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vutrages cumimnitted on Tanoa, Erromanga,
and Fate, requesting the Commodore to
take such steps as he might think best cal-
calated tv prevent the repetition of such
deeds, and render life and property more
safe in time to come.  Our Lrethren had
suffered, not only tv the spuiling of their
zouds, Lut to the loss of their lives, and in
our circnmstances, we thuught it Lut just
to them, to the missivn, and to the interests
of humauity, to follow up the steps tahen
in Syduey, und lay a statement of the lead-
ing facts before the representative of the
British government, for his infurmation
and gaidance, The Commodore evinced a
most friendly spirit; but said he could do
nothing without interpreters ; he could do
nothing without first lctting the natives
understand distinctly what his object and
intentions were.  He sald also, that he
wouldlike the Dayspi ing to accompany him,
that he might have the benefit of Captain
Fraser’s experience, when neeessary, to act
as pilot.  With these apparently reasunable
requests we felt it our duty to comply. DMr.
Paton was appointed to interpret at Tanna,
Mr. Gordon at Erromanga, and Mr. Mor-
rison at Fate. The mecting also appuinted
me to accompany the party in the Dayspring,
to give any assistance that I could.

I come now to state the moust important
facts of all, namely, what was done. At
each of vhie islands the Commodore got un
board, or met on shore, the principal chidfs
near the harbour, and through the interpre-
ters explained to them the olject of his
visit, that it was to enquire into the com-
plaints which British subjects had against
them, and to hear if they had any com-

laints against British subjects. The Queen

ad not sent him, he said, to compel thum
to Lecome cliristians, or to punish them
because they had not become christians ;
she left them to do as they liked in the
matter, but she was very angry with them
on another account ; they had encouraged
her subjects to come and live among them,
had sold them land, and promised to pro-
tect them; yet afterwards they had mur-
dered them, or attempted to murder them,
and had stolen or destruyed their property ;
that the inhabitants of thoze islands are now
talked about over the whole world, for
treachery, cruelty, and murder; that the

Queen would o, longer allow them to mur- |

der or injure thuse of her subjects who
wete living peaccably among them, either
as mmissivuarics or traders; that she would
send a ship of war here every year to en-
quire intu thar condact, and to see that her
subjects were not molested, while living
preaceably among the natives; and that if
any white man iujured any native, they
were to teil the captain of the man-of-war,
and the white man would be punished as
fust as the black, it was the Queen's word,

that Licr subjucts showld dv ill to nuludy,
and that nobudy should du ill to thewm, ~

At Port Resolution the chicf ringleaders
in the mure recent outrages, % Cro smnmon.
ed tu answer for the clharges prufurced
aiainet them, with certification that, if the
did not appear by next Jday at noon, the
villages woull be shelled. In the artil
referred to in the Record, My. Gedilie's i,
dum and humanity, in negotiating for th
Dylorus, are held up in striking contrast
our rechless fully in connexion with e
Cuwiucou. Now, without my being anage
of how Mr. Geddie had acted on that vee.
sion, it so happened that Mr. Paton aud I
gave the same, orequally strong, assurance
to thuse summoned that Mr. Geddie had
given, but greater guilt had produced gren
or fear, and they preferred to fight the bi;
ship. Indeed the unfriendly natives were
quite in ecstacies of joy about fighting,
they Loasted of having plenty of guns, puw.
der, and shot, and that it was very goud for
them to fight, They scemed to think tha
a perty of men would be sent on shore &
attack them in their own villages, and that
as the fighting would be in the Luoh, they
would suun have the best of it. It wasnet
till cvery pacific measure failed, and til
ciery precaution was taken to prevent in
jury to life; not after a warning of tw,
hours only, as the Record asserts, but after
o warning of nearly two days,—that the
Commodore shelled two villages, Loth of
which had Leen centres of miscliuf for many
& long year, and in both of whith gail:;
partics were living and being protected,
The object was to spare life, but destigy
property, and mahe such a display of power,
as should dispel the illusion under whith
the Tanuese, particularly at Port Resolo-
tion, had been living for a long time past,
that act as they might, especially towards
missionaries, and those belonging to them,
they would not be called to account,

The loss of life, whatever it may hawe
been, was accidental. By the bursting of a
shicll, sume days afterwards, three natives
were killed, and four wounded. The los
of the seaman’s life was alsv accidental.—
The party sent ashore were to destroy pro-
perty, not tu attack the natives, and wew
to cunfine themselves to vne of the village
or districts that had been shelled, and wher:
it was all but certain no natives could be
fonnd. But unfortunately they had nv
native guides; before the firing Legan, the
friicndly natives were afiaid of acting as
guides, lest they should become marked men
afterwards, although when the firing was
over, and they saw the power of a man-of
war, uny number could have buen gut.—~
When the party got into the Lush, they
touk a wruny path which led them beyond
the district that had been shelled; there
they fell in with a chief and a party of na-




