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soic pcarlinc. killing bactcria anîd removinîg all adhercnt wax,
Rcfcrrinîg to wax or modelling compound, whcn once iscd, it
should ncvcr bc uscd again-o imount of mclting or water
boiling can restore it, Its place is with tIe waste plaster. Nex,
consider alI instruments for extraction ; if iot perfectly ascptic
they become at once instruments of inoculation, carrying the virus
directly into the circulation : also all the instrumncnts used at
the chair including cng:Ic hanlpiccc, right anglc attachmncnts
-in fact, cvcry'thing that cornes in contact witli the moutn of hIe
patient or the hands of tic opcrator. Thcrc arc dificrent mcthods
tised for clcansing such. Iln the irst place, it nust be effective,
and it must be rapid. I sec ii the August Cosmos, on page 756,
an articlc by 11. O. Rcik, M.D., whcre lie speaks higlîiy of x
Stcrilizer conîsisting of formaldehyde i'n which gas is gencrated-
iot the solution. I havc neer secen it ; but, in vicw of the kznowin
value of formaldchyde as an antiseptic agent, it may be just tIe
thing. Ii our own ofice, aftcr having tic instruments thoroughly
wvashcd and cleansed, tlcy are placed in a dish containing a solu-
tion of germicidal soap preparcd by Parke, Davis & Co. It is a
soap containing incrcuric iodide, and they claim that wlien this
soal is rubbed in water until a lieavy latier is formed, the solution
will contain approximatcly i-5oooth mecrcuric iodidc, and that this
solution is more effective than i - ioooth bichloride, and lcss thlan one.
fifth as poisonous. In this solution the instruments are allowcd
to reinain at lcast five minutes, gencrally longer, altlhouglh tic
makers clain that it does its work iii mucli Icss tine. After this
bath thcy arc rinsed very carefully and thorouglhly under thc tap,
It does nlot rust or discolor the instruments, nîcitler docs it act as
,in irritant to the mîouth or hands. But, as we arc dcaling witlh a
powerful poison, great care should bc exerciscd, and it will be
secen furtier along that aIl the cleansingc can casily bc accom-
plislied without the hands coming in contact with the solu-
tion-armless if it did, thouglh rcpcatcd contact miglt have
sone effect. It- lias not the objectionable odor of carbolic acid,
neither does it act upon corundum or stub wlcels as cuthymol or
lysterine. We think this a safe and convenient agent for render-
ing instruments antiseptic. To make plain the course followed, i
will explain that we have, for holding the cleansing fluid, a dish
of granitcare-about seven inches long, four inclies widce and
three or four inches deep-fitting loosely in this is an inner dislh
(tinned copper) made so it vil] drop looscly in the dish and sink
to the bottom. This inner dislh is about tvo inclhes dcep, and its
sides and bottom are thickly studdcd with holes just snall cnough
so as not to allow the right angle burr to fall througlh. Ail the
instruments and appliances, after washîing with a brushi, are placcd
in the inner disli, which readily sinks to the bottoin of the outer
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