
Till: CIlIRISTiAN.

of the Father, Son, und lIoly Spirit, without truc " saving" faith is of
no avail-is a mockery of the ordinance-is profane. Here we cas
ineet. Now for the point fron wvhici ive diverge. You say that those
wlho possess this faith, this truc unfeigned faith, arejustified, regeneraed,
pardoned, born again. Do you not ? We teach that this faith must be
confessed by an humble, penitent iimersion into the name of the Umii.
nty, before the sinner cornes within the promise of pardon-before aw
one lias the assurance of God's word iliat they are one of the regenerated
sons or dauglters of the Lord Almighty. Nov whetlher right or wrong
no one who can put two ideas together can misunderstdnd our position
lis correctness must be determinud by the testimony of God's word.

Agan you wüli agree with, nie in [le conclusion that next to faith in
the S'upreme Beng, and in that glorious fact of the nev covenant that
Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of the Living God-I say next tothis know.
ledge, H-Ieaven's plan of dispensmng pardon to his sinful creatures is rost
important. To this subject then, gentlemen, I invite special attention.
Aside froi ail personaities and every oilier denomnanional considera.
lion, I invite you to a friendly discussion. I wili not ask for a hearmng
in your paper or in your meeting houses, but wdli give page for pagea
The Christian; or if any prefer it, discuss the question vira voce before
those who may ehoose to listen. Do not call this a challenge : the pro.
position is not made with that intention ; but sneerely, for the purpose
'of inducing a re-examination of all your premises and conclusions ir
reference to this Most important point in the Christian system--the con.
ditions of salvation, through the medizantein of the Lord Messiah. You
say the condition is Faith. We sav-ever since man became a trans.
gressor, to failt and every otiter mental act a positive institution has
ever been added, in brder to lest the %vorshipper's sincerity, and to pvt
hum imto the possession of the cîijoy nient ot God's favor. By unbeliet
which issued in an overt aci of disobedience to a positive institution f
Heaven, our first parents lost the favor of God, and " brought death mio
our world, and ail our woe." It was not by unbelief atone, but unbehef
made manifest by disobedience. The tempter said "You shall not
surely die." It was the act that this lie called forth that plunged them
mto ruin and death : they traipled on God's authcrity in disobeying an
act as simple as that of partaking of the fruit of a certain tree ! Why
then should it be thought a thing incredible, especially by you who pro.
fess to take the Word of God as the alone rule of faith and practice-
that God should place a positive ordinance between the smnner's faith and
the tree of life. By unblief and disobedience man first lost the favor
of God-why then think it unreasonable that Heaven should ordain faith
and obedience to bring him again lio his favor. Pardon me, if I es
claim O how weak your faith ! You can bhIeve and teach that the
sînner may experience pardon, tngaged in prayer orn mmeditation,as he
walks by the way, in his house, in a grove, or in a place of worship-in
your opinion lie may be regenerated while searching the Word of God,
reading the "christian experience" of some pious saint--hearing the
gospel, or even in a dream or viion of the might. Yes, you can beleve
ail this without the record of one, sucb tustance-one such conversion,
snce Jesus rose from the dead; but on the planuest, the most express


