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de% .Isy niethod whereby they would lie led to a proper sense

of t. ,r own position and their own importance, we would be

gla .thir
I hicr utter inability to size up a market is seen in heir

at.-is during the past four months. With the raw woo iarket
adme.m.'trnîg, they have been cutting prices. Tie whoiesale buy-

cr., pulled their legs," " twisted ibeir toses," and did severai

otheur funny little things with them. Now the manufacturers
arc odcd up with orders, and rpeaits are being sent io ati a

ralitd rate, but they must pay several cents per l>. more fo tleir

raw iaterial than they figured upon.
.\nd nlow the manufacturer weeps.

W'hat might have been I
\td yet some of the buyers overreachîed themselvcs tbis

year. They juggled and haggled, and fmnally placed contracts

ai low prices, but deliveries promise to be slow and irregular.

one huyer got badly nipped. He had got the price for soie

fail goods down so low that the manufacturer failed, rater tian

niake them from wool at its present price. This instance may

l duplicated several tines before the scason is over.

Doniestic woolen manufacturers are not making money and

it îS their own fault. They alow the wholesale buyer to play

tliset oi on agai.st the other. He uses ote to beat down the

prie of e otier. And yet thete are enough orders to go

arottni if they would wait for tiem to be placed. l'he huyers

bear the market, and the nianufacturers sten to forget that they

niiglit pliay tlie sanie panse.

\e propose a remedy. lut there be a Woolei Matifac'

turers' Associatioti, to educate the trade and introduce an esprit

de corps thai would help maintain payimg prices.

SHORT WEIGHTS AND MEASURES.

A complaint noted in the last issue of Tim REviEw that it

Qutebec some concerns bold yarns with as smal a number as

and to ounces to the pound does not seen to ha an isolatcu
instance of a "short standard." "'The-re are a iumuber of hne

tin which the pound, or the yard, or the fixed quantity, whatevc

ît be, is short," said a business man last week. "Te whole

saler does not conceal at ail in these cases that the standard la

1-cone a mere figure of speech. He simply assures the retailc

that the lengths or the weights will be found the same a

handled by others, and that the practice lias been encourage

b)y extreme competition and the low prices at which the thingl

liae to be sold. This is the actual fact. No manufacturt

gains antything by naking the full length or full weiglit, and, i

cuonsequence, charging.a fraction more. He must meet a coi

lpting price or lose sales. The wholesaler, in turnt, mu

handle the goods as he gets them, and in some lines the r

taîler is allowed a recompense wien the goods are found wan

m.t by actual measurentent. It is not satisfactory, but excessi

cnîpititioti is the cause."

DENIED IN ENOLAND.

An Enîglish paper has taken the trouble to deny the sta

t.tent made recently by the manager of the Merchants' l1a

1!at Insolvency laws " operate as an encouragement to insu

dicy.

The Drapery World denies this and remarks: "Our

-..hency law bas :iot the effect of prontoting or encouraging

lveicy; that it has the reverse effect to a very striking deît

would proilîly be admittcd by every dehtor wo lias ihi the
illisfortulne tu corne utider the jurisdictioii (If the llatnkrupltcy

Court. If the idea of insolvency law is simiply that it is a pro.

cess whereby a trader can discharge his debts witl fifty cents on

the dollar, then we understand the objection to it. It is readily

conceivable thiat such a law would constitute a means of relief

to debtors, and au encouragement to insolvency. lut, thougl

it is obviously necessary to have somte provision for discharge,

it cani be, as is the case in Our Blankruptcy Act, hedged round

with such requirenients and conditions as render the lot of the

dishonest bankrupt anything but pleasant. Long experience

lias shown us in this country lthat good solid baiikruptcy laws

are a protection to the creditor, a terror to the debtor, and a

reat tecessity to the whole comniunity. If sorme of the leaders

of opinion on the oter side understood this better, Canada
ooiglnt have hed roîer insolvency legislation long ago."

TO REMEDY A CUSTOMS EVIL.

'l'ie P'remier stated ini tîte Senitc one' day last weuk iliat lie

proposed between then and the next session of l'arlianient to

comisider an ttieiidiieint tu tlie Custonis law wliereby tlie Board

of Appraisers and the Covertinietital becad of titi: l)cpaitmett of

Customs would be relieved of the duty of d cidinig cases of

dispute in referetice to questionts oi Seilaire and1 infractions of

the Customs law.

It is well, says The Canadian Grocer. 'h'lie present sys-

tests> of settling difficulties be(tweenl itpiorters and tic Custonîs

I)cl)artienit is olviotisly contraty tu tlie spirit oi Biritishi fair

lay. rIt is a relie of iedi valist. t li i w sec exemplified

the prosecutor adjudicating upon his own prior decisions.

Obviously, under such conditions one cannot expect justice.

The "judge " may desire to he fair ; but lie is onlv humian, and,

naturally, lie witl be dsiposei to be quick tu seize upon points

that will sustain his previouts ruling and slow to ac.:ept those

that wilt tend to weaken it.
s it is gratifyintg to sec Sir Mackenzie Hlowell naking a move
r in the direction of independent adjudication on Custons dis.

. Imtes. When he was head of the CAustoms )epartient lie

S ruled with an arbitrary hand, as importers weil renenber.
r And while the present head of the department is much mote
s amenalble to reason than his predecessor in office, yet that is
d none the less reason why the present faulty systen of settling

diticulties betwcen the departient and inporters should tot be

placed on a more equitable basis : It is not in the men but in

the systen, that the evil primarily lies. And it is to the credit

m- of the Government that it realizes it, long as it lias taken it to

st do so.'e.-

t. U.. TRADE EXPANDING.
ve

ve ''ie United States dry goods trade is expanding by leaps

and bounds. The following, from The N.V. Journal of Con-

merce of July 26, shows this wonderful change :

'lhe itpors of dry goods at this port for the past week and

te- sisce January t, :895q, compare as follows with the sanie period

nk of last year :
For the week-- :895. :894.

Entered at the port.. $,8q9,So6 $1,756,679
Tlirown on the market.. 2.705,801 970,236

in. Sice January t --

in. Intered at the •rt. 846,577 4.,047-774
ree ,hrown on the market 82,966,8ot 46-328,090


