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6 SUMMER RAMBLES.

diversified by islands, richly wooded, and of

"every variety of form. The bateaux of the Ca-

nadians, or the eanoes of the Indians, were per-
petually seen gliding among these ;vinding chan-
nels, or shooting across the river from side to -
side, as if playing at hide-and-seek among the
leafy recesses. Now and then a beautiful
schooner, with white sails relieved against the
green masses of foliage, passed us, gracefully
curtseying and sidling along. Innumerable
flocks of wild fowl were disporting among the
reedy ‘islets, and here and there the great black
loon was seen diving and dipping, or skimming
over the waters. As usual, the British coast is
here the most beadtiful and fertile, and the Ame-
rican coast the best settled and cleared. Along
the former I see a few isolated log-shanties,
and groups of Indian lodges; along the latter,
several extensive clearings, and some hamlets
and rising villages. The facility afforded by
the American steam-boats for the transport of
goods and sale of produce, &c., is one reason of
this. There is a boat, for instance, which leaves
Detroit every morning for Fort Gratiot, stop-




