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efllra1y read in private and in the family; religious books are circulated of
the highest excellency, and put within the reach of the poorest. On thus taking
«' generai survey of Christian activity, it does appear that the foll'owers of Christ
-are fLot idie, that they are not indiffervnt to public duties, and to the just claims
Of eternity uipon their persons and their substance.

The Churcb, as -a whole, neyer was perhaps in any age, even in the times of
the Aposties, externally in a purer state than it is at present. There neyer was
a PuIrer Gospel preached as is gcnerally preached in the pulpits of the Evange-
lical Churehes of this period; nor was discipline ever more justly or more faith-
fully-adnlinistered than it is at present. We do not by this mean to, say that ln

~lthings we are externally perfect. Far from it. The Gospel might, we
5cknowledge, in many instances be more simply stated and -more directly and

tendlerly pressed home upon the heart and conscience than it is, and the office-
be'arers of the Church might be much more faithful in their personal dealing
with the indifferent, the unifaithful, and the erring. We, however, would say,
that looking at things ln the general, there is niuch to satisfy the Christian
heart \Vhen, however, we turn fromn the general aspects of things to the spe-
c'ial-frora the figures and statements of public reports to the substances and the

P)ersonDalities which these are supposed to represent-we find, alas! much to
'ZIourn over, and little to boast of. When we analyze the personal elements of
'Which the Christian community is composed, we do not, it is true, find any great
defeet in doctrinal knowledge or apprehension of truth in the abstract-and it
WOuld be hard to say of most that they were not Christians, or that they had
210t 'well grounded hopes of salvation through the crucified Redeemer; still we
thould find, as a very prevalent characteristic of the Chiistianity amongst us, a

acif not a deplorable lack, of what we would terni, a personal realizatio& of
Ckrisk Christ in us the hope of glory is not the prevailing, or very conscious,
experi.jnflÇ of many professing believers. Christ 0on the cross, Christ ini the
grave, Christ risen and ascended into His glory; ail these things that are without
tI8 InaY be the grounds of much confidence and hope to, the minds of many,
4Whille at the saine time there is no sense of their power in the inner man-in
th hePart of hearts." Men do not, 80 much as one would wish, speak with

that hoî boldness of their faith, their love to Christ and the brethren, their
oe of the everlasting redemption, their assuredness of the promises of God to
erQ and as we find was the custom. of the Saints in Apostolical times, or in the

'tines when the Church bas been blessed with special outpourings of the Spirit
NOW we would say that there neyer can be a living piety of sufficient life to do
,le work Of God where there is not a personal realization of Christ, of which
the SPontaneous expression is, "lChrist is mine and I arn i&" Not until this
taes place is there a living experience of a true and abiding unity to Christ, or
la the Conscions likeness of Christ formed in us. Lt is this personal realization of
Christ Whjch is the chief mark of ail Godas worlcing men, and of his distinguished

servants. Lt has enabled disciples of old to -speak boldly for Chriàt-to gylory in
1 8 )Cos and to suifer for is sake. And only this same realization-of the

F3vofl" Will.enable any man to deny himself the comforts and the pleasures of
th8life, and te take delight ln doing the will of God. Personal piety and per-

'ýoI1a1 dedication to, God is the want of our Churcli, and that too, amnong ail ranks
!~an equal degree; among young and old, rich and poor, ininisters, and people.-

""e-"-Pt none, and s0 we caîl upon ail alike to, consider this inatter, and to
' t Well to heart, that sucli remedial measures may immediately be adopted as

re&Cue us from our dangerous slumbering and sleeping. Lt is flot, let it be
lotAedi 'Wickedness so much that we have to, complain of in the Church : it ln
ruther a spinit of worî<iinw which threatens to dorninate over everything spiri-
~'Which, while it would by no means give up religion, but rather would


