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A CINGIN(Qx MOOD-THE SUBJUNCTIVE.

S HERII)AN, XValker, Perry, *Jones, Fiulton, Jaineson,
Knowles, Sinart and R{eid iajy talk of "<slivers," but if

thie miass of people talk of " slivvcus,ý," slivv'ers Nvil they be. and
to thie pronuniiciation of the latter tle former must, adapt,
t hemiselvxes. Customn makes and uniinakes dictionaries, clips
off Anglo-Saxon case- en (Ii iicrS ô ecapîtates uiw'ieldy sesquipeda-
lian combinations of svlbt,,admodifies our w'hole langiuage
frorn article to verb. If custoni ternis a iflan «'(t hero, and
speaks of " an " heroic deed, she setties the question, and even.
the most contraryv pedant iinist, boiv before lier. Custom uses
wo'<ls: and often ilmes thein. Idge-tools becomne blunt by
uise-so do0 words ; crystais are sîîîoothied by ha«,ndhlingr-so are
%vords~; dianionds dimiii i lustre by familiarity-so (Io words.
Words are foriiied and refornied, usled and ahuised by the coin-
imion1 people, and thongh somne inay scornfuilly recali " o(li pro-

nU <ulus," et it reinains true tbat this saie profane
vulgus rffles Mie world to a vei-y great extent.

1 L is not to the pronunciiation of words thiat we wish Iere to
reter, it i', to a certain (]se wvhichi wvih, perhiaps, carry us back
to thie dlays of school and English graininar. Do not let th)at,
t'owever, interfere w'ith our interest and attention. Buit upon
thie Anglo-Saxon, the structure of the Engrilih langtuage lias
heen chaiged and aitered 1)y the migigof Latin, French,
f *11( even Greekz ideas, so that the architecture now is soîne-
what compi icate(l. Th e ravages of tirne, the cruinibling- of the
ag'es, the ixnelh(willg» o? ears, are r-endei-ino-r more and more
hionioeneouis the mnaterial, and we at timues look longr and in-
tvintly before wve are able to trace out the hugre foundation-
stones of Saxon, or the g-ildling and fre-,scoing of Norman.

Thie tendency of time and use is to simplify words and
terns, to chiangre the language £rom synthetie to analytie.
W'itli this simplifying of speech in certain directions, there is
creeping into the langruage of even our most correct speakers
andl writers of the preseut day a carelessuess in the use of the
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