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The various canneries on the Northwest (oast
have commenced operations, and the outlook for the
season’s eateh is very promising, By the steamer Ot-
ter, which arrived here on the 23d ult.. we are in re-
ceipt of the following news from that quarter:
Smith’s Inlet -The Quashela Co. had closed
their cannery buildings and were making cans.
Rivers Infet. -New buildings for the Rivers In-
let Packing Co.. were going up and the improvements
are in progress.  The buildings of the Vietoria Pack-
Co, are all up.
Metlakatlah-
a month.

ing
dndians have gone to work for $35
Ten hoats are out,

Skeena River- -The Windszor (o, have no hoats
out, but are rc:u]y for business, Cunningham & Co.
have put up the first 17 cases. The Balmoral Co. had
about sixty fine salmon in their shed the morning the
Otter sailed.  Inverness Co. were ready, but had sent
no boats ont.  Indians on this river want S$435 2 month.

Alert Bay- The canneries are all veady for the
run.

The fish canght in the northern waters are had
and compaet, of fine taste and flavor, and «when better
known will command the highest prices in the mar-
ket. s this industr.y is susceptible of almost wnlim-
ited extension, o great inerease in the, (Ic-\'clopment of
this resource, in the immediate future, may be conti-
dently anticipated.

Inazmuch as the salmon is known to come from the
north and as the yun in the Columbia and Sacramento
rivers is annually deereasing it becomes  evident that
the great balk uf salmon (-.nmc«l on the Pacific Coast
will hu put up in British Columbia. It will be ob-
served that the great fisheries on the east coast of
Ameriea and on tlw western shores of Europe are
found within the same geogns aphical parallels.  The
abundanee of fizh in thc:o mnthmn waters corresponds
with that of the well known fishing grounds refered
t. The myrinds of food fish that swarm in the wa-
ters of this provinee go to show that there is seavcely
any limit to the nount that could be caught if the
business were fully entered upon. Hon. Allan Fran.
cis. UL 8 Consul, residing in this city says ina letter
o the 8t Lonis Grocer, that last year the fish began
running two weeks later than usnal, but when they
did come they came in myriads, The first appearance
of xalmoen was at the north—at Skeena and Nass rivers
Inlet - demonstrating again that ﬂwy
sane from the west or north, .md not from the
south, as generally supposed. - The mouth of the
Skeena is in latitnde 54 Nans, 54.10; and Rivers In-
let, 51.2 The significance of the fish coming from
the north beeoes move apparent when it is remem-
bered that Skeena is about five hundred wmiles north

and Rivers
cither
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of the Columbia. .\t the pmntxs .xlm\'e n.une(l there
were last year four cannereis, and their season’s put up
was 30,000 cases. At Mert Bay, wear the head of
Viancouver Islaind, the run was still later, and its ean.-
nery only put up 5,000 cases 2,600 less than the
On Fraser river there were fifteen
camneries in operation, the season commencing and
continuing later, and their put-up amounted to : ()() ()()()
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The twenty canneries of the provinee aggregated

285,000 eases, each containing four dozen cans calen-
lated at fifty pounds, giving 11,75(),()()() puunds 5876
tons,  They are rated at S5 per ease, and make a show-
ing in value of SL175,000. Ahnost the entire pack
of British Columbia has been sent to England.  Can-
ada and Australia, absorbing the balance.  As to the
Libor in these northern cameries with the ewcpti(m
of overseers and adepts in the bu.smc (‘hinese. In-
dians and squaws perform mast of the rongl. work, on
wages from $30 to $40 per month. The cauneries
average about sixty hands, and turn out if the supply
of tish is equal to their work, from 200 to 250 eases per
day. Outside the canneries ave white and Indian fisher-
men, who contract to furnish fish from 35 to 10 cents
a picee regardless of weight, and as they use gill-nets,
none less tll.m cight or ten pounds are ~.mght, and
they frequently run to twenty or thirty pounds.  The
vanneries use all modern appliances, and the cost of
the pack is ineveased by competiton.  The consul
states that an establishment capable of turning out
ten thousand cases the season costs 312,000 to §15.000.

At these figures several have started into business,
and after t.xl\m(r everything into consideration, con-
neeted thelcwlt]l. footed up large profits at the end of
the scason.  Some of the canneries the cost
of =almon at $250 per ease. others from this to 8$350,
but find no difticulty in making sales at §5 per case.

A number of new factories have heen put in opera-
tion this year ;and the total pack will be largely in-
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ereased.
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So great has been the inerease in the passenger
and frcwh. traflic between San Franeisco, Vietoria
and bmmd ports as to render necessary the establish.
ment of @ weekly line of acean steamers between these
points instead of tri-monthly as heretofore. Nor is
the inereased service adequate to present requirements,
especially on the up coast trips. Vessels leawving San
Francisco for Vietaria are not anfrequently compelled
to decline applications for both freight and passage
Tong before the hour of sailing,

. This tine of stauncl ocean steamers is composed
of the Geo. W, Elder, Tdaho, Victoria and Dakots, one
of which leaves Broadway wharf, San Franciseo, every
Frid: y at 2 p. m., arriving at Victoria every Monday




