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our schoolhouse was with its trees
and vines and grass and flowers. I
just enjoyed it without thinking.·
:What's the reason things should be
so different here? But what can I
do - a stranger, not a cent of my
own, and rheumatism in mny right
arm so that I couldn't set a tree,
much less dig a-hole for onle'-

Hugli thought much of it as he
became acquainted with his new
schoolmates. None of them seeni-
ed to take it hard-the baie build-
ing and the dusty, barren play-
ground. Few-of the houses in the
village had trees or grass about
them. As is the case in many new
villages, the people seemed too busy
to concern themselves about such
luxuries.

But ole day, after reading a let-
ter from one of his Eastern friends,
Hugli sprang up with the excite-
ment of a neW idea.

'Hurrah! I have it now.'
'What is it?' asked his mother.
'Arbor Day is coming. Pm going

to try if I can't stir up something
here.'

Very wisely Hlugh weit first to his
teacher. He was a young man who,
like the others, had little spare
time, but was willing to listen kind-
ly to Hugli.

'I like that sort of thing myself,'
said Mr. Marten, 'if only some one
would set the thing going. Your
enthusiasm would do it,' he said,
with a glance of genial syntpathy at
the boy's glowing face.

Hugli went from one to 'another
in the village, meeting with varying
receptions, yet on the whole a gen-
eral willingness to fall in with his
suggestions.

Before the coming of Arbor Day
le had enlisted all the boys and as
nany men as lie could, all in good-
humored readiness to act under his
orders.

On the day before, those who pass-
ed the schoolhouse might have had
their attention drawn to a large
placard displayed thereon. It
read

'All who are willing to :assist in
the celebration of Arbor Day are
asked to be àt the schoolhouse by
nine .o'clock to-morrow morning.
Those who have teams and: trucks
please bring them. Those who haire
spades please bring them. Those
who have neither please bring their
good strong hands aud a willing
mind. By. order of the Committee.'

If there were any committee be-
sides Hugh, no one knew it; but it
sounded well. And as men and

boys and horses gathered Hugh Excitement was by this time at
was looked to for orders. its heiglt. Cries and exclamations

A mile from the village lay a hill of delight were heard on all sides
froni which only a part of the tini- as the bare, dull building and its
ber lad been :cut. As,. after pass- surroundings took on beauty and
ing the dull stretch- of dusty road sweetness with almost the magical
leading to it, the Àrbor Day work swiftness of a fairy tale. It was a
ers scattered themselves among the wonder of wonders-the tender
trees Iovely with the earliest spring green spreading itself over all that
foliage, they began to perceive how had been unsightly.
faithfully Hugh, with a chosen in- Men and boys were not, however,
ner. circle of friends, lad already to do everything. As the last bit
been at work. of bare dust was hidden, wives, mo-

Half-a-dozen good-sized trees had thers and.sisters came with baskets.
already bàen dug about, leaving a Seated on the new turf the people
large mass of earth clinging to the enjoyed a royal feast.
roots. Smaller trees were marked -The boys were called on for
for digging, vines also, and a few speeches, Hugh.leading off witl au
bits of underbrush which Hugh had account of. tli difficulfies which lad
chosen for a thicket in the corner seemed tO stand in the way of bis
of the yard. desire f0 make the sèlâolhoûse a

It was a busy crew which worked fhing of beaufytelling of bis ap-
for some hours under the soft sun- plications to diffèrent ones in the
light of the spring day. Enthusi- village and-tic kindness and sym-
asm grew as the work went on, and .pathy wifl Which lie lad been al-
wifl familiarity witl lNature's -en- inost universally received..
tcWors came lovinginfersst. Mr. pehe was called on for the

'Wly-hayen'f we doue if before conclu ding speech. lie wisely made
'we'11 do if wifl ýa will now" -if s1îor,. very. soon, arriving atAùd fsey did. t e ce wae, with an loquent

de tuc sir to make thpsholois

were loaded wif flic fine* frees, so > sture uphnard, le directedal e s
c arcfullyandléd that fpy would 'into nie soft green above itheir
neyer vhavlel reason t& miss tknir aa sads.
tive beds, shout affer shout arose. 'I want to.express a hopq fliat no0

Hugli had -preparad a day of sur- one will insuwih he hadu aend dig-
Pises. .As l e procession was nit of these rees by bringin be-
ready fh aove, the village band ap- neaclu din e anyhing newi, lOw, un-
peared from behind a clump of gencrous, or dishoniest; flaf flicir
trel. Cheeis of deligl greefed shador may reso only upon al
ther, and a few moments later a which makes up higli and noble
dozen large fags and banners float- caracter. And in order t do this
cd aboveWhle evry man and boy tese boys and girls, wIo have heip-
wore a smallone on lis sat. cd in naking this Arbor Day whae.

Anoiv er surprise came when the if is rs 'andwat it wi l aiwhoays be to
beHers of flie forest treasures, tIs lcomnmunity, must begin by be-
greted aI.aIong fcthe p iay by moa- ing tfhemselves tc examples'
ers and sisters, .who had come to Dep murmurs of ascnt, ten
peet thein, arrived af fli school- cliers and more ofiers as fli peo-
house. hUneown to fi others, pe began slowly to disprse.
hug, lad detailed a forceto dig Outsidethe transformcd ground

up and grade flic yard. T nn les tey lingered stilf fa feast their
for the, treeswere already dug, and yes on fli ncw beauty which lad
tley wcre set in their places by as core fo find place in their midst.
rnany auds as could take bld a w 'A good work for one boy bo
once. sart.

Then came flc vine bearers, and 'A boy wiou a cent, and rheu-
for a painstaking lour ladders were natisma in his rigl arm,' said Mr.
leld againt sur brick wahls wle Marten witth a laug.
bearesThre ers for tt f schooelfousehtSditers w ac cried a voice; and tey wer har-
to ae off fli bareness and fli ug- ily given.
linss. Tic water carriers did tîcir 'WTe'1l lave a foar ons i nexf fag-
.duy and aen-came another sur- raisig day.'
forise tr s w'Terec ceers for rdugy

Three or four waggons loaded s 'o. Cheers-fortflag!Iscream-

man hand asb could tak holdh ateopn

ii sod t eere driven up.m The treex per. -
And to this ay no one knows for

feir, were pusled aside-f0 resf whle whica fe crowning ch ers of the
busy hands laid flip green flooring. day. ser given.


