watched
{t frequently. The beard or fringe of
an oyster I3 not only his breathing
organ—that is, his lungs—but his feeling
organ, by which he conveys the food tc
his complicated mouth with bis four lips.
Wtén the warm, calm days of June

, corne, the oyster opens his shell, and by

means of this fringe begins building an
This he

carbonate of llme, till they at last form

. a substance as thin as silver paper and

exceedingly fragile ;: then he adds more

. and more, till at last the new shell is

at least as hard as the old shell. When
oysters are growing in their shells they
moust be handled very carefully, as the
aew growtk ef shell wiil sut like brokea

glass, and 8 wound on a finger from an
oyster-shell is often very troublesome.—
Frank Buckland.

A THOUGHTFUL BOY.

Much of the so-called * cruelty to anl-
mals " arises {rom pure thoughtlcasness.
Every boy and man should constitute
himself a committes of one to undo care-
less work of this sort. The following
story comes from New York:

A short timo ago, as I was crossing
Murket Street, near Twenty-Second
Street, a boy, not over ten years old, who
had been walking just before me, ran in-
to the street and picked up & broken
glasa pitcher. I suppoced he intended
the pleces as missiles, since the desire
to throw something seems instinct in
every boy. Consequently, I was much
surprised when he tossced the pieces into
a vacant lot at the corner and walked
quietly on. As he pazsed me, whistling,
1 sald ¢ .

* Why did you plck up that pitcher "

1 was afrafd it might cut some

| horsn's foot,” he replied,

My next question was a natural one:

“ Are you 8 Band of Mercy boy ™

He smiled as he said : * Oh, yes; that's
why I did it.”

The bands of mercy were drawn very
closely around the dear little fellow's
heart, 1 am sure.

“ Husgh " whispered a little girl to her
classmates, who were laughing during
prayer, * we should be polite to God.”
Dear children, do you ever think how
wickedly rude it is to Jaugh and whisper
{n your <class, or while the superin-
tendent is engaged in prayer ? Be care-
tul how you laugh during God's service,
lest some time he laugh at you and
“ mock when your fear cometh.”

WORKS OF )
JOSEPH H. HILTS

l-:sl»crlence of a Backwooux Preacher,
Facts and incidenis Culled from
Thirty Years of Ministerial Life.
Second edition, cloth, illustrated &1 25

“1n thisage . . . & volumeo of facts
and realitles Is positively refreshing.
. . We have read this volume with
unbounded pleasure. The style is
quaintly original and subtly humorous,
and holds the interest of the reader from
the first to the last chapter.”—Truth,

« Mr. Hilts relates his exp-rlence in 2
pleasing, gossipy style, and as they are
varicd, embracing incidents, woth gro-
tesque and grave, the perusal of the book
is a pleasure, From an historlcal point
of view the book is valuable.”—Toronto
Mafl.

Amony the Forest Tries; or, How
the Bushman Family ‘got = their
Homes. Cloth - - 81

~ A chronicle of facts and incidents of
ploneer life in Upper Canada, told in a
fresh, easy way, and with a sympathetic
tidelity to the details of life in the early
settlements that gives it a marked his-
torical value, besiles its merit as a live,
wall connected narrative. Mr. EHilts’
story ought to be widely read by native
Cghadians and all concerned to reach
the inner life ot the early settlementsa.”
—Toronto Globe.

« Hags all the freshness of .its pre-
decesegor, with the added charm that tho
narrative has been thrown into the form
of fiction. A record of the work ac-
complished by unaccredited heroes aad
heroines who were the ploneers of this
now flourishing Dominion, deserves to
be kept, and Mr. Hilts deserves well of
his country for this valuadble and timely
contribution to Canadian history.”—Can-
ada Presbyterian.

(lothed with the Sun; or From Oli-
vet to the Gates of Glory. Being an
Historical Similitude, in which Churis-
tianity is personified in the form ofa

and beautiful woman journing
through a wilderness that 1s full of
dangers, and where she finds many
doagly fces. Cloth - - - - §1

* Thig i1s a most excellent and interest-
ing book, written by one who has al-
ready proved his literary power in ¢ Ex-
periences of a Backwoods Preacher,’ and
*Among the Forest Trees' . . . The
attractive manaer in which these great
themes are presented makes them much
more readable than {f they were set
torth in expository or didactic form.
Mr. Hilts has written clearly and
forcibly, and with a fine literary style”
—Christian Guardian,
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