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A TRIP 10 JIONAN, III.
BY 11EV. J. MCULIIVI(AY.

1ELl,, boys, if 1 reinmber ariglit 1
Sproiuised to take yoîî on this trip
cto sec hoiv Llie nissionaries (10

flicir %vork-I should say soie of their work,
for a great <Ical of it cainiiot ie scen.

Let us set ont at once %vitlhe ic issiouary
to a prcachiiig chapel or chiurcli. It is ait old
v'acant building ini one of the busicst streets,
once uise<1 as a store. As we couiec u), the
-old caretaker, wbo lias been lazily sipping tca
,on the slîop steps of a neiglibour, swaggers
across. the street and liegins to take oflf bis
slîutters. You sec there is nio coxîgregation
inside i'citdy to lîcar flic uiiîister preaLcli, as.'
%vith ns.

.By aud by, ont of curiosity, a fcw Clîjuese
,troll iinfo tie rooiu, sit down on Uic beuîches,
.and .sunoke away.

Now, lîow does the îuissionary begin tie
siervice? 0 ive out a liyinn ? Of1lèr u a prayer ?
No, for theîî thcy would oîîly laugli and sucer
at iuîi. Weil, liow? Mie 01(1 caretaker fisiies
,out of a cornecr aitî old tea-pot, goes out to a
icea shlîo, arid briig-s it back full of liot te:.
Thli uîissionary, f len wavcs tlic tea pot aloft
.anîd asks Oientn t drink %itlî Miîn. Affer tlîat.,
(liey arc rcacly to listeuîto liiîî for a uittle. Ile
tries to <ran tlîeui into chats about religionî,
flicir own or luis; but tlicy dodge lbis ques-
tionîs and tire rcîîdy f0 talk ou any otlher
.subject lit Qit.

Miecn, too, the cougregatioli, if it eau be eall-
ed by thaf, nanue, chianges every few~ minutes.
They are couning aud goiug. hîre-is no tintîe
to get dovii f0 real wvork. As et missionary
put it rcccutiy "Wc uuust (Io 'what we can
aînd pi-ny flmift God's Ilo!y Slinrt, like a liglit.
uiuîg flash, N'-ill novenltheli trnîtb."

Agaiu, tlîiik of thc inîterruîpfionîs. Look
tliere is a muan id the uuccf ing wifli a litile pig
Nvhiose squcaling nînisie ie f oo tîmuclu for the
uîissioxarys cîr nîid so tlî.- liappy owuîeraliais
to Icave. lucre gocs a boy %vitlî a sinall fox
dangliuîg by the îî0sc frnu a lonîg pole ?J-ust
think %v-bat a ditffcrecc at hionte, %vith us,
old aid youuig, quietlY scaf.ed listciig to tie
sernioxi. Vcry seldoni dIo wve evcîî lîcar a

snore fron a %vcary slcepen on tic back
pews; but iii H7oImfn, tuie congregation is
talkhug, lauglîihîg, smnokinîg, singiîîg, nd
yelling, wlîile tic patient uîissioîuary is try-
ing so liard to gct tOient to listcuî to luis ghnd
iies. But, (liy anid dTay, lie works away,
liopiug anid prayiiig that God's truc liglît unay
enter soute dnrk lîcart.

WVlien tie wonk is bcgiinuing iii a uew field,
the uuîssiouaries (Io iost of tlicîr work ou.
side. Thcy go ini pairs, two and two like the
disciples of *estis, aind fravel fron village to
village. Let us away witl intî 0o1 mie of
tbese trips.

But, fii-st, let nie tell you tliat 'fnirs' are
very coinuion iii Chia. he people couac frontî
long distncies to oxie central place to bny and
seli. Tiiese fairs seeun to bic so f ixed thxat Uhc
fair of onîe town <tocs uîot cone at tie saune
tiuic as at anotlier townu. E very tlîiug that
e.au le sold is tlicrc, froîn a kite to a doîîkey.
It fis real fun to wateli tlhe big crowds inoving
back and forth, swayiug hike thîe waves of Uic
sea, driveu alouîg by a red-liot desire to make
'cash' (the snialhest Cliîîese coin).

Well, Miîe inissioîîarics sec tlîcir chiauce and
go to tiiese fairs to seli Tcstamecnts, sinîgle
gospels, tracts, anîd otlîcr books-uîot, of
course, to ruake rnoîîey, but to wiuî souls for
Jcstis.

First of aIl, tlîcy pick ont a sliady spot
uîuler sortie tree, if thîcy can get it, and ren.t
it as long as tlîey waiit it. Tlion, putting a
board down before tlieuw on the grounld, (if
tliey eannot reiit a, table) and spreading out
t-lini books tipon it, tliey begin to sliout their
w'arcs till a crouvdgatliers arouîîd; wvhîcîî tlîey
begin by explaining wlvhî thîey are tliere. Thiey
corne to tell theuîî of a grent anid good religions
tcnclier-called Jesus.

Tliey arc not talking lonîg wvlieuî soîne muie iin
the crowd wvill sbout ont, " We, too, have a
great religions teachuer - Confucins". The
uuissionaries -%il!. tlien, spcak of Confucins,
aîîd say that lie wvas great, iuidced, but thiat
lie couldunt tell tliein how to becorne good,
imor, conld lie tell tlîeîn auiy tlîiug about Deathi
and wviat w-as beyond Deatli. For lic used to
say " I know not. life anI, lîow tlien, can I
know Dcatlî".


