366 Earncst Clrestiantly.

entrusted with the eharge of a cottage service, would he coveted as a dise
tinction.  Men would not ave to be driven to evingelistic work hy appeals
to conscience : they wonld long for it, and would never weary of it, Phe
spirit of St Paal would velwrae oo the Chureh, the spirvit which moved him {o
say, “ Tome is this grvec given that 1 should preach mmong the Gentiles the
unsearchable viches ol Christ.”

Noris this all; there would be conferred upon Clivistian prople those
divine “gilt«” which are necessary for efiective Christian work,  Zeal itself
is o great spivitual force.  But with intenser zeal we might expect that mey
who have now neither a vivid apprehension of spivitual truth nor the faculgy
ol speaking to others aboul what God has already revealed to them, \\'oulll
receive [rom the Ioly Ghost both “knowledee” and “uticrance.” Those
who have hut a dim and cloudy vision of the glory of Cluist. would receive
sight, and the dumb wonld begin to speak.

The work which is done alveady would Lecome more spiritual, more
carnest, and more effective; and many who are at present cither unwilli ng or un-
able to no unything, would have both the disposition and the power to work.

A Revival of leligion would Iring with it a greab increase of carnest
prayer for the salvation of men.

We may not understand the reasons which underlic the arcat law of the
Kingdom of God, that the deliverance of those who are in danger of eternal
death should in any way depend upon the intercession of those who are
already redeemed. It is not necessary that we should understand. Perhaps
this is only onc of the forms in which a still deeper law is revealed—the law
which made it necessary that God Himself should become man and ofier
Himsell as a sacrifice for the sins of the race Lefore our redemption was
possible.  Dut to Christian men the authority of the Iaw is beyond dispute.
In the Divine household © the elder Son,” who had never “ transgressed at
any time” the Father’s * commandment” iutercedes for His brethren who are
in the “far country,” and “who have wasted their substance in viotous
living,” Defore it is possible for them to come howe again; and only as those
who have returned and been “set” once more “mong princes” prolong the
intercession of Cluist on hehalf of their brethren who ave still in misery and
want, are their brethren restored to honour and joy. 1t is not enough that we
should work for the salvation of men; we have to pray for it too.

There may also be some who are unable to understand how it should he
possible that with a luller revelation to the heart of God’s love for all men
and His great desire to pardon their sin and to give them cternal life, prayer
for the salvation of men should become more importwnate. Tt lovks
paradoxieal.  The more we know of God’s infinite compassion for the human
ee, the more vehemently we entreat Him to pity and to save. I do not care
to attempt a solution of the paradox. Tvery Christin man knows that as
the love of God for all men is more gloriously revealed to him, he Prays more
carnestly that all men may be saved.  With a Revival of Religion we should
recetve such a revelation of the Divine love as would fill owr hearts with
infinite oy, and give new cnergy and faith to all our intercessions.




