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but to what good? For Mr. M. Neal
winds up his article by giving a remedy
for the same, *“just break these colonies
up.” He finds it the quickest and cheap-
est. Then why spend perhdps hours in
bunting out a laying worker which is no
earthly use after caught, and whose col-
ony is only worth the breaking? T don't
care whether I know one or not: the only
thing I care to know is that none are try-
ing to rule in my hives, and if [ find any I
dispatch them hastily in the very manuer
preseribed by Mr. M. Neal

1t was decided at the Buffalo Convention
that Doctor Miller should answer the con-
tents of the question drawerin A. B. J.
After doing so on page 803, he says,
“Some questions that were handed in ave
omitted, - being of such character as to
require something of a vote of the mem-
bers of the convention.  Indeed. it xeems
hardly the thing that questions;handed in
at a convention should not he answered
on the spot, so as to have the advantage
of possible new light from members pres-
ent. While the doctor has perhaps done
full justice to the said questions laid over,
yvet after all, hix answers ave bat the ex-
pression of oue mind, mature and exper-
ienced though it may be. 1 believe it isa
great mistake in not alloting ample time
at conventions for the full and free dis-
cussion of those knotty, intricate little
problems that are suve to finmd their way
into the question drawer. By submitting
them to a full convention, ideas by the
dozen will be brought out that wonld
never see the Hght of day by the method
adopted at Buffalo. It might well be
said in the langnage of Thos. Gray:

Fall nziny a e of purest terene,

The dark unfathomned caves of ovean bear
Full many a tlower is born to blush unscen,
And waste its sweetness on the desert air.
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Who Shall Keep Bees. £

—C. H. bissery.  §,

EDE I\ ISV AE TSV SR IS =5 -95EN
Thavejust vead the avticle in the Janunary
Number of The Canadian Bee Journal, by
C. C. Miller, aud while treating the matter
fairly and well, practically concludes like
many of his productions by saying “I don’t
know.” XNouw, it seems to me that we bee
keepers, or ye edivors, have very little to
say in the matter anyway, as thos¢ who
want them will have them, if they ean get
them, and keep themif they can. Human
desire, profit and ability always will con-
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trol the matter. Why not discuss as to
who should keep hogs or who should keep

sheep? This is supposed te be a “fiee
country.” 1 do not inow how it is in

Canada, but here pe ple do pretty much
as they please abovre what particular oe-
cuapation they shall vursue. I do ot
believe that it costs the farmer twice as
much to produse a few hundred pounds of
honey per puand, than it does the “‘gpecial-
ist” with ais hundreds of colonies. Iy
fact I know that the advantage is ail vith
the farmer.

As T have owned over 100 eolonies dur-
ing the past ten years, I am perhaps a
specialist, rather than farmer or mereham
which latter is my main ovcupation.  The
iden the Dicadvanees that farmers shonld
be in some way prevented from Keeping
bees, as they “spoil the market” is prepos-
terous. Now, Dr,, honestly, did you cver
know a farmer who did not get all he
could for his honey? Owing to bad con-
ditions of his product he may sometimes
be obliged to accept less than the regalar
rate, but does not willingly do so just to
beat prices down. Isometimes buy honey
from farmers, and they usually ask me
what | aun getting for the best honey. and
atthough the style of package and general
condition may not compare with mine.
they will generally insist on thar price,

Doctor, are we not a little “narvow”™
when we preach that only speciadists
should keep bees? T well remember when
I was strugling to get a start in life, and
after meecting many disappointments, |
thought a few hives of bees would he a
help to me, and how 1 was discouraged hy
a few “bee men”™ who seemed to fear tha
I would interfere with them. Did tha
keep me out of the business? Not much! but
I rather concluded that if it was a wood
thing for them, why not for me. That
was thirty-two years ago, and I have had
bees, sometimes more than 200 colonies.
eversince, and they have beena very con-
siderable help to me too.
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Willie—Pa, what’s an usher?

Pa— He's the man who shows people
where they mustn’t sit at church—
Chicago News.

Mrs. Biggers —0Oli, yes, T understand my
husband thoroughly !

Mrs. Jiggers — Practice, no deabt. 1
have heard that he gets sometimes <o that
no one can understand a word he ~aps—
Indianapolis Journal.




