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A RETAILERS' ASSOCIATION.

T I1 N .lolntreal Retail I)rv Goods .\ssociation are discussmg
just now a mtatter of some montent to retailers every.

where -whthlter cleapt lots being sold ai a low prîce should be
paraded outside tlte store witl a placard annunitcimg the " sacri-
fice." Nlr. Chagnon, the preident, favors the abolititon o this
sstet, as it tends to unduly lower prces witi ail the stores.
A (-ustomer seeing a specIal price on a staple article at ane
store will imove on to another. and being asked a fair price for
the regular goods, wl retort. " Oh, but i see themt for a dollar
a pair le-s ai so-and So s." And thus prices arc unduly and
unnecessayri depîressed. This association, which lias been in
existencl for somte ycars, actively concerns itself in niatters
affeetimg the retad trade. Il has a imembership i ofover oo
iîris, prinicpally i Mattreal, but witih a few outside the citv also.
.\imong the refo>rnns which il was orgiiiied to effect are the sale
of dry gouds by pevdlars, and retail selhing by wholesale houses.
Sote years ago the latter practice was found to b: prevalent in
Montreal, and protes.ts against it have restiltcd in a lessening of
the evil. so tar as the scope of ite association extended. lI
itumei.al affairs, also, efforts are constantlv being made ta
guard ite itierest of the retailer. The tax ait pedlars lias becen
increased frot a îxiint as low as $4 to $:5 annutîîally, and a
ledlar who uses a cart has nîow ta pay a licenîse fee of $aoo.
.\nother feature of tIis trade is the practice of pedlars ta comte
mito lontrc.l ai a proinsiig season, secure a liceise for a
huntted period. and proceed lo undermine teit retail trader.
These transicits ofien couie froi the States, are ii no senîse
entitled tu tlte ibrn:ileges they claitn, and cohnstîtute a serous
menace lo legitiiiate adng. 'ie Retail D>ry ;oods Associa-
tion mteets ionthly, and the following have just beecn elected
olhcers fir lthe present year:

l'residcti, C. P. Chiagnon, Treasurer, 7. Moison.
ist Vice-pres., las. Norimtandii, Asst. Treasurer, G. Labonte,
:nd nice.pres., luit-s I luot, Secretary, O. Lemire,
Cor. See.j. Il. I.emtieux, Marshal, P. E. lieauchanp.
.\s. Sec., J1. N. Paqumn.

MACKEDIE & CO.'S COMPROMISE.

J. W. Nackedie :c C%., wholesaledry goods, Montreal, have,
in scw of tiemipor:arv diliculties, niade ai arrangemient with
their t.cdiltors )nl the biasis uf ; cents un ite dollar, and will
contminu te husme witih good prospects of future success.

eurs. \MIckedi. lssessing an excelletit record for integrity
and ahit, he reerv.-d tuct sympathy in lie eilbarrss-
ients wlt:h obverto.ok lthemut. ihe fiirm did a ptrofitable busi.

ness flr a :nmb-r ut0 vars* and, as happens in iany cases,
soie of the piiierîui s isrted lite iticago markets. notably
lAirk and wheat. Thne speculanons were ait lirst successful,
lbu later nt sses took place aggregating as higi il is said, as
575,o s .t tlie sime tinte protits in lite Northwest trade,
wierc te iri, dd a gud husmess declined, and lthe staltment
fir iss 4 leided the miunt.r partner, Mr. Mclartin, lo retire.
R-ports tndtcatmitg that lite faitr had tmadc losses and were pay-

g te banks igh rait, fl.r discout, furiter conplicated lite
pausltai. aas rade comed Jull. renevals wcre ask-cd for
bhgattons .i.turin ls Foars .nd March. These were

readils granted, 1ut ai lit t mt.mue of dt ilank of Montreal
and .lson's atik., winch wtrv riterested, il was decided ta

have a genera1 arrangemeint, which finally resulted in tihe com.
promise imentioned abovl.. hlie firms tabities are laced at
about $S7,ooo. and there is a surplus of $zo,ooo over ail Iabil.
sties, a sun considered ample ta ensure the permanent success
of ite business. Il is believed that this is a very m..derate
estimate of the assets, so that the firai is in a good positio-n and
can add a partner if desirable. As the trouble was due to sp.:cial

losses combined with duli trade, the expectation is that lte firm
will soon retrieve its position, as the principals are m iigh
standing and possess undoubted capacity.

IN BRITISH COLUMBIA.

British Columbia is progressing," said Nir. Haughton, of
T. Haugiton & Co., 88 Yates street, Victoria, B.C., when ic
called ai the RF.vîEw oftce during his recent visit to the east-
ein markets. " Nliinig, fishing and lumbering are becoming
very important industries in that province,"lie said, "and areem.
ploying more and more nien every year."

" liritish Columbia is beginning to grow more wheat. but as
yet the production does not equal the consumption. Thc
wheat grown in the south is not good for flour, as the kernel
never dries sufficiently ; but in the centre and north, good flour
wheat can be and is being grown. Four large flourin,; mills arc
now in existence, and less flour is being imported."

Alr. Haughton says the province is very anxious for another
railway. hlie Canadian Pacific only runs through the southern
portion. In the northern central part of the province lies the
great Cariboo district, with its -normous minerai resources.
Here also is a great district containing sanie 2o,ooo square
miles of ite finest agricultural country in ite world, and capable
of producing ite best grade of wheat. The proposed liritish
lacific will taps both these districts, pass down through the west-

ern part of the province, cross the Seymour Narrows, and tra-
verse the whole length of Vancouver Island, with its terminus
at Victoria. When this railroad comes, and it is expected that
a commencement will be mtade this year, British Columbia will
becoine one of lite most important provinces in the Dominion.

LONG CREDITS CONDEMNED.

W H EN Presideunt Boie, of the Winipeg Jobbers' Union,
tackled the credit systen in bis annual address, hc

spoke fearicssly and boldly, and, in our opinion, wisely. lic
said : " Refemlng to the state of business in this countrv. i is
Ilcasant ta learn that ail parts Of tIte province report an abridge-
ment, and in same places a total suspension, of the credit sys-
tem. Low prices and hard times lave taught merchants some
useful lessons, the niost important of which is the fact ihat
$i,ooo worth of book accounts is a less satisfactory asset titan
ialf that amount of stapile goods on the shelves. The nane
desire ta do a large business on this hazardous basis is giving
place ta more rational nethods. If the period of dcpression
through which we are passing is educating the mercantile com.
ntunity up ta sane notions on the question of credit, let us ail
cherish the menory of these past two years. While we, as
wholesale merchants, gladly welcone this wholesome reform in
the countr, we nust iot forget that we are iot wholly guiltiess
of the existence of ite cvil. The country nerchant who can
gel long credits is temptcd ta give tlien. WhIiie the reforni is
going on in the country, is il not ai opportune lime ta con>ider


