
Brother Pardnson oni 3 asonry.

I am glad to sav that during my administration of the office of Grand Master I havefot l'ad uopllntted to m for decision any matter requiring my direct interference. Iarn cOmpcllecl to reinind bretliren that ail matters of Masonic complaint and juris-prudence should, by the Constitution, be referred through the Grand Secretary, andthat hik opinion, however valuable, is not that to w'hicb official weighit is attaehed.The )istrict Deputy Grand Master is the direct channel ofcommunication in suchmatters. communi
Shortiv after the last communication of Grand Lodge, the following old jwels werepresented hv our esteemed Most Wrshipful Brother Harinton, representative of theGrand Lodge of Quehec near the Grand Lodge of Canada: gst, Square-the gift of H.R. H. Prince Edward, Duke of Kent, father of our Quaen. snd, ey-the gift ofPrince \William Henry, Duke of Clarence, and William the Fourth. now la thesereic; herore vou, and I am sure they 1ili be carefully preserved, both out of regard totheir originial and illustrious donors, and to him el prsnow iven thenr to US.cmic Grand Lod R8egalia, the purchase of which was authorized at the annualcommunication Of 1873, has at last arr-ved and enabled the officer-, and brethren toappear in their proper jewels and clothing. 1 am informed it lias cost £200 sterlingbut it was an indispensable outlay.

BRO. PARKINSON ON MASONRY.
A- a dinner given in Aberdare, Scotland, after the close of a presentation to Bro.Parkinson, he thus discoursed on Masonry abroad: " Seen years ago 1 vrote a paperentitled ' What is the good of Freemasonry ' and sent ip to the late ar. CharlesDickens, who did me the honour of publisling it in his periodical Ail the earRound.' I then declared the Craft to lie 1Blessed by croincd, and banned bytonsured leads, the essence of evil accordingto some men, and a fountain of goodnessifryou listen t others;' and it lias sometimes seemed to me that the description gainsstreurtl and force as the bears roll on. iere, in England, where we have inheritedfromn our fore-fathers ail the blessing of religious toleration and civil libertv, wve canhardly understand the venomous rancour with hich se innocent and beeficial aninstitution as Freemasonry is assailed, and man' of us were at first disposed e smileat att.acks wvhich seemed childisli in their meanness, spite, and misconception. Butthe perseverance with which these attacks were repeated, and te unrelenting hostilitydisplaved, lias stimulated inquiry and caused the reasons for their enmitv t be betterunderstood. Not te go ovcr an old story, I would ask students of histor'y to note thatchatever nations are free, happy, prosperous, and law-abiding, liere tiire isconstitu-tional government and religious libertv, Freemasonry ilourishes; the most e.altedpersonages in those realms are proud to enter its ranks and avowtlîeiralîegiance to itsprinciples. On the other hand, ir continues oppressed by spiritual tyranny or civildespotism, tle light of Freemasonry is dreaded, and it is proscribed as a tling accursed.There is at tiis tSie no couetry in Europe where it is so dangerous to admit to be aFrecmason as in Spain, and wve ail know thie distressed condition of that unhappyco.untry. Italy furnishes a stronger example still, for so long as she has opposed bymeniovriment Freemasonry as punshed by imprisonment, confiscation, and banish-ment, yile directly she became frc, lodîes multiplied, and a Grand Lodge, presidedover by the kistinguisled patriot Mazzini, was established. In Rome itself, it is im-portant to know-and I pledge my personal credit to the fact, for I have taken unfail-ing means t inform myself, and it is beyond dispute-that Italian and English Free-masonrv arc absolutely identical. Ail the gossip as to the incendinry designs ofItalian Freemasons, their conspiracies against thc State, and their lawless compacts,are absolute inventions of the enemy. Doubtless, in tîmes past Italian Freemasons,smarting under the horible misgovernment of their country, endavoured to reease theprinciples taught by the Craft, but new that Italy is frce, Masonry there is precisclywlat it is here, and it vould be as sensible as truthful to brand this meeting as coin-posed of assassins and conspirators, as to believe the same charges against the illust-rious men who rule the Craft in Italy. Let us neyer foraet, whenver Freelasonyis called in question, that Italy's past and present hfstory, and tFe position of theCraft in that country then and now, furnish the most complete ansters to assailants.It is for them to prove that light, freedon, order, constitutional governent, andreligious toleration are imperilled vhen Freemasonry is allowed to pursue its waywithout suppression or interference. This makes the establishment of the GrandLodge of Rome one !of the greatest Masonic triumphs of tlhe century, and it isgratifying to find that His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales readily recognizd itsimportance, and that one of his earlest acts as Grand Master %vas to place the GrandLodgc of England in official communication with that of Italy. Brethren, by ourMasoni laws and obligations, no lodge cai flourish in any district without conservingand strengthening respect for duly constituted authority, obedience to the law, loyalty
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