
CANADIAN HOME JOURNAL

London, in 1818. A freo grant of a hîuîdred
acres of land in a wildorness, ne road, no
trail> but the> blazed trocs of the surveor,
to guide the 8ettior to his intendcd iomoe.
Froin four te six mon and a 'yoke of oxen
from the townshi of WVestiiiii.tcr weontm-
ployed, engaged or a woek; they took with
thomin fleur, pork, mone broad, a fý.w drawings
of tea, and went forth te eret the new biouse.
Tlîey took with theut the uoecwry teols, axes,
a cresseut aaw, a lîaud.saw, a fivo-quarter
augor, a frow, a square, an atdze aud a bit and
brace. The ý.ogs wore soon cnt, the biouse,
24 x 16 foot, ene storey high, in a week
was finished. No lumuher te bo lind in
those days, plank wero îaiufacturod freint
neme tlîrifty, straighit-grained oak, white a*ih
or hassweod. Those planks wcrc linod and
hown te about six luches, the cdges straight-
ened, and when laid on the 81loe rs, any in-
,qualities of thickness ivas ruced by the
ad ze. The roef wus covcrod with clapboards
or long hoavy 41iingles, mnade on the spot freon
a white-oak trec; a door was mnade of the saine
material as the fleor, but very muchi ligiter.
Tie inside of the building wvas hoewn dewn
and had quite a fliihd appearanco, the
slights8pacos betweon the legs wcre cbinked
and pastred with mortar, made front bcst
dlay available. Sueli lieuses wvore coînpictcd.
without a nail, a spike, or a singie particle
of iron. Thie chiney wvas to have been
bulit after the family hiad mneved in; good and
sale chirneys wore erocted without either
brick, stone or lime. Vie fire-place wvas mnade
of wcll-worked yelew mortar about ton te,
twolve incites in thickness; the remainder
of the chimney was bu.iit of nitid aud eplit
sticks, and during inany years I neyer knew
but ene lieuse te be burned front a defoctive
chitnnoy. I have 8aid nothing of the win-
dows se far, as lieuses were froquently eccu-
pied weeks and nîonths without a proper
glazed windew, as such ceuld net be had
ncarec than St. Thomas, distant twomty-eight
mniles. The noxt week the house was occupicd

byfather, muotiier aud tlîroe sinaîl childrcn,
tle parents reoicing that fer the fîmt timo in
their lives, they were the undisp>uted ownors
o! an e8tate that lu a short tîme weuld ne
deubt beceme valuable.

Now the European pieneer begins an active
life of censtant laber. He liad laid ini a
menth's provisions fer lus family. It's new
the fint o! Nevember, instructed by eider
settiers lie underbrushes some five acres, ready
te be chepped during the winter. He hiad
neyer befere wielded an axe or felicd a tree,
but soon becaine rather au expert, and
knew net only hîew te fail a tro but
could tell exactiy where the troe should
faiL Befere the last snews of April iad gene,
his choppiug task was fnluihd. Hc burned
the brush, inv'ited bis neighbors te, a 1hgfginf
b&e, S;xteen aitivo mon responded te bis cal,
and with four yoke of oxcu the timber was
?iled in proper heaps, ready fer burning. Thîe

.easwerc ail flred in th3 foeoen of oee
da y; thon for three days wore the fires care-
fuily watched, the ashos pushod under the
stili burning timbers until the iast stick was
consumed. The asiies wero thoen carricd te the
leschos alretzdy prepared, te, be convcrted inte
blackc slt&

What is black saits?î the novice wilh ask.
It in the fatiier of potasît, the grandfiatlior of
peari ash, the great grand fatiier of salaratu8,
and the great -reat grandfather of soda. and
a distant relation of baking-pewder. Fromn

one hundrod and flfty te two hiidred potîndH
ii; imade froint tue a.4imesý of ai acre cf lieavy
tituber, wus always; a covt'frd ccatth article by
oe 'ry country iirchant and sold for fronît
two te tiree dellars por lîîîîîdred potunds.
Ail went eveîîtually te Eîîglaiîd, wlîc it was
uscd for bioacîimg and otiior purposes. Thaîs
did the firct pionoor-à acquire a cash capital
t4) provide for the futureu wanit of tie famîîily.
WVhîon ail nmeaus wore oxhîausted the fathier
loft lus littie fainily, weuit into tuie long
settied townshi pa, Baylîsnu, Malaluide or Yar-
ioutb aud werkcd with the oid fartiiors, te

procure provisions, perliaps a cow, or a pair
o! two-vcar-old 8teers

Wlien the Wcllanîd Canal wvas firnt coin-
mucntced mneet of our uminarried younjr mon
went te St. Catharines or Thîerold andm tioro
fotind ready oîmployuîonit at $12 per iîionth.
In the autumnu thecy roturned to their férea9t
lueiies anud sîipmît the wîntor inomîtm in
emlarging tîmeir bettermnents. Abouit the flrt
of May tlucy wore foutîd ai ou the Welland
Canai. Somne brouglit omlile cews, othiors
steers aud stihi ethors siucop anid littie piga9,
and absoitite povorty was ne Iongortmrcateno(l.
Tie daily faro of aiiit oery famnily for thie
first two yoar was crni bread, pork, mîîush,
inaple syrup, milk and butter, withi potatoos
gaiere.

My little «'boughten "or linprted tea, was
used ini thiose daye. (iood asdluoaithy 8ub-
stitutes were mado fromn cyprus, sage, sassta-
fras and black currant leaves. Tlie be8t cotfc
was iade frein peus, nicoly browmiod. Whoen
pesa wore net on lîand Indian cern and brend
weli teasted were uscd as subetitutes. Iu a
few short years two or tureo good cews, a
yoke cf exen, front ton te tluirty sheep, pigs,
liens, ducks, geose and turkeys ini abundamîce.
TMien did thue carly sottiors live on thîe fat of
tie laud. Chothing of every kîud wat coetiy,

but prdent iiîdustry kopt evory umoniber of
famnîly clotbed witli the meet durable and
substantial garmoxîts.

Tie big whioel for weoi, the little wicel for
flax, the roc), the swift, ani the cards for
wooi, were foulid ii nost tlîrifty houses. Mite
wool frein six slîoop aud the flax grWi ou1 an
acre of lamnd, ail niaiîufactured atflomlie, mtade
flaunel, iinsey-wooisoy, anîd tew-cetu suil-
cient for evory douîand for nearly tw,%o yoars.
Thoro were weavers ini overy settliomict.
Tlîey did tlueir work woll and teck timoir psy
eitiior lu tioney, produco, or a shmareocf the
manufactured geods

31ihitia uîusters wero held on tuie fourth of
June. Evory matn wss callod eut to train for
a long suminr's day, to, bo drillod by officers
as ignorant cf inilitary tacties as the most
stupi1 mnu in the ranks.

Twe or tlîree 8words, a couple dezon oid
guns, nomeo sticks aud corn stocks4, ceiîstituted
the whoie unilitary outflt. A Scotch Pip r

lave somne good mnusic, Ben D)ayton with i is
runi aud 'foin Anderson with luis fifo, do-

ligitod thouutamicd (iiiilitisienc. Thuose yesrby
mustere becaine se upopuhur, se ridiculous,
aud se uscicas thmat after 1838 we saw ne
more of thlîm.

A great Reforin convention ini April, 1833,
the first over lîid in Canada te noininate dun-
didates for parliainentary liouera The assemn-
blage met lin e .cheoiheuse ou thme nortît
street of WVetninstcr,, watt attendcd by litn-
dreds of earne8t, ardent Reforinera. I, thougli
net o! thuat stripe, atteîîded as a imore specta-
ter. Amongat the leaiders worc th e Halls, the
Hales, the Furgusous, thme Boîtons, Scatchards,

Ellises, Morals, Amîdor.,oms, Nortoii4, [Loves,
Jehinstoits, IHamîve'mm, Goodlines, Shiawq, lieds-
lows, D)oues, Lawtoiis, Dockers, Sillitlus,
Tilliiîys, Crowti, Faricys, Cnseys9, Coymîoe,4
Odolîs, Plarka, Morses, etc.

Tho meîeting %vas wvchl comiducted and moine
excelloent spechles muade. Old George Lawtomî,
cf Yarmouthu, amti educsted, cloqument sp1eaker,
wvas t1ureat oratur of! the day. Othior fairly

oe(0d speles wvore muumîde snd sollte very inu-
orier emies. Tinas Park,, o! Ljond(on, atidi

Elias Moore, o! Yarmouth, wero mî'miniatcd
aud .triumnplialitly olected at the emîsuilig
eloctiou.

County elections iin tiioso days hiated the
entiroecek. Somne voite-rs camîme immre thi siixty
miiles te voe for their favorite canmdidates.
The cotunty of Mlidbosex ln thuese days iin-
cludod ail the territxery tluat is i10w Middle-
sex, Oxford, Elgin, Huron, Perth and B3ruce,
ai territory more chuan sovemity mtiles square,
extendimîg frein Lake Hlurou te Lauke Erie,
andî frontî the town liue o! Zonie te, Burford.
Amîy tuat who %vishcid te hiecone a inemmUer o!
parliatuent nover souglit mi nomination freint
others. Uc uetuiiiatcd hiilfvis4itcd somnio o
thme leadiug olectors in the townshuips, wvciit
fearlossiy te tie poils, sud %vas umore fre-
quomîtly cected thuami defcmîtcd. Vhie Govern-
nient appoimîted a, rotîîrnimîg officer, wlio
reîgne<l auproimie throuiglutlicwek-nio ballots,
ne secret votimîg, a lairge openi poil-book, echd
candidate lîaving ami active acrutimîcer, te pre-
vomit iblegal vetiîîg. A4 the voter advmîuiccd te
the poil, lic ivas questiomiod as te luis tige, blis
citizonsiiip, sud luis !recold. If ail %vus riglut
huis vote wvas mît once recorded. Tliere ivas them
mie bribery, mie perjuiry, mne itî'timgîidmtieîî, but
nmnu could vote nilcas Ilu lhd a hua fidc
tîthe te his estate whicli imiglt bo 100 acres
or a inere tewn lot. Every evcuiing ive kio%%
huow thîe parties stood onmi te poll-book, anid
during the bmst two or threedays cf tie week
gemat exertions wero mnade te, bring iii wîell
kuown absent voters. Butinera, iuisie and
parties o! deteriniued supporters cf tlie differ-
out candidates wvould louive Lonîdon eariy ini
the mnormuimg snd go te Dunmwich or Aldborougi
te brimug in tuie vc'tors. I'vo knio--i a procos-
sien o! mnore tîmati tvemity waggouis Nveil
ioa(led wvtl votera, with a bamnd of imusic anid
bamners flyiîg ; tlie-Re imen wouid niarchlinl a
body sud take lxxse!,sioni of tVie pois, aimd the
cand(idate wlîo wva twenty or tlîirty ahiea(1
haut evouîiîg, woîîid 8c tîmat by iomi thme uuext
day bis competitor was twouty or thirty
aliead o! îiuu.

lAtRRIAGF.-TiiE PLummuSIDuEsr.

lu the csriy days mie <i.~smtimug miuistcr
wvas permitted by lavi te imilto amuy parties
lu thue bonds of holy wcdlock. As wec them
1usd ne Episcopal clergymn resident withiu
fourteen miles9, tie mma.isr fficiated nt ail
wceddings. Tuie intmidimg hiridegrooni %î',ut te
thîe siquire and detmîammdedl a «' puhhlismmîctt."
Thmis iuiirtmiut dociiuuîcmut rai iiionewliat thts-.

1, Ira roel, iuîtend oui the sixtli day o
.May îîoxt, te mtilte lu inarriaigo, Mlà. A. B., of
Lomndonu Townshi ), te Miss C. D)., of thie Trowîî-
slîip o! lt.,bo. ou1, aud Ccd of you, NN-11o
rend thifs document are deiiîmsuded* te couic
before me, mut iuy office un Lut Nu. 4, ini the
Thuird Conices.ioti o! Loudoui oit or before
thec lat day o! May aforesaid asid givo *soruue
legal reason, if anmy thcro sîoîîl lx-, vhuy theo
aforesaid parties aiuouîld miot be ,joizied in the
hiohy bands of wedlock. Otliervise forovor
mftcr hîoid your peace." Tu law requîired

Janitary, 1901.


