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‘There is much a child can leaia only by
experience, notwithstanding the wise instructions
of interested parents. The same also may be
said of a newly organized body, especially when
the object of the new body is to correct the
errors into which the older ones have fallen, It
is then not surprising to be reminded that we as
a people made some mistakes during the exper-
ieace of our childhood days, neither should it be
discouraging, if row we are only willing to profit
by past cxperience and are anxious 1o go on
unto perfertion.  ‘This leads us to say that:

(3) Zhere has been a misconception of the nature
of the awork commitled fo our hands,

‘T'his may seem like a serious charge yet we
believe it to be true and consequently a great
hindrance to the cause of Christ.

It must be said, however, that we have of
necessity been required to dwell much upon
matters of detail, and in justification of our posi-
tion have been driven into controversy with
other religious bodies. . Vet the great mistake we
made was to look upon that fncidental work a3
the real object of our mission. It will not do to
say “the agé is-peculiar and that sectarianisin
abounds on every hand ” in justification of pure
ly destructive work, for the apostolic age was
also peculiar and the most unreasonable and
bitterest kind of sectarians monopolized things
religious yet the theme of the apostles was
“Christ and him crueified”  * God forbid that I
shovld: glory-save in the cross of our Lond jesus
Christ,” “ IW/lom we preach” I we were as
1cady to learn from the Word of Ged in regard
to these things as we are in reference to some
other things we would not be long in knowing
that; that method succeeded not only in the
conversion of sinners to Christ but also in the
destruction of sectarianism.

The impregnability of our position has em-
boldened us to come to the front upon the least
provocation, not because we were afrald of the
conseqiences to the cause we plead, (the invin-
cibility of our position should give us confidence,)
but largely through a carnal desire fer victory.
I donot think the interests of the Redeemer’s
Kingdom are enhanced in that way, neither by
wrapping around us our orthedox mantle, folding
our arms and thanking the Lord that we are not

Alike our scctarian neighbors,

We have not only spent too much time in
denunciation of those who differ from us, but
have given unduc prowminence to “first princi.
ples” to the neglect of other and morc weighty
matters of the gospel.

‘This can be casily accounted for whcn we
remember that the great majority of the teachers
labor gratuitously for the churclies and hence are
unable to interest and properly instruct the
hearers in the higher truths of the gospel.  We
say this without any intentional disparagement,
of such men. No one can Iabor six days in the
week in a secular calling and do efiicient work as
a religions teacher in a promiscuous audience on
the Lord’s Day.

“No man that warrcth ertangleth himself
with the affairs of this lifc, that he may please
him who hath chosen him to be a scldier.”

There is no class of men for whom we have
more sympathy than the leaders in our chuiches
who are doing the best they can under the civ
cutnstances to keep the canse alive in their
midst, but what shall we say of the memters of
those churches who seem quite well satisfied
with that state of things and come and go when
it suits their convenience and make no cffort to
assist the Elder or Elders with their onerous
duties? ‘That such is the condition of the geeat
majority of our churches will be acknowledged by
all who are acquainted throughout the Province.
If such a condition of things with such meagie
results is primitive Christianity the less we have
of it the better.  From this, the charitable infer-
ence is, we have not had a proper conception of
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the nature of the work committed to our hands
or something different and better would have
been done,

We have reason te believe, if all past oppor-
tunities had been used in Jifting up Jesus before
the world, and in caaest, honest endeavors to
magnify his name before men a different iine
pression would have beca made on the public
mind in regard to us.  But having a wrorg con-
ception of the nature of the work we have failed
largely in the work itself and are somewhat to
blame for much of the opposition from other
bodies and the crroneous views attributed to us.

In the last place we shall say there bas been

(4) o lack of liberality

It is certainly humiliating for us, a people
which say so much about tha gospel as the con-
verting and sanctifying power of God, to be re.
minded that we have been lacking in one of the
essential Christian characteristics; yet that suchis
the case we are compelled to admit,  While we
have been deploning the sad state of our sectar-
jan neighbors and doing little or nothing for the
spread of the gospel, either at home or abroad,
they have been establishing themselves at home
and sending the blessed news of salvation to the
very ends of the carth, and yet we may wonder
why God does not bless us more abundantly,
But, “lest the daughters of the Philistines
rejoice,” we are glad to be able to say that there
are n:any Disciples who are noble exceptions, and
it is just to say, also, that some of our churches,
if they have not been doing allogether, they have
been doing a/most, to the extent of theic ability
during all the past years. ‘Ihis defeet s, no
doubt, the result of a lack of proper teaching
upon this important Christian duty. Itis a part
of the gospel and was taught by, the sacred
writers in both the Old and New Testaments,

We think it a gross neglect of duty 1o preach a
whole year without mentioning baptism and so it
would be, yet how many sermons have been
preached in your church upon- Christian Liber-
ality during the past yeur? However we have
reason to beleve i€ the work were begun as it-has
been in promising fields and competent men en-
gaged and kept there the churclies would surprise
us with the abundance of “eir liberality, There
would, no doubt, be fruit which would abound
to their account.

1 do not .nean by this that every Disciple nor
even every church would participate in this
privilcgc, that would be expecting toc much, and
if we wait until every Disciple or every chur‘cb
is ready nothmg will ever be done. “ Let us
work while it is day, the night cometh when no
man can work.”

T. L. K.

-
“THE WORK OF CHRIST.”
Pmi. 2: 25-30.

Paul exhorted the church at Philippi to receive
Epaphroditus with all joy, and to “bhold such in
honor, beeause for the work of Christ he came
nigh nnto death.”  And we doubt not but the
church accepted the eahortation, and gave Ep-
aphroditus a cordial welcome.  For a congrega-
tion of Christians could not fail to be moved by
the presence of one who had risked his life for
Christ’s work. ‘T'o this day we are filled with
admiration when we contemplate the heroic en-
durance of the martyrs of ancient times,  And
when asmissicuary to the heathen returns and
relates his many trials and hardships we cannot
refuse to him our sympathies, when we reflect
that it has all been endured not for worldly gain,
not for worldly fame, but for Christ’s sake.

What is “the work of Christ?” 1Is it some
specific work?  Preaching the gospel, for in-
stance? Only that and nothing more? “There
can be no question but that preaching the gospel
is “the work of Christ.” Suppose, however, that
a man should be engaged in msmg money to
build a meeting house, whose work would that
be?  Suppose he should be collecting money to
support the fatherless and the widow, whose
work would that be? Suppose he should be
raising funds for the spread of the gospel, whose
work would that be? Would such persons be
engaged in “the work of Christ 2 “Fhe case of
Epaphroditus will furnish us with an answer to
these questions,  What was the specific work he
was engaged in when *he came nigh unto death ?”
Paulzys, “ hazarding Vs life 0 supply that wwhich
svas lacking n Yo service toward me”  “The dis-
ciplesat Philippi collected funds to help Prul, and
sent Epaphroditus to Rome with them, and Paul
calls what Epaphroditus did “the work of
Christ.” So we find that in Paul’s estimation
somcthing clse than preaching was “the work of
Christ.”

If carrying a contribution to the apastle was
“the work of Christ,” collecting it could not be
a crime, nor contribwting it a sin.  Ratherall

of these were good works, and ‘the workers, o
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wse Paul's expression, “had fellowship” with
Paul, —were, in fact, fellow-workers with him,
and consequently partakers of his joy. So we
conclude that cvery work which contributes
dircctly or indireetly to the advancement of the
cause of Christ is “ the work of Christ®  Preach.
ing may be the highest, but it is not the only
NCCLBNTY WOTK,

And, therefore, we cannot sympathize with
those who dislike 1o seca man go around to
collect money for any purpose connected with
the church,  We do not huow why such a man
should be called & beggar, and be Jooked upon,
if he should be a preacher, as one who has laid
aside 2 high and holy calling for a miserable
business. We do not know why the brethren
may not select a preacher, if he be the most
suitable man, and send him around among the
churches for the sole purpose of 1alsing money.
We do not think it would be the ung.ardonable
sin to pay him for the time so employed. We
do not think he should he required to make a
pretence of preaching, when, in reality, his chief,
if not only, business was to raise money, ‘Tobe
sure the two might be profitably combined, but
that is another question.  If the case demands
that some one should visit the churches for the
express purpose of maising funds, then there
should be no squeamishness about the matter,
nothing said or done that would even scem to
justify the suspicion that the brethren employing
the man had themselves doubts as to the right-
fulness of the course they were pursuing. ‘I'he
most powerful solicitor we have ever read about
was Paul the apostle; we have never heard of a
man who made more effective appeals than he,
True, it was for the poor saints; but, unless we
take the absurd position that there is no other
justifiable object for which Christians should raise
money, the same principles apply to the contri-
bution of money for every proper purpose, and
it is equally honorable to be engaged in collect
ing money for one purpose as for another.

So we respect a man none the less though his
greatest success should be in raising money, and
we are very sure that we have suffered greatly for
the lack of a man to do such work.

We understand the Provincial Board intend
to employ a man for the special work of ‘raising
moncey, and instructing the brethren in the best
methods of contributing, 5o as to raise funds from
year to year with the least possible cutlay, We
hope that no brother will dishonor himself by

looking upon that agent_with aversion or suspi |

cion, but that all will réceive him asa brother
beloved, and send him on his way rejoicing.
G. M.
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CO.OPERATION NOTES.

‘The Board met at Everton July 1st, at 10.30
a. m, and continued in scssion until evening,
Of course, they adjourned for dinner.

‘They chose a good way of celebrating Do-
minion Day.

The entire Board was present, we believe,
with the exception of Bro. Darroch, of Minto,
Bro. Stewart, of Everton, and Bro. Law, Meaford.

Arrangements were made for the carrying on
of the work for the present year.

J. W, Kilgour, Guelph, was appointed Secre-
tary-T'reasurer.  Many of the brethren would be
surprised to learn how much time is required to
fill this position. No man can do the work
without interfering with his own business, We
should say that the brother who fills that place
without compensation ought t0 be considered
as thereby contributing from $50 to $100 per
year. ‘Thisshould not be lost sight of. ¢ Honor
to whom honor is due.”

Bro. Jas, Lediard was appointed Provincial
Evangelist, he being the unanimous choice of
the Board. Ve understand that he is expected
in the first instance, at least, to devote himself
to the raising of money ; and is to do all possible
to induce ths churches to adopt some regular
and methodical way-of contributing, so as to
lessen the labor and expense of collecting here.
after.

If now the officers of the churches will give
Bro. Lediard a brotherly greeting, and cordially
assist him in this work, we shall all be surprised
and delighted at the results.  Bro. L. is peculiarly
adapted to the work entrusted to him, and if it
does not prosper, it will not be his fault.

A number of pledges were announced from
churches in dificrent parts of the Province,
amounting in ali to about $400. These pledges
were made in the true missionary spirit; no
demands made for so much preaching in return

‘This is a very hopeful sign,

It is very important now that all the churches,
which have not already done so, should at once
notify the “Ireasurer Fow much they can contri-
bute for gencral worl during the year. 'The
Board should know as socon a= possible how large
a sura will be at their disposal, that they may be
able to make arrangements for the most effective
expenditure of the satve,  We should think they
ought to have $3,000 for the current year.

¥

Individual brethren living where there is no
church, or members of churches that may not
contribute as churches, can, on their own hehalf,
notify the ‘I'reasurer how much they can spare
for the general work,  Yor it should not mercly
be something, but all we can afford.

Let all now act prompely and liberally, that no
time be Jost, and that a great work may he un-
dertaken and accomplished this year,

Remember alt contributions and pledges are
to be sent to J. W. Kilgour, Guelph,
G. M.
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DIED.

At-West Lake, on Jnne 21st, after the short
illness of a few hours, sister Bell De Long,
beloved wife of brother John De Long, aged 21
years and 11 months,

It is with deep regret that we record the death
of our beloved sister.  ‘Though young, she started
about two years ago to serve Him who had
redeemed her from the curse of a broken law,
and since that time had followed Him through
evil as well as good report,  She leaves a
sorrowing husband-to moum her loss, but his
loss is her cternal gain,  But tharks be to God
we bave a hope of again meetirg her where
sorrow and fears are all wiped away for ¢ver,
We shall all miss her, for she was a good help,
as she sang alto for our small flock, and was a
leader in our singing many times, The tollowing
hymn was the last one played and sung by her
at home a few hours before her death :

* Eternity dawn on my vision to-day,

Gathet round me my loved ones to sing and to pray;

The shadows are past and the veil §s withdrawn,

Brightly now docs the mom of ctemity dawn,

iternity | Oh the plories that rise,

How they burst on my soul in its Llissful surprise,

With rapture the pleam of the city I sce

Where the crown and the mansion aie waiting for me.

Eternity dawns, there will be ao more night,

T am nearing the gates of the city of light,

The shadows of time are all passing away,

Tatry not ¥ Oh my Saviour come quickly I pray.”

. A SISTER.
West Lake, June 24th,

“AS OTHERS SEE US.” .v;..
S— .
Bro..Geo. McGill of Bowmanville writes;  “I ’-.‘ )

have seen two numbers of the Evmcvmsr, and
am much pleased with its appearance ; it is very
creditable to you. 1 wish you all suceess in the
venture, and certainly think the paper should
succeed. It is the cheapest paper I kuow of.”

Your OXTARIO EVANGELIST in form and sub-
stance gives good promise. T hope you will suc-
ceed as you ought.

C. L. Loos,
President Kentucky University.

We are in receipt of Vol 1, No. 1 of the
ONTARIO Evancerist, published at Guelph,
Ontario, Canada, T. L. Fowler and Geo. Munro,
Editors and publishers, Monthly, 50 cents per
annum.

The EvanceList is very neatly executed and
filled with able and interosting reading. Canada
is taking the lead in the cause of Prohibition and
apostolic Christianity.—Zzxas Christian.

We have received the first number of the
ONTARI0 EvaNGELisT, published in Guelph Ont,
Canada, at 50 cts. a year, It takes the place of
the Christian Worker. 1t 1s edited by brethren
T. L. Fowier and Gearge Munro, youug men of
good education and ability, and quite capable of
making a paper that will be of much service to
the cliurches-in Canada.  The first issuc makes
a good appearance. We wish it success.—
Standard.

I have received two numbers of your paper.
Let me congratulate you wpon its character. It
doces not show the *prentice hand in the least. 1
am sure you can make it the means of much
good to the Causc in Ontario.

I, A. Macpoxaro,
Principal of Mayficld College, Ky.

I received the first number of your neat, spicy
little paper. I want it by the year.
J. D. Crowe,
President of Nacogdoches University, Texas,
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