OI' THE BOARD OI' AGRICULTURE.

573

won buili~g.  OF this class of operations Brit-
iheocks b ave not the remotest ides.  Reasoning
gy who coutemplate the ars cogruinaria
ima philosophical poiut of view, witt not d»
gissto revolve ju their minds the he wtiful dor-
seal qu.valeats of force.— Dublin University
Mhagazine.

Teg BRaUTIFUL IN A TREE —Downing says-
“ig:ems to us_indisputable 1hat £o ore who
spreeption of the beawiful in vature, eould
wdoubt fora moment. that a fine single elm
josk, n-h a8 we may fiod in the valey of the
‘weeet ¢ t or the Genesee, which has never been
sthed by the hnife, is the most perfect stand-
Jof splvan grace, symetry, dighity and finely
“meed properiions, that it is possible t» con-
‘¢ One would no more wish to touch it with
vorax (wless to remove suvme branch that
sfikn inio decay ) than to give a n'cer curve
ibe raindow, or add freshuess to the dew drop.
ay of our readers will pive themselves up to
weudy of such tre s ag these—trees that have
+most completely developed forms that najure
ps upon the species, they are certain to
‘e at the same conclusions.’

Bruvive Birps.—The Ruby Throat is very
5 tamed, and i3 & most loving and trustful
fecrerure.  Mr. Webber bas given a most
sestin account of a number of Raby Throats
&b be cucceeded in tam'ng. Ou several oc-
Zwshe bad enticed the living meteors into
‘wom by placing vases of temp'irg flowers
e table and adriotly closing the sash as
#a they were epgaged with 1he Blowers, but
‘hed bad always lost them by their daching
the window, and striking themselves agairst
Jgle, At last, however his attempts were
swed with succese, and “thie time I suceeed-
suring an unwounded captive, which 10 my
Jpessible delight, proved to be one of the
¥y Toronted species, the most splendid and
“hitive that comes north of Florida,
tinmediately suggested itself to me that a
“wreof two pacts refined sugar with one of
‘honey, in ten of water, would make about
:Barest approach to the nectar of flowers.
il my sister ran to prepare it, T gradually
«d my hand to look at my prisoner, and eaw
By rolittle amusemnt as well as suspicion,
1t wes actually “playing poss m,” feigning
% dead most skilfally. 1t lay on my open
‘amotionless for some minutes, during which
wiched it jo breathless curiosity. I saw it
-«tdly open its bright little eyes, ond then
=d1hem slowly as it caught my eye upon it,
4when the mapufactured nectar came, and a
¥ we8 tonched upon the tap of its bill, it
~'0 ife very sudd-nly, and in & moment was
h‘,”eg%»dtih.king with eager gusto of the re-
<g draught fram a.silver teaspoon. When
-t tefused to-tuke any more,and sat perched
- the -coolest self-composure on my Soger,

and plamed itself qui e as astis'ic.ally asif on its
favorite spray. 1 wus enchatted with the bold,
innocent contidence with which it turacd up its
keen black eyes to survey us, as mueh asto gay,
“well good tolkr, who ure you ."—Rutledge's
Hlustrated Nutural History.

Naturar, Barongrex—The spider, says an
eminent naturalist, i3 aimost universahy regard-
ed with disgust and abh ne.ce ; yet, after alf,
1t is one of the most jnteresting, it vot the most
usefal, of the insect tribe. Since the days of
Rbert Brace, i+ haw Yeen el brated us o model
of perseverance, while in judustry and ing auity
it has no rival amorg inse ts. Bul the most
extraordinary fact in the natural hetory of this
nsect, is the remarkable pros n iment 1t appears
to bave of an approaching chauee in the weath
er. Barometers, at brat, only fo.etcll the state
of the weather with certamty for about twenty-
four hours, and they are very frc quently fallible
guides particelarly when they po ot to settled
Jair. But we may be sure thet the weuther
will be fine twelve or fourteen duys, when the
spider makes the principal thieaus of 1ts web
very lovg. This juseet, wbich is one of the
moet econom’cal anima's, dues not commence a
work rtquirieg such a great leugth of threads,
which it draws out of its hody, uuless the state
of the atmosphere indicates with cer winty thut
this great expendiiure will not be made in vain.
Let the weather be ever so bad, we nay con-
clude with certainty thav it willsoon chonge to be
settled fuir when we see the spider repair the
dmages which big web has received. It i3 ob-
vious how important this iufallibe indicaticn of
the state of the weather must be in wany jnstap-
ceg, particularly to the agriculturist.

---

Ocean Splendours.

When the sea is periectly clear and transpar-
ent, it allows the,eye to distinguish ohjects at a
very great depth. Near Mindory, in the Indiaa
Oceap, the spotted corals are plainly visible ua-
der twenty-five fathoms of water. The ergstal-
line clearness of the Caribbeusn sea escited the
admiration of Columbug, whe, o the pursuit of
his great discoverics, ever retaned ae open eye
for the beauties of patur. “In pas<ing over
these splendid adoroed grounds,” ssys Schopt,
where marine li'e shows 1trelf in an cudless var-
iety of forms, the boat, suspended over the pur-
est crystal, stems to float in the air,so thata
person unaccusromed to the scene.casil, becomeg
giddy. On the clear sardy bottom appear
thousands of sea stars, sea urchins, mokuscs, snd
fishes of a brilliancy of colour unknosa in oar
temperate years. Burnisg red, intevse blue,
lively green, and golden yellow perpetually vary
The spectator fluats over groves «f sea plants,
gorgonias, corals, alcyoniams, flabellunis, and



