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CHRISTIAN SOCIAL'SM

“This subject is onle which of ate has
been comiag very much to the froat.
and compeling the attention of hoth
clergy and Iaity in th* Church. To
many there ix a great attraction in
the term Sccizlism; and the attiac-
tion, strange to say. derives not a lit-
tle of its importance from the fact
that true Soclalism Is supposed to
teach just wiat it do's not teah.
Many men love to hear of the advance
« the Socialistic movemert, b:cause
tuey think that. under its influ:nce,
each man will be as good as his neigh-
bor, that there will b2 nu such dis-
linctions as rich and poor. noblemen
and commoners.—that wemith will be
tqually distributed, and tha', as =
cénsequence of all this. there wil be
an entire freedom from wretchedness
and.misery. In other wo:ds, Sccia ism
in many men's minds, is equivaent
0 communism. These are the men
who are utterly incapable of teing

.

ralsed from thel: pierent un atisfie-
tery conditfon by the lavo s of thelr
own hands. or brains: but wao, n v-
vrtheless, demand a share of tveir
neighlor's prespe ity withcut p ssess-
ing any of his a‘idty o- ‘nd stry.
They 1efus: t, 8 ¢ taal prosp-rity Ia
in the main the rvesult f careful at-
tention to duty, of daing thin.s hon-
estly and straightforwardly in respect
of their fellowm n. They want to get
themeselves Int: comf rtable ¢ reoum-
stances. without even a pretere> of
fulfilling the requl. emunts that teord
to happiness and pro.pg iy, These
form a large projortion of the 8 c-
falists of the pregent day: bui, sueh
Scclallsm i in d'reet antagen sm 1o
that ¢f the Divine Mast-r. We have

no hesltation in saying  that  Josusx
Chriat wasx, In the best and t uest
sense ¢f the word, a 8§ ciolist, ‘The

Apest’es and thelr imm. dig‘e £ Hlowe

ers taaght the true Soct.di-m. Now.
what do we understund YWy irue S o-
falism? It Is a theory of sodlal organ
ization. lased upon tre teackin: of
Christ, particularly ttat  which H-
#ave in th- Sermon on the M unt, |t

has for its common aim the aboiftion
of that ndividual zet!or on  which
modern Soclety dejends, and th- s -
stitution of the regulat-d sisten o°
ca-operative acthon. It d o8 100 im-
ply the entire abolition of private pro-
perty, but requires trat the means of
living shall the property. n &t of
individuals, hut «f the community  at
large, !I@ means that a man 1ab r2
under such cordi-j n< ax shall insurs
success and comfort, if hix work s
dune in an honest and strafghtt rward
way. It means that every man shall
congider himself urder the ove, and
subject ¢ the censure, It noe! 1o, nt

of one Individual mast ¢, Lut of the
e whole conmunity. The typleal Soelal.
ist, of whem we hear so much, Is 1eal.
iy a Hal « the wynd, whe fights o
hix own hand. and that only. The
true Sorlalist, on the other hand, is
one who consid s the welfare of the
community at lurge, and the haner «of
God above all. His Sociallsm is founa.
vd an the purcst princlphs of equity
and justice, ax these are deliniated in
the tcaching «f Christ. The leading
features of that tcaching may e brief-
1y summdd up ax x malntinance of the
eternal privciple <7 the Bratherhood «f
Man. hased nn the Fatherhend of God,
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This, In twin, Involves three suhordin-
ate principles:—
1. The jrincipls of just ¢., or equal

considoratien  for cach, This s net
now  approximat 1y roe nlzed.

f. The principle of trust n the
Fathirho d of God

3. ‘The prineciple of eveap ration, not
competition,

With regard to th- first of these—
thee prineiple of Justice, we can say
truthfully it is not 1ecgnized by the
majority of men, whether on th: sfde
uf caplind «r «f labor., If a man has
by industry and attention to business
talfed himeself frto what s term2d a
position of fndependence, or has in-
hetited that p sitt n fion his Indus-
trious  farefath:rs, he f3 wanting tn
Christan moralfty it he do.s not re-
cognize the responsibllity which goes
aiong with his position. If he be an
cmpleyer of lab e it s not cnough
that he give to hig workmen th - small-
est wages for which he can get the
work done. Is it n t «noush that he
employ the mirn that will work the
hongest day, and dseard thes» wha
st «on regular ani systematle and
rcafonable  terms «mployment, ¥t
is not enough that he do the loweast
modleum that i requited  of  him,
cither in the way of wag:s or of me.
It is Lis beunden duty to see that the
won-» which he pays for wrk dune
is In Just proportion to the returns
whiech he teecived for the finished ar-
ticle He s progerly speaking,  th.
tustee, under God. of these men's
work s a trustee he has a1 perfect
tight to a just and lawful return in
proportion 1o the trust ladd upon him:
aml. when he appropriates more than
he is justly entitied to, th: commun-
lty, as veprisented by the government
of the country, ought to have the
pewer ol stepping in and seelng that
striel Justiee it meted out to the la-
b rer who has nat the powr of peo-
o1er. who has not the power of pro-
curing it for himself. Thiz weuld tn
nowise interfere with the accumula-
tlon of Justly earned wealth. There
can be np doudbt that. as in days gone
by, when vast fortunes were made Ly
the oppression of the slaves in the
British plantations, even so nowadays
fortunes are sometimes accumulated
hy the capitalist presuming on his ad-
vaniages, and grinding out of his em-
ployees the maximum of work for the
mintmum of pay,
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