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anount of î;6,o00 tons, but, on the other hand, t liv iliitllty
of coal raised vas considerably in advance of the oulitit tf
the preious year, aitlough prices had been low Il enn-
sequence of the severe depression whiclh lad prevailed li tlle
iroi and tcel trdes iii Europe and Aineic.L. SinuL el0w lie-
ginning of I905, however, a arkced improveient hatn ovt lin,

prites liave ,dvanîced and consumption hab increutaiv. Thie
saie story is revealed in the report of the Doimiiiii nul
Company, which, moreover, records a consideralile f.tl llig off
in bibiness vith United States customers in 1904, uwing t tlle
reinposition of the coal duties. Tiere was also a lobs oh lfl t
due ta the payment of duty on shipments ta the New Rfluîgttid
Gas and Coke Company.

" 'lie history of the Dominion Coal Company is in4rtitive
to all wlio are watching the development of Canadint lindit§=
tries. Formed in 1893, there was, in the first year of woriig
a total profit of over $3oo,ooo. Last year-that is, after nbtlîit
ten years' work-the net proceeds of sales of coal and lligom
fron other sources amountcd ta $1,620,475 wlicl repreÎtsrn
a very satisfactory development in sa short a time, espetially
in view of the fact that all lias not been by any mesuui plitiii
sailing, and the conpany lias had more than one set-back of
considerable importance. Of these mention ray be made of
the disastrous fire which broke out in 1903 in Dominion No, i
Colliery, ta extinguish which the waters of the Atlailtic had to
be admitted and the workings flooded. Pumping operatlons@
extending over a wlole year were necessary to puîmp ont flic
mine. The experiment tried in 1902 of leasing the conerni to
the Dominion Iron and Steel Company turned out to b@ of
somewhat doubtful advantage, and a new agreement hîs iow
been entered into whereby the Coal Company under$ta to
supply the Iron and Steel Company with fuel imider more
favorable conditions than those fixed by the leasing aigree.
ment, whereby it was possible for the Steel Company to call
for an unlimited supply of coal at times when prices were
barely remunerative.

"The iost noteworthy feature of the report, however, iu the
resuilt of the investigation which lias been made of tlh e011-
pany'ys property and prospects by Messrs. Emerson llinbrdllge
and George Blake Walker. These gentlemen, after §in ex-
haustive examination of the Dominion Coal Conupany's prop=
erties in Cape Breton, find that-

i i. The com pay possesses a combination of propçrties of
great and unique value. with special advantageous coniditioin
(a) An immense proved and working coalfield, with enloriteil
reserve areas, which will be worked by future generatlol§;
(b) a very large capacity of output; (c) thick seams of good
quality at moderate depths; (d) the possession of llppinîg
wharves at the chief markets; (e) the control of a private rail-
way, enabling it ta give prompt despatch ta its slilpnie@nts,

"2. The favorable conditions of working, cotiplrd with
the fact that the Cape Breton coalfield has a practical inititlo
poly of the St. Lawrence market, and (iinless barred hy flittire
legisl.étinn) can face any competition in the New RIglttid
ports, are of great value. " The collieries, under present n11un-
agement, should yield profitable returns, and we do noeît bfe-
lieve that any existing coal company enjoys advantageq §o
favourable."

"3. The present collieries with the suggested extenîlong
have a capacity for output which are estimated ni 40MoMn
tons per annum.

"Another important feature is the labour question. A
three years' agreement has been made between thec compuîly
and its employees, having in viev the improvement of miiulng
operations and an equitable adjustment of wages, In order

uit the conipany nay be in a position ta enter into long-term
conitracts if necessary.

" Un the vliole, therefore, tliere is very good reason to
ioplie for a speedy return on the $i5,ooo,ooo of the common
qtock of this company, which lias received no dividend for
soIle time past.

" The coal and iron fields of Nova Scotia, although tlhe,
lnve hitherto been rather disappointing ta the investor, ar
too valuable a property ta remain in tleir present position
Nev markets are upening up with the growth of population in
Canada, and over the vast area of lands, which, witlh the ex-
tension of railways, are destined for speedy settlement, the
laiternîal denands alone sbould be sufficient to ensure prosper-
Ity for those mines whicli are taking care ta maintain efficien-
cy and econoimic working.

A NEW TYPE FOR COAL BOATS.

The Dominion Coal Company, in furtherance of its inten-
tion to obtain a share of the Ontario market, is having a boat
built in Toronto of a type which will obviate the necessity of
flic ocean coal boats tying ta a wharf before being able to
toad river craft.

The type is known as a "Tubular" steamer, and will load
fron the larger boats in mid-stream. Belt conveyors are to
be ttilized for unloading and loading, and will have a capa-

clty of 400 tons per hour. The smaller coal boats have a
c1pacity Of 2,ooo ta 3,000 tons, and will be able ta discharge
in len hours' time; the larger boats, those having a capacity
of lo.ooo tons, will operate four sets of conveyors, making the
titîloading time no longer than for the smaller boats. It is
figtured that by tlhese new boats the cost of carrying coal ta
Tronto will be cut ta $1.1o per ton, ail charges included. As
thie cost of American coal delivered at Toronto averages $3.35,
it is figured that the margin of $2.25 will permit of successful
colipetition with United States coal.

The new boat is ta be launclhed about the first of June,
anîd sie will have a long enough season this year ta demon-
stt·ate the possibility or otherwise of securing the Ontario
saft coal market, which is figured at 2,000,000 tons per year.

PRODUCTION OF PIG IRON IN THE UNITED STATES.
The active capacity of the furnaces producing pig iron

li the United States during January was 377,879 tons, or at
the rate of 2o,oo,ooo per annum. These figures are startling
li the revelations they make of current consumption. In ad-
dition to the monthly output of over 1,6oo,ooo tons, stocks are
declining at the rate of ioo,ooo to 120,000 tons a month. The
consutnption is chiefly by the steel conpanies, whose orders
for rails and structural steel are very heavy. Using this trade
as a barometer, the press is uniformly optimistic about the
mimtnmer of 1905.

STEEL BRIDGE SPANNING THE ST. LAWRENCE.
A steel bridge now under construction over the St. Lawrence river at

Quebec ls a remarkable structure. The weight of this bridge will be
about 35.000 tons. Its span of 1,800 feot crosses the entire St. Lawrence
river at such a height as not te interfere with navigation. and will be
the longest In the worid. the Forth bridge in Scotland being 1.710 feet
long, the Brooklyn bridge 1,680 feet. and the new East river bridge in
New York 1,G00 feet. There have been manufactured by the Phoenix
lt-ldge Company, Phoenlxville. Pa., to date, and partly shipped to the

slte of the bridge, about 10,000 tons of steel. It will take about two more
Vears to complete the structure. The masonry piers are entirely finl',ud.
nlhd the temporary faise works, of steel, arg now in place on the sith
shore, upon which etection wili begin at the openIng of sprIng of this
Year. The 1.800 feet of steel bridge work between the piers will be
etected without any faise work in the river. The bridge ls te be 80 feet
wide over ail. carrying a double-track railroad, a double-track treley
ahd highway. and two saewalks. Many novel fmatures have heen
adopted in the desIgn and matnufacture of this bridge. The total le:.gtb
of the bridge will be 3,00 frcet: length of channel span, 3.800 feet: ithip
clear her.dway. 160 feet abov* highest tide. height of cantilever tov .rs.
800 feUt abovo the river. Th- Phoenix Bridge Company are the 4)n-
t'netoms for the superstructum.


