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jing last week, whiclh was attended by a
-niuited nunber of the tl',r l wat
rought betore us we considered of such
rta to the trade that we thought it

to call another meeting, and let the
-bers decide vlether any steps should be
a. The secretary will read the minutes
he last meeting, and then Mr. Donaldson
uuake lhis statenent for your information.

'r. .cIlwratli (secretary) read the minutes
tie last meeting, and the advertisement
renling the p)rescnt meetmg<.
unuunicatlons from Mr. Jonathan Rich-
uM. P., an.1 .Mfr. James Hlerdman, Stra-
,re reaid, iii wat-ch these gentlemen

ed their inability to atteni ri :neting.
'r. Donaldson (who produced and ýat: on
table several samuuples of flax, both in the
w and in the scutceld state-the produce
%anada) said le Iad little to add to what
had said before. Wlhen in Belfast, last
t he found there was a great deimand for
rawy material, and that exertions were be
made to secure the cultivation of fax in
'a and other places ; and the question nat-
ly arose, could fax not be grown in Ca-
aî On lhis return to Canada he brouglt
matter before the Canadian Government,
inwerc well pleased that he had given lhis
ation to the natter here. lie visited the
ous agricultural meetings in Canada ; and
'ag gane throug various parts of the
try, he thouglt the best thing he could

oould be to bring samples of the flax both
ic straw aud in the scutched state to Bel-

They were now before the meeting, for
inspection of those present. Although the
pies were very good, they were not near
ood, le thouglit, as might be produced.
r. Patterson.-You have had sone of
.an's machines sent out.
r. Donlaldson said that immediately whsen
uent back to Canada lie had advised the
emnint to send for a nmber of Rowan's,
;mtching nuchines, and on his statement
air ellieiency. whiclh lad been proved in
cnuntry, a niimnber were ordered by the
dian Governmnent. le did not besitate
iy that the soil of Canada was vell quali-
for the cultivation of flax. It was some-
glike the soil of this country, and the ro-
a of reps followed generally similar to
t they did here. Last year about 2,000

,of lax lad beenm grown in Canada. His
eipal objects were-first, to show the mer-
ts of Belfast that in Canada Ilax could be
wu suitible to their market, and, next, to
use the flax merchants of this country to
tout sme party to give instructions in
production of fax, such as vould be suit-
. The people of Canada were now con-
Ale consumers of the manufactured arti-
ad the more flax was cultivated there
greater would be its export to this coun-

tr" and tae greater the import of the mauu-
factured article, so that it would be advan-
tageous to both.

The Cliairman said, judging from the sain-
ple le saw, there ivas little doubt that flax
could be grown, but at vhat price could it be
set down liere ? Where did the 2,000 acres
go whicl were grown last yer ?

MIr. Donaldson-It all went to the United
States, except a small parcel that carne here to
Mr. Preston.

The Chairman-What was got for the pro-
duce generally ?

Mr. Donaldson-I thinl2 about £40 a ton.
one company that has scutch milis, bought
1,500 acres out of the 2,000; but I amn sorry
to seU that by fire $10,000 worth of fax and
bui4a'.g :e been destroyed. I ia quite
satisfied we ean raise an acre )f flax or any-
thing else as casily as you can lcre. TL2 la-
bourers there are better paid for their labour.
A man who gets 4s. or 3s. 6d. a day for his
labour vill, of course, do more work than a
man who only gets Is. 6d. It takes £7 10s.
to £10 to raise an acre here, and I am quite
satisfied that it can be raised in Canada for
£4, considering the chcapness of the land.-
One of my objects is to get the mannufacturers
of Belfast and the province to send a party to
Canada to give instructions respecting the
proper mode of growing it; aud I think, if
this be done, the farners there will adopt the
growth of Ilax more readily. The Goverr.-
ment make an offer of paying the passage to
Canada and the travelling expenses of the
gentleman so sent. A son of Mr. McCrea, of
Strabane, with vhom the trade are familiar,.
offers to go for £200 a year, and this expense
would be very trifling to the merchants of
this province.

Mr. Hind-For what purpose was the flam
used in the States?

Mr. Donaldson-For canvas and cordage.
Mr. Preston, I believe, got £50 a ton for somo
of what was sent luere.

Mr. Hlind-Is there any prejudice in Cana-
da against the growth of flax?

Mfr. Donaldson-None, except it is hard to
pull.

3r. Hind-It takes ciglit wonen to pull an
acre here.

Mr. Donaldson-Four men will pull an acre
there, and it is cut as close as meadow-close
to the ground.

Mfr. Patterson-A. country that coulP pro-
duce this flax could grow flax fit for any pur-
pose.

3Mr. Donaldson-I have no hesitation in
saying that, when you are going to such ex-
pense in the cultivation of flax, if you give
any attention to Canada, you.will get a plen-
tiful supply there iii a short time. By encour-
agement you will get as much in two yearsas
you vill from other places, I believe, in five


