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CANAQA, A TYPICAL RAC];/ 015: AMERICAN ABORIGlNES Bt

7 form is not only characterrstrd of the Hnron-lroqums stook but it 13 prevalent in others-, I
of the northern tribes. Recognumg a/correspondence, in %his and’ other respects, betweén . . N
- the Algonkms -ant} Iroquors, who l‘oug divided between themthe area of Upper and Lower - e
- Canada and the’ adjacent western ternfory, DY. Latham remarks: “The Iroquois.and -
o .Algonkms exhibit in the most typn,al form the charactenstrcs of the North' Amencan .
" Indians as’ exhrbrted in the ‘earliest descnptrons, and are the two famlh,es upon - whlch
the current nohons Tespecting the physlog:nomy, habits, and moral and mfellectual powers' -
-of the so-called Red Race' are chiefly founded " Of the former, Mr. Parkman who has"’} o
- studied then' later hrsto,ry “with the. minutest care,- says “In thig remarkable family of
-+ . tribes oocur the' fallest. developments of Indran character, and" the most conspicupus -
SR ‘.examples of Indian mtelhgence If ‘the hxgher traits popular'ly ascnbed to-the race are
RE not to be found here, they ate to be fonnd nowhere S R x

e . . ..

- The Iroqums were an. rmportant branch of the great stock whrch mcluded also the, IR
o Hurons or Wyandots, the native historical race of Canads. But divided as the two were =
- ,thmughont the whole period. of French Canadian hrstory by the bitterest antagomsm, itis -
 convenient to speak of them under the compound term of - Huron-Iroquors and to the -
_ " special. hlstory of this mdrtrenou& stock, with the more general: suggestions prompted byh '
_ their peculiar chamcterxstrcs as a typical race of Amerrca.n bon«nnes, ‘attention is here = "
. ',chleﬁy directed. In doinig so it is desrrable not only fo note t e physical geography of the
' 'eonntry which’ they occupied; as.a reglon of forest and lakes; but, still more; to keep in" -

view this fact as a predominant cha.ractenstlc of the contment and.as one 1mportant faetor

in the evolution of whatever may seem to be. pecnllar in the aborigines of North America. L
© . The eﬁ'ects resulting from the physrcal feattires of a country, ‘on the development and
‘aggregation, or interblending, of its races can nowhere be wisely overlooked Even with-

in the narrow hmrts of the Bntlsh Isla.nds the influences of mountam and lowlands, of

.+ the fertile stretches of Kent and the valley of the Thames, the fens -of meolnshu'e, the
" moorlands of Northumbria, and the Welsh and Scottish Highlands, have largely contributed

to the endnra.nce, if not in some degree.to the development of ethnical’ distinctions ; as

_ they have undoubtedly been the chief source, not only of the perpetuatron, but of the
o mnltrplrcatron of diversities in la.nguage .
- In this respect Britain-is- an epitome of Europe, wrth 1ts great mountam Tanges, and -
,detached pemnsulas, by means of which races have been isolated Wlthlll well-defined .
. areas, and their la.ntruages and other distinctive pecuhantles preserved. Russia alone, of

4]l European countries, presents analogles to- Central Asia as a.region favourable to

nomadrc life; and i in so far as its hlstory differs from that of the continent at larrre, it
accords with sach physxcal conditiens. Throughont the whole hrstonc period, as-doubt-
- less in prehistoric times, the great chain of mountains reaching from the western spur

of the: Pyre’neos to the Balkans has influenced European progress; while the chief navi-
gable rivér, the Danube; traversing the continent through one uniform temperate zone,

has tended still further to the perpetuation of certain distinctive ethnical characteristics in _ .

central and southem Europe In all its most 1mportant geographxcal features, the
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