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Clontributions.
The Outlook,

nY E. SHEPPARD.

A viow of the rohigious world, from
tho wateh tower of observation, in
many respects, is neither vory choering
nor encournging. It 13 trno that somo
of tho roligicus bodies aro ozponding
comnparatively largo sums for the
furthoraneo of Christianity both at
Lomo and abroad, aud are meoting
with a moasuro of denominational
succesa, It is oleo pleasivg to noto
that somo of tho harsh and ghastly
forturos of Calvinistic thcology are
giving placo to the emiling nnd lovely
featuros of scriptural {ruth respecting
tho character and dispensation of the
God of love. Also that iron-bound
Sectarianist is broaking itsell looso
from its orecd-mivotted fotters; and, in
the freedom of thought and sontiment,
aspining aftor nnity avd pesee,

On tho other hand, wo aro pamned
to seo tho Inrgo nmount of apathy in
places where overy Qospel privilege
oxinta, eapecinlly samoung young men,
who vathor prido thoemselves in staud-
ing sloof from churchies, and who glory
cithor it the conurage of indifferenco or
in tho assumptions of vain doistical
phitosoply.

Then, in ordor to attraot thoso who

do not caro for tho eimple truths of|

Clristianity, overy means is used by
the great majority of churches, no
mattor how unseriptural thoro metbods
are, that their scusational and fashion-
abls sorvicoa may bo moro largely
attonded ; and it is ono of tho most
disheartoning indications of religivue
daclension that the larger tho admix-
turo of the sensuoua in roligious coro-
monics nod modein worehip the more
popular they aro awlong tho grent
mass of unthioking end omotional
yeople.

smmireemsnglf] . In Christendom, Roman Catholicism

and the Greek Church embrace about
two-thirds of the whole. Evon whero
thero is full roligious frcedom, and
evory opportumty to undorstand and
embrace n tnoro seriptural faith, as in
the Umted States and Canada, tho
Church of Rome eecures moro of
success and largor congregations than
tho Protestant ohurches, owiog very
largoly, no doubt, to tho adornment of
tho churches with paintinges, sculpture
and drapery, and to tho display of
sacerdotal robes, burning candles,
smokhing incénso and other mothiods
adapted to tho sensuous tasto of tho
peoplo,

Without naming the Proteatant
denomirations who dopart moat largely
from the simplicity of Goepel truth and
apostolical precedents, tho reader for
himegelf can casily discover the fact
alroady montioned that the popularity
of churches e, with very few oxceptions,
in proportion to tho amount of huaman
devicos and oxpodients used to pleass
and attract tho licarors; whilo to
preach Christ and Ilim crucified, to
altend to tho ordinances 4as they havo
been dolivered to ue, and to insist on
an humblo and solf-denying life is to
romain in the emall minority of the
prolossors of Christianity. And yet,
dear reader, 1t is pleasant though we
aro thus besot with many difficullies
and many discoursgoments in our
cfforts to rosture primitive Christi-
anity, to extend our outlook, and,
with the oyo of faith, lo gazo at
the **thinga above ” and to know that
our dear Redoemer viows our faithful
allegianco to Him with the amile of
approval, and that byoand-byo wo
sball rest from ounr labours and enjoy
the socioty of all the holy ones who
have ovorcomo by tho blood of the
Lamd,

Walkerton, May 14, 1800,

i *Saving " Faith,

Mu, Evtsor,—~Ae ono who hae but
recently come out of Babylon, the
writer desires to make a simple stato:
"ment of the difterenco belween onr
|toachiug aud that of tho solfstylod
“Evangolicals” upon a vory rvital
fueation—Salvation.

Thers is uot that radical differonco
in pricaiple botween thoe teachivg of
! oue brethren and tho * Evaugelicals ”
whick is generally supposod to oxisl
Hours hiavo been worse than wasted in
aggravating and profitloss debale on
points of diffezence which had no real
oxistonco, and many a sinful war of
words has been kindled to the bowilder-
ment of tho sinocre and tho scorn of
the scoptical listenor, We wranglo
with « Evangolicals ” on tho question,
“Doos frath precedo repontance, or
does ropontanco procodo faith 2"
whereas tho simplo truth is that thay
and wo aro in perfect nccord in tLo
wattor, Thon thoro is that unscicss
conflict about ** historical” faith and
«gaving " faith. Of conrso theso termo
aro wholly unseriptural avd bowilder-
ing, and should bo firmly rejected.
Novertheless, tho distinction which our
+ Bvangelical ” frionds iutend by theso
torms is soriptural, and no peoplo
recognize aud ineist upon tho distine:
tion more atrongly than do tho
Disciples of Christ.  That theso
aasortions may bo verified Jot us
oxamino tho three great steps which
ovory alion must take in coming into
the Kingdom. In eo doing, rllow us,
for once, to adopt the language of
Babylon, and employ the terms
«historical ” and “saving ” faith.

 Hisrortcar.” Fairn.—Tho gospol
message muat be proclaimed to men.
Men must Aear and believs it But a
man may hear the Gospel overy day in
the year—implicitly beliere overy fact
and truth contained in rovelation—-and
yot romain impenitent, a hardened
robol aguinst God.

Rarentasce.—Tho sinner, awakened
by tho Gospel measage, desires to bd
dolivered from tho condemunation and
boudago cf sin. Ile turus Godward,
sceking pardon, )

« Savtnag” Fatrn,—Tho sinnor can
do notbing towntds cither meriting sal-
vation or procuring pardon.  Al, then,
that tho penitent can do, is to Arrno-
priatk the promaise of pardon contained
in tho Gospel of Jesua Christ. Baptism
is that act of /aith, in which tho peni-
tont alien casts himself trustfully upon
tho morey of God and nppropriates the
Saviour's promise, ** Ho that belioveth
aud is baptized shall bo saved.” As
ho stcps down into thoe wator, the
languago of hia heart is—

“ Just at | am—without ono plea,
But that Thy Llood was ahes for mo
And that Thou bidd'st mmocomo to Theo,
O Launb of God=I cong i
Thus viewoed, baptiem is tho expros-

sion of * saving”' faith,

It is 1v Chrnist that wo onjoy pardon,
adoption, citizenship, aund all the bless-
ings of tho vow covonant. Wo entor
1xro Christ by baptism (Gal. iii, 26, 27.)

Now, if wo bhavo correctly stated the
position of our brothron, then our
teaching regarding the order of faith
and repontanco does not conflict with
that of ¢ Evangelicals.” They say
Repontancoprecodes *'sacing faith, Wo
say repentanco precedes baptism. Thon
tho only question betweonus is—"Docs
tho einner exercise ‘gaving ' faith by
being baptized 2 Wo say hio doss.

“But,” askeour “Evangclical' friond,
W how can & bodily acl express saviog
faith 2" To this we reply, © Waenot
tho act of dipping in tho Jordan an
act of saving faith to Nasman tho
8yrian ¢ Was ho not seved from
leprosy through tbat act of faith?
(2 Kings v. 14.) Was not tho act of

lookiug ot tho brazon serpent an act

—_— e a———

ol saving furth to the biiten Terachilo 2

Wae ho not scoed from death through
that act of faith ? (Numbers xxi 9.)
Was not tho aot of washing in tho
pool of Siloara an act of sacing faith
to the man born blind ?  Was ho not
saved from blinducss through that act
of faith? (John ix 7.} Was it not
saving falth for Saul of Tarsus to arise
and be baptized and wash away Ais sins,
ealling on the nawme of tho Lovd ?
(Aots xxii. 16.) Was he not sared
through that act of faith 2 ¥

Unfortunately, wo cavnol persuade
our ** Evangolical” friends to admit
theso eoll-evident truths.

Youra it the ancient faith,

L. MacDoxarp,
Loundon, Ont.

Newness in Christ.

3. R GAFF.

Wherefore If any man {a{n Christ,he lo »
new creature 3 the old thinge are passed away
beliold they have becowne new,—2 Cor, v. 17,

The iden of nownose is radical in the
Gospol of Cliriet. He ¢ae not to ro.
forin and to make things battor, Lut to
tegonorato, to mako now., e begine
by moking man now and will end with
making oll things new. 2 Pet. iii.
18.—Rev. xxi. 1.6.

1. Observotho conditlion of this néw.
noss: “If any man bo in Christ”
Christ Himsoll ie presentod to us as a

o i — e " -
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Ho is now in his rlson life.  Whilo we
toad the eartndife of Christ in the
Gospele, incomparablo in Iis love in
Hie divine character, it is in Christ
dying and rising that all might entor
into tho conditions of a new oreation
with Him that wo seo our hopo and
rejoicing.

8, Tho condition on which wo are
made now is that on which Ile hae
ontored into Hisrisenlife. It is dying
aud rising. Wo aro to die to this
world and rise to watk in newncss.
Rom. vi, 4. It strikes a death blow
at tho roots of the old things. Wearo
not to live unto ourselvos but unto
Him. * Old things are gone, new
things bave comeo.” Hero is tho im-.
portanco in our preaching of insisting
on thia change., Thero must bo a
crucifying of the flesh with Christ in
order to live, 'Tho * body of ain must
bo destroyed ** before death by nature
roliovea us of it. Only s wo dio unio
ain can wo becomo now. A ropont.
lanco that searches without moroy
avery corner of tho heart breaking it
off from tho sorvice of self and sin
must bo inaisted on ii thore is roally
a now creaturo.

I have nothing { _ cesont as to how
tbia iz accomplished. Tho word of
(tod insists upon tho necossity and tho
fact. Josus calls it “ born again,” or

pereon who wac new to this world, | from abore, showing its heavenly souree,

Ho was **not of thn world ” but of tho
Father, Ho 'c¢nmo from alove” —
“eamo forth from God.” In Him
slone was life. Coming forth from
God He conneeled Himaolf in this world
witls man, the ono to Lo made now,
that we might havo lifo through 1liwm,
It is impossible to rcad carclully tho
Gospel by John and the writings of
Laul nod nvot seo'how they present
Jesus as all that is opposed to tho old
conditions of this -world, Paul pro-
sonts Him as the *last Adam,” a
quickening api=it jB&Pgasition to the
first ; as *tho man, the Lord from
Heaven” whoso *imago wo aro to
bear.,” In Him is “all tho fulness of
the Godhead.” In the old heritablo
conditions of this world aro doath and
corruptibly. In tho new sre lifo and
incorruption. It is impossiblo there.
foro to be in Christ and not be a new
creature and sharo His nownoss. To
bs in Chnst ia to be changed to what
Christ is and to share “the divino
nature.” 2 Pet. i. 4, Entranco into
Ilim is the beginning of a newness that
is to grow into His likeness, and like
Him to outlivo time and to share with
Him tho glory of tho Kingdom of ic-
correction. Tho preacbing of » guape)
that does not emphasize this radical
idea of nowness in Olrist will not
aflect mueh the life of boliovers.

2. Observo this newness has not ite
sourco Irom any thing in the flesh, not
oven in Christ’s flesh, tho’ His florh or
body was ruade casential to union with
bumanity and Mis offering for sin.
«Tho' we have known Chriet altor the
flosh yet now honcoforth wo know
Him no mora” 2 Cor. v. 16. The
koy of the thought isn vorsos 14-16.
“If one died for all then all died,” not
all were dead, as in the old vorsion,
Whon the body of Ohrist died, which
Lo bad 1n common with ug, God re-
garded tho whole Adamis raco as
dying. When Olrist arose Ho arose
abovo tho power of sin and death for
overmoro {Rowm. vi. 9 10) and becames
tho hiead of a humanity now from its
ficat begotting from zin untoits glori.
fication with Him, * And Hodied for
all, that thoy who hve (tho new crea.
ture) should not hencoforth live unto
thomsclvos, but unto Lim who dicd
for them and 16 o again™ (15), that is,
Christ died for all that all might be-
como new oreatures in tho life offered
through His resurrection, tho sourco of

Poter calla it ©* born again by tho word
of God that lives and abides forever,”
showiny that the word of God in the
Leart is tho sced of the now lifo, and
that the life will bo as etornal as the
word. This ie tho samo thought as
tho parablo of tho sower whoro ' the
geod is tho word” recoived into tho
Leart by the hoarer. Jesns says
“lorn of water aud of the epieit”
showing that tho spizit of lifo is tho
begetter of lifo and that tho water of
baptism brings tho ono begotton into
the now rclations of tho Kingdom of
Hoaven. Paul puts tho sawo idoa in
Rom. vi. 8.4, as baviog died and Leing
buried by baptism into Christ's death
ond rising into this newncss, Agan
ho calls it in this double idea '¢the
washiug, or laver, of regencration and
tho renewing of tho Holy Spirit.”

One who is a now creaturo possosscs
tho samo consciousness and powors as
Lofore, but a wondrous ohange bas
como. Ifo hae been * ronewed in
mind” Old things bave gone and
now ones come. Ho soes, and thivke,
aud belioves difforently, the world has
chavged to him. Its pleasures and
joys aro briél and poor at best, every.
thing is fading and ho stacdsupon the
ehore and sces thro' the miets a now
world arising to the oye of faith,
clothed in fadeless boauty and filled
with enduring pleasuroa and joys, o
Lias now views of death. ilo stands by
tha gravo and seos it but the crucible
through which tho corruptiblo passes
into the immortality of tho resur
rection, His affections aro changod,
“got upon things above” Tha
old things of tho heart are gono
and tho now onos aro como of Christ,
and God, and tho liome of tho soal,
Ho has now purposes to ougngo his
heart and wind in living for Chriet
who died for him; his relationehips
are all now ; the Lovso of God with ita
spiritnal joys, its forstentos of heavon
{s his delight; tho old compaxionships
of carth aro gona, and ho finds pleas.
uro in the corapany of the childron ¢l
God. Ilo hasa pow homo in prospeet;
carth is no longer all, and death no
tonger tho oend, but he hus “a homo
not made with hands olomal in tho
heavens,” whenco wo look for tho
Saviour * who shall chango oor vile
body that it may bo fashionod like un.
o His glorious body.” Truly one in
Christ is & now creatare.

——
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this pnewnees therefors is wu Ghrist gs

"Laying by in Store.”

JAMES LRDIARD

In common with =ll preachors,
clders, doacons and membors, who aro
deoply 1aterosted i tho wolfare of tho
church and the evangolization of the
world, I have of necossity Lad my
attontion called to the difficultios that
lio around the *“money question” in
1ty relation to churoh work., Perhapsit
would botrue tosay that nootherpartof
tho churches’ duties aro so indifferently
parformed, nono so uneatisfactory in
tho 1esulte which follow, and vory
fow whiclh provo so great a hindrauco
to tho work, or givo riso to so much
dissatisfaction awongst the brothron
thotasolves. I thore any good reason
why this sliould be tho caso? Any
good reason why a Christian privilego
should thua becomo a wearisome duty ?
I think not. Of systerns we have
an abondauco. But they aro only
romatkabla for their awkwatdoesd
aud failuro,  Evory churoh scoms to
hiavo & practice, peculiarly ita own, for
supplying its treasury, and yet all eigh
and groan over the difficulty of gotting
enough money to meot its needs, whon
evon thoso ncode are few, and tho
whole church work is being carried
in & manner so0 economio that it
bordors on meanness. It is a quos-
tion in many churcher. How little
¢an we do with, instead of how much
can we advantageonsly spend in, our
Lord’s service ?

In all churchon this bas beon folt
and many an cffort mado to incrense
tho sum annually raised. Somo of
theso methods bave been shamefully
improper, and have brought mach
discredit on the churches employing
them ; others again havobeen perfectly
proper and bavo bhelped “towards tho
dosirod ond, in a fow casos. Tho
divino guidanco has been sought and
tho divine directions carfied into

—

fully. Iz short, there aro methods
that aro unworthy which should never
bs used, mothods that are bonest and
honorabls and man be uted until wo
learn tho way of the Lord moro per.
fectly, and meothods that aro perfect
and right and divino which we st
use if wo would sueeced in our work
on carth and pleass our Fathor in
heavon,

Tho church needs o full treasury.
For lack of it our homo congregations
are hampared in thoir work, for lask of
it theroe aro villages, towne and cities
in Ontario whore woarenot known, and
whero the Gospol in ita porfect simplici.
ty hasnot beon hicard. 1 claies, thore-
forc, that the monoy questicn is n most
important ono and should recsive the
prayerful considoration of overy Chiriet.
ian, For filteon years I havo boon ocea.
sionally preaching and writing and
often convorsing on this subjeet, and
others havo been doing the same and
yot, whilo thero is some improvemoent
in thiz matter, it is 8o small that to n
very groat ¢xtont tho difficulty still
romains. I have headod this article
with tho werds that are to mo tho koy
to this whole diffcully, The ono
romedy for theso omle, “ Laying byin
Store,” & dircot command gimply
stated, casily undorstood, oasily prac.
tised if wo are willing to make the
offort. You recognizo theso words as
pact of n sentenco uttored by Paul in
tita early days of Christianity, * On
tho first day ol the woak Yot overy one
of you lay by Lim in store as tho Lord
hath prosperod him"—God's systom
of finauce for His church; a systom
belter than the Lost ever originated
by mon ; n systom that has no woak
pointa and no doubtful sido ; & divine
system only waiting to bo put in
practice. It will so £} tho treasury

of the Pord that H:s poople can give

practice, ouly these last eay snecood .
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