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of the Futher, Son, und Holy Spirit, without true ¢ saving” fuith 1 o,
no avail—is & mockery of the ordinance—is profane. Here we ca
weet.  Now for the point from wlich we diverge.  You say that these
who possess this faith, this true unfeigned fauh, are justified, regenerated,
pardoned, born agam. Do you not? We teach that this faith must be
confessed by an huwmble, penitent 1mmersion into the name of the D
nity, before the sinper cames within the promise of pardon—before ain
one has the assurance of God’s word thut they are one of the regenerated
sons or daughters of the Lord Almighty. Now whether right or wrong,
neone who can put two ideas together can misunderstand our positien!
lts correctness must be determined by the tesumony of God’s word.
Agan: you will agree with me in lhe conciusion that next to faith i
the Supreme Bewng, and in that glorivus fact of the new covenant that,
Jesus is the Messiuh, the Son of the Living God—I say next tothis know. |
ledge, Heaven’s plan of dispensing pardon to hus sinful creatures 1s most
mnportant.  To this subject then, geantlemen, [ snvite special attenton,
Aside frow all personahities and every other denominational considers.
tion, [ mvite you te a friendly discussion, I will not ask for a hearmg
11 your paper or in your meeting houses, but will give page for pageuw
‘The Christian ; or if any prefer it, discuss the question viva voce before
those who may choose to histen. Do not call tius a chaltenge : the pro.
position 1s not made with that intention ; but sincerely, for the purpos
of inducing a re-examination of all your premses and conclusions ir
reference to this most important point in the Christian system—the con.
ditions of salvation, through the mediauon of the Lord Messiah.  You
say the condition is Faith., We sav—ever since man became a trans.
gressor, o faith and every other mental acta positive nstitution has
ever been added, in brder to test the worshipper’s sincerity, and to pgt
hun mto the possession of the cnjoyment of God’s favor. By unbelief,
which issued in an overt act of disubedience to a positive institution of
Heuven, our first parets lost the favor of God, and * brought death mnto
our world, and all our woe.” It was not by uabelief alone, but unbelef
made manifest by disobedience. The templer said ** You shall aot
surely die.”” 1t was the act that this Ze called forth that plunged them
wto ruin and death : they trampled on God’s aatherity 1n disobeying an
act as simple as that of partaking of the fruit of a certamtree! Why
then should 1t be thought a thing incredible, especially by vou who pro-
fess to take the Word of God as the alone rule of faith and practice—
that God should place a positive ordinance between the sinner’s faith and
the tree of life. By unbelief and disobedience man first lost the favor
of God—why then think it unreasonable that Heaven should ordain faith
and obedience 10 bring him again into his favor. Pardon me,if Tes-
claim O how weak your faith! You can believe and teach that the
sinner may experience pardon, engaged in prayer orin meditation, as he
walks by the way, in his house, 10 a grove, or ina place of worship—in
your opinion he may be regencraled while searching the Word of God,
reading the “ christan experience” of some pious saint—hearing the
gospel, or even in a drcam or vision of the mght.  Yes, you can believe
all this without the record of one such iustance—one such conversion,
smce Jesus rose from the dead; but on the plainpest, the most express



