
PRIENDLY GREETINGS.

liit was kinlcd in a chaînber on the groiud floor. o ur talents 7 *What kind of account could -we givo, if
H1e mnade a secret investigation, and overhcard tho wu wc callcd upan fur it naw ?
]al's prayor. Tho two first servanti wec botli faithful, and

Onae evening tlîiq fatlier ordered tho young servant equally faithiftl. The vtry sanie wurds of le.sing
tro e'mne to hin ta his cell, annouinced tc, Iinii wvhato lie ore spaken Ly tlieir mîaster to thora hoth. Yet oee
lmrl dizenverecd, .nd roininanded hlma to bring the ]had been ontrusted with fivo talents, and hatd nmade
linok ta in ininîediatoly. Tho youth wvaq at first thoni ton, wvhile.tho other ]lad rccivcd only two andi
confuscd, but soan recovorod and began ta dcfend mnade thcm four. 'iVhat dacs this teacli us?7 That wo
imiself; but it wvas of no0 avait, the book miust be shiallbe) reckoncd -%vith according to the use wva nake

broughit without; de!ay. of aur talents, ixot according ta the talents thoni-
Whîou it ivas produced, and thocy wcere both alone selves. A poor man may ba as faithiful a servant of

and unobscrvod the Josuit lookcd into his book- Chir!st as a rich man, and reoeive hiereafter as full a
cuiphoard, drew ont a book, and handed it ta the lad. blcssing. One who lia. nover ovon learnt to road
Wel, it wvas a « Gardon of 1Paradise " toe 1 inay bc as truc a Chiristian as a great sehiolar ; a

"I aira Pniy and read ovcry day out of Arndt's servant as a master; a chitd as a grown-up person.
«Gardon of Paîradsc,' said the venorablo ui wan. True, tho schalar, the master, and thc grown-up
" And you, whora 1 have lon, Ioved and ru.3petut un persont hie mure talents, grator opportuinities of
accouint of your goa(l and upriglit conêluct, continue doing gaad ; but this is not thc question: tlîo ques-
firmn in your faith. Blihold these strung wciiucnt tian i,,, m bat ubu they maliu of their talents, whether
walts ! they w"' be farsaken and ivili fait, but this five, or two, or ontly me.. They %hlo, love their
insignificant littie book will rematin." Sav jour have thisý çonifoîL, that, however humble thiey

Thli Jesuit was ri-lit. 0f the Jeziuit illoi"tery at may be in ,tatiîii, Icarning, or ability, yet Hie w'îli
.Nilltl4dt only the blackenced wails reniain, but nvt far ccvrtaiiily owni thorai aï "good andi faithf ali sur%.uts,'if
froin thein thora flourislies a. prosperaus avangelical thepy use their littie arighlt.
conimiunity, whose most preciaus book, a.ftcr the Bible Thc servant who wvas ua.st out, was cast out, flot
iii( Luther's Catechi3m, is the " adnof l'ýiradise." betause lie ]lad rceeihcd only one tilent, but becauisu
The naine of this village is Vinterbaus. lie had mnade no use of that ane ; lie would have been

just; as unprafitabla wvitiî five talents.
1{oiv plainly blis case shows us what aur Lord

THE PARABLE 0F THE TALENTS. expeets of us? Hec kopt h Iis maney safo; wvas not
RP.Â ST MATEEWxxv.14.3a.that enaugli ? Na, hae shauld hava used it; liq con-

demnatian wvas because lie wvas an nprafitable servant,
'~' ~tiis parabla aur Lord hoe made no0 profit of it for liis master. Many exý,cuse

jcstill toaches us about His theomsçlves by saying ,, «'I do no anc any harni." But
Scaxning at tha end af wlat is that at tho bost; but ta bide their talent in
*the world. As the turne tho eartli ? Even if whiat thcy say were truc, they

of is loavifig theni wvould be unprafitable servants; and the unprafitable
-drewv near, ahnost ahl servant wvas east out.

- ' 'that Ho -a-d to lus But it is net truc. Bvery ane wvha is nat daing
-' .disciples bora upon tItis good in the world is doing harm. _A person lias an

'r uLjeçt, as thougli He inîluiexce, over üttiers, %vlitther lie thinkis of it or nut.
- -- would leave thora undor What hie doos and what ho say ., the general tornu of

a detp impresbion of iL, tu lii character and conduGt, .tells upon tho.se itroui.
M csa always wlen Hoe hira for good or for ovil , they arc thc botter, uî thîe

ý,lioultl be grine. Anîd su worse, for him. The talent is nat really Iliddcn in
He would have us ta live. tlîc cartl, thougli lia may think iL is;- it le above

Ia tiîis pa Hb e H teaciies us about the talents ground, doing harm if iL is not doing good.
which. le lias ontrusted ta us, and thc use we arc te Did tho master men ta acknoiwledgo that lie iva.
makeoaf thoni, and the account )ve must give. a liard min? No;- ha only took Lhe servant in his

A talent n'as a surn of maney. In oui case iL own way, and condemned hima out of his owa Molith.
means not monoy only, but ail the variaus pawers, If hoe ias indeed so liard and unreasonabie, îvhy
gifts, and opportunitios wliich wo hava in tlis life ; did not the mian tako ail the more pains ta satisfy
sudl as our time, aur badily strength, our powers of lMin, instoad of making it an excuse for doing
mind, aur station .in life. nothing?

Our Mauter has -one away, and lýas loft us, is In like mannor many hava liard thouglits of God.
servants, hue below. Ha lias given talents ta us aIl, They think Huni Stern and sevore, and His service
ta saie mare, ta othoers les;, as ta the servants in tho bandage. But w' at do0es GadI saY af Himsoîf ?
parable;- but ta ail He lias given saine. Wlen Ho «IGod 0 i lave." And haw dace aur Lard invite us
tames again He will reckon with. us. He is nat lie j inta lis service? « Take My yoke upon yen, and
this mastur, ivho did n 4

±o'vwhat blis servants wcre leara of Me;j for I amn moek and lowly in lîeart. and
doing with hlis goods till lie came back. Oir.NMastur, ye shall find rest tnte yuur seuls. Fur 'MY yoke is
thuii&li Hec is in licai on, yet knows exactly wv]iat ive are, o'uey, and M1y burden is ligît." Our M.Na.ter ii kind,
doing evory day. What dacse sc us doing wiith gracions, and compassianate. Ail aur strength for
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