1862. Whe Home and Foreign Record, - 151

The island of Niua ir one of tho smallest in the group and probally contains not
more than 300 inhabitants ut present  The nativesarea branch of the Maliy race
snd speak a diulect similar to those of Eastern Polynesia. Teachers from Samoa
or Rurotonga would learn the languages very soon and their books might hemade
to suit the 1sland with slight alterations. The dialect is very difficult to teachers
from this istand.

ERROMANGA.

Septeraher 11th. It was with peinful emotions that we entered Dillon’s Bay
this worning. ‘The day was fine, and the island pever appeared more lovely. It
was hard to think that so interesting  spot of God's ereation should have been de-
seerated with the deeds of darkness that have been perpetrated on it. A deathlike
stillness prevailed around the bay and very few natives could ha seen. The fatal
disease which swept over the island, has fearfully reduced the population, and the
s;:yvivors, whether fricnds or fues, were ashamed or afraid when they saw the
ship.

A boat was soon lowered and sent on shore under the churge of Joe one of the
Erromangan natives in Aneitenm, whom he brought as an interpreter. The boat
soon refurned hringing several friendly natives, and among them Kauiaui the .oan
who killed Mr. Williams and Harris, the son and suceessor of Niwan, the
late high chief. Our interview with these poor Erromangans was an aff2ctiog one,
it was somo time before they spoke, and they shed many tears. They gave us full
information about the massiere of Mr and Mrs Gordun.  The account we received
of the sad cvent 18 sabstantially the same as I have already forwarded to you,with
some addittonal particulurs. A full siatement of the whole affuir bas been care-
fully written hy Mr Murray, from information collected on the spot, and will
prohably appear 10 the *-Missionary Chrontels’ of the London Missionary Socie-

It ought perhans to e mentioned that Mr Gordon was not ignorant of his dan.
ger.  Ho did not live at the bay where the native setilement is, but on a high hill,
about two milesdistant, and very innceessible.  This locality appears to have been
chosen for health. In this secluded place he was in 2 measure beyond the reach of his
friends, and much in the power of evil disposed persons. The only natives near
him were thase on his own premises. As soon as the natives at the bay heard
that v hwathen intended to kill the mission family they sent word to Mr Gordon
of their mteations, and urged him to remove to the old missior premises,where ke
would be in the midst of his friends. who wouald protect him. These warnmngs
were repeated three days in succession,on the last of which the massacre took place.
We donot kn)w the reason why these warnings were ot attended to,probably Mr
Gordon thonght the natives were notsincerein their threatenings. Thereis no pro-
bubi}ityhthuc aay injury would have befillen the aission famnly had they been
at the hay.

Toe natives among whom we landed appeared very friendly. Our whole party
cansisting of Mrand Mrs Murray, Capt. and Mes Willlams. Mrs Johnston and
mysclf visited the gravesof Mr and Mrs Gordon. Thev are baried in a small grove
of trees near the streamn that empties into Dillan’s Bay.  The graves are covered
by a small mound made of coral and plaistered over with lime. A fence enclosed
the whole,inside of which a number of small muiberry trees were growing,pranted
by some friendly hand.

The Erromanpans have committed an awflul erime in the murder of their hest
friends, yet wo must not alandon theisland.  We found things in @ much more
hopelul state than we expectyd.  There sre small partiesin different places friend-
1y to the mission, who meet to worship God oa the Sabbath day. Itis more than
probable that steps will be taken to resume the mission nest year. You will bo
glad to hear that Mr Copeland has been appointed to conduct the mission on Erro-
manga, ard he will go to his destinaticn as svon 38 he is releassd from bis engage-
ments on this islhind Ho is a very prudent man, and seems well suited for such
a sphere of Jabo~.  He will take along with hiw a goud band of native teachers,
and by G;sd’s blassing we hope that Erromangs will become an easy conguest to
the yrospel. -

During our visit, I removed the remaining property belonging to Mr Gordonon
hoard of the ship. The old house on the hill was much injured by the hurricane ,
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