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gaive rnticli of lus time to literature. Yet,
if Walsh's Magazine can only induce
Dean Harris to becomie a regular con-
tributor to ils pages, il will have donc
muclu to prove that it really fils a long
feit: want.

The Dean's article lias a striking titie
Infectiotus Novels.' \ITC ail know that

nove) rcading is a disease, w'hose propa-
gation na), be explained on the gerrn
theor'. 'l'le D)ean does his best to
se(luestrate the baneful microbe. Here
is lîow lie pays his respects to the variety
that inhabits the sensational novel:

luchre is a sehool of novetists which wouht
Seemi, deliberatel), andt %ith cave, to have Selecteti
the very itorsi featuires in thc style of grent
writere, ai Io Ila-ve atpoithenli, eagrt
dcforntcd, distorted and tnbalanced, as the char-
acteristic of their omilsîm They have stolcu
fron) Kingsley blis admoiration of lphbysical strengtb.
They have purloined ironi Dickens bis occasionai
confusion of grotesqucness with lttmo-, andi of
passion %vithi st rengt b. They have phinidered
front Bulwer bis percepîtion of the straine raýcinn-
tioli of crimie-bis habit of coupling and contrast-
ing pitisici bcauty witlt moral ttefori:y ;andi
(vaili Tltactu-ay ttîcy have apîwopriated the i-
1rt1-4 of itnaîi- iteiopeiess sense ni its in-
iiriniity, itat vus, iii Itiitiitfi undcertoiîcs, lie-
îîoait ii rprkimrent of lus wvit ind satire.
And lîaiîgtîts, tiiike 1bes, skiifuly esîracted
lie ponison front the ninot Iteautifitil andi frigrant
lit<-rs," Ilîey have siored it in cells, of %Vlîich Ille
fraiîicuork, lias lîcen adiatto (rou Gattier.
Zola, or I)tniîs tlie youiiger :and like dealers ii
;îuanck niedlicijies, cohing a wordI to express <lie
rubbîslt tlioy sil, htave ticketet tlle tirofîtiet of
tîteir laliors vitît tue label of '' sensationai -, liter-
'11î1re.

Ait idLts of nobieness tor etevition aire absurtiy
o'ut ouf place iii association witib titis sclioC.I of

* nove<ii niuactuirers-for- tltey eau lîardly ho
caledt iriters,. JUnder ils bîands, Fiction nim,"it
le ic nageod as standirng ga7ing wisifulily on ilie
-door (.1 tue Divorce Court, and scutiîîentailly oit
the Giallows, iîîstcad of îointiiig to the Cathéedral
porcit or "gazing Intars to the briglît bie skY.
If <becy have a systeuît at aIlis otrgoto
the dlarkness tc imiages of the niturderer, the

* settucer, and tlie shantoless ivoman, andl set thenli
tvýherc the gorgeonis rays <if ftuicy ean streain over
theiti, anti brigîtten the reptîlsive hîarslîness of
ttîeir fcatures îthsoft iight, and decorate tbem
îviîh ils ou-n lrilliant eoioritg. lThe sole efleet
<if thtoir ivritiîîgs- is <o present sin an( ri giiit, wiîiî
ibleir roliercS liainteci over, and their shame
varnishtvd ivith briglîtîîss, as habituai atnd pleas-

* aîtt stibjects for aîîînsing contemîplation. If ilicy
raise an>' voice <o dlischhnll ilîcir syllîatlîy îvith

* the vice thtey represent, it is expressed in faint
wvarnings, tîtat rend like extentiations ; anîd in
t-eprobations so gentie and tender, thtt lîey sei
%l,îîost allurements antd irticemeints."
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The sensational novel finds its niost
ardent admircrs and persistetnt readers
chiefly amiong '"thoughtless and giddy
Young girls."' Dean H-arris draws a dread-
fui picttîre of the resuit.

«So utteriy vile and shanieicss are these booksý
and so destructive to ail sense of dccency, that,
habituai reading produces a moral leprosy, %vhicb
rots ail self respect and so couipleteiy ritins ait
power of discernmieut tîtat in a short time,
mlodesty, ilaideniy bsf esand spirit uality are
dend forever niiore."

It niit be itytaginied that there is
nothing %vorse than the sensational novel.
D)ean Harris docs flot think so.

"The culminuation however of satanic ingenuity
is reachied when 'vo couic to theatheistic or infidel
itovel.

The writers of thiese booksare mien and woilen,
so vile, so uitterly corruipt, andi so calionis Io
Christian feeling, that one -wotild tbinti the (levil
hiiseif spat thcmn ont Iroin bis boiting and ucerat-
ing lungs- The tendcency of the erotic novclist is
to destroy ail moraiity, but the athcist tvritcr is
content only wbcu ho lias destroycd faith in God
and in the licre!aftur. The style of the infidel
nuvet is a fascination. The arguments are so
ingcniotily and piausibly put, the intidel char-
actcrs m'orally so bieroic andi admîirable, the men
so grandly i)rop)trtioned and Ille wvonien so fascin-
iling andi attractive, thîtt thle ),otng reader is

syipie»ll bef,,re lie reaches Ille secondi chapter.
The Christian characters who take part in the
<tramai are pinis foots who inistakze emotion for
devotion, and are conîpletely under the conltrol of
soutle cîminig priest, wltose inanneiitrs are vuilgar
and whose conversation is spiritual iinnsbl."

After reading the article " Infectious
Novels," no right tl-inking tian "vil1 refuse
to join in Dean Harris' concluding
prayer:

,Goci protoct Our Young meni and wtoiiicn from
the contamination of thîese books, a contam-
lîtation so tangcrmus and infectiouis that the

end( thercof is dea-tbi,"

17-SO it aPPears that the Anierican-
Review of Reviews is flot above the most
sharneless garbling and niiisrepresentation.
Sonie time ago W. T. Stead liad an inter-
view with the great Irish prelate Arch-
bishop Croke ; the restilt appeared in the
shape of a cl:aracter study iii the " Review
of Reviews." I-lis Lordship wvas made to
loudly approve the Newv Zealand sohool
systemi. he following w'ords were put
into his mnouth :

"'How about the education question ? " I asked
D~r. Croke. 'That is the great tutestone which
tests the iiberaiity of nien's opinions as to con-
flicting creedi."


