318

AGRICULTURIST, AND JOURNAL

guano.  Lime and salt will prove equally bene-
ficial, but this decssing is more expensive, while
the ime and salt reqnire to be mixed for some
weeks previous ro application to the land.”

Excesstve Cueasniags —[iven  cleaulivess
can be exaggerated, as w the ¢ wge of the Phari-
sees, and L late D ko of Q weensherry, who
wouid wush in nothing bat milk. Qar own
Queen uses distilied water ouly for her toilet;
but this is not a case in poiut, si.ce it 13 for the
sake o " bealth, Incliese, with her. A 31d case
howeve:, wa« that of the lovely princess Alex-
andrina of Bvaria, who died mad from over-
c¢leaahinzss. [t bezan by exteem: s:rupalous-
ness. At dinner hour <he wouid mioutely ex-
amioe her plat:, sud if she saw the sligitest
speck on it she would sand for anot.er, She
would then tuen the naphia roand a.d roucd to
exam;n: evscy corn r, anl olien rise from the
table, becsu e she +hoaght she wu3 not served
proper.y in tuis respest. At last it beeime a
monomaaia, till 01 plates, napkiag, dishes, table-
cloth, aud evcrything els-, she believed she saw
nothiog but dirt. L. weighed oo her mind, po.r
thing ; she could not be ¢l an envugh, aud it
drove her 10 iusanity.—English Hund Book of
LBtiquette.

Graciers —Among the most remarkable ob
jecis ou the surface of cur earth are the great
rivers of ice that are forever slowly crecping
down the valleys of the Alps. The globe on
which we live is sweeping through a region
of intense cold, the warmth which 18 essentizl to

anmal life exrending at farthest bus afew miles
from its surface. The rays of the sun, which
produce the heats of summer, pour through the
cold spice above without leaving in it avy traces
of their power, The water which is evaporated
from the ocean and rivers, as it floats upward
into the cold regiony, is there c.ondeased, and,
falling wpon the summits of the mountains,
covers them with deep layers of perpetnal snow.
As the suow a-cumulates in vast masses in the
valleys which furrow uhe steep s:des of the moun-
taius, it is pressed downward by its own weight
along the valley, and when it rescnes the boun-
dary of perpetnal frost, 1t is converied into clear
golid ice. From what we know of the proper-
ties of ice we should smppose that a mass of it
hundreds of feet in thickoess, wedged in between
the rocky and rageed sides of a crooked valley,
would remain immoveably fized in its position;
but careful end repested experiments show that
thig is not the case. Profcssor Forbe = n Edin-

bargh, by placing rows of stakesacro: J} glacier
and observing toem ~rxrefiily w' Lo .iolite,
ascertained that ths wnole mass w -oving
slowly and steadily downward, at- th. e ofa

few ioches only in 24 hours,

Within a few years glaciers have been
thoronghly investigated by Agassiz, Forbes,
Tyndall aud many others, and handreds of ob-

‘servations of their motions and phenomang by,

been m de with goitable isstruments Ji:
vund thatthe motion is more ravid in the g
dl than at the sides, at the snrface thanat ¢
hottom, in the sumuier than in the win.ermy
like rivers of water, glaciers move tle g
rapidly in the steepest part of their course,p
motion becoming very slow indeed where the
spreads out to fill a broad part of the vl
When the earth falls d wn from the eides of
vallry upon the edges of the glucicr, it ng
there, forming long lines or walis, whichy
called moraines. When two streams of i
unite, the mor.ines upon the conti.uuus edy
come into the middle of the cumbined strear
ard thus the glacier in thelower part of itscour
becomes marked with rows of earthy may
and broken rocks extendiog lengthwisy slongi
surface. When separate mas-es of rock i
duwa from the sides of the valley and rest ap:
the ice, they protect the ice direc ly barey
them from the action of the sun's r.ys end-
the surface around is melted away, theerd
reuain lifted up in short pillars, presentig
very singular appearacce. Isolated mase
gravel als0 protect the ice from m.ltn,z
when that around melts away, the mass fallsi:
a cogical form, and thus the glacier becor
dotted with cones of gravel the hearts of ut
are of ice.

Asg the glacier moves down the mountainit
the warm regions, it is melted on the sufa *
and thus its vertical depth diwinishes ati
lower portion, though it geverally termint
abraptly with an end of considerable thicke,
a stream of water usually flowing out of ade™
cave in the end. In summer this end me!
more rapidly thao the glacier moves down,a
the termisus retreats up the valley; bt
winter the head of the froz2n monster is puk
downward along the valley, piowiog upt

round, tearing trees from the earth, and i
times cruching in the walls of houses. .

The Himilayas and other mountains wi
rise into the regions of perpetual frest prodr
glaciers, as well as the Alps, Near tl}e B
the gluciers are sometimes pu-hed quite iutot -
ses, when their euds break off and floats®
forming the icebergs, which are occaont
encountered on the yoyage from this counlry
Europe.—Scientific American.
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