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Victoria City and the Island of Vancouvert- !1
Q Sto*7 Told, for First Time x>f How Cable Menage to -f a&Stt!S££S&«£

vS285ffij!USEyVfl2 Gov. Seymour Leaked, With Momentous Con- »ZÏ&b™£i1î£a3Stl
aStetSSrSp sequences-Whaling on West Coast J \LSS?%&sr»£rJSi'
emment of this province from rr" ____________ ^ within range requires considerable skill on (hr 1
New Westminster to Victoria. XV.—r — ,0 Cl —1,1 J J part of those handling the vessel, for the whale
The editor has been handed the , * ‘ ■ t may become alarmed at too much commotion

following letter bearing on this itiatter: of a girth extraordinary, and a thickness, meas- stone quality, and marble is known to exist, the worker every opportunity which leads to T* as lhc vibration the propeller causes as
Sir,—Among the excerpts from the Colon- unng six feet is no curiosity at all. When the Coal indications have been found ; also mineral success. ckurns *e water, and be the cause of a long

ist of forty years ago, I see that you include a timber is cleared away there will be left a fine deposits, but the granite-faced rocks tell noth-   ____ chase- , Cautiously, then, the whaler is man-
reference to the action of the Imperial govëm- farm-land soil of red loam 18 inches in depth, ing as yet of what lies in the heart of the hills. WHALING IN NEAR-BY WATERS oeuvred within striking distance. It. is largely
ment m transferring the seat of government tinder which gravel and sand is found, this be- Leonard Frank, a mining man of the day, ____ a ma“er of guesswork to get this distance
from New Westminster, on the Mainland, to mg what gives the fine fruit growth which ev- who has spent his time & travelling over the When the sea is tossing hills-high, the at the right moment, for the whale
Victoria, on the Island. Thecolony ofBntish crywhere abounds. Alberni seems to grow island, is the possessor of a magnificent col- white-iashed spume flying from the wave does not necessarily move in a straight hue
Columbia and Vanrouver Island, previously every fruit. mentionabte. I saw grape vines lection of views. Mr. Frank showed me some crests efore the driving gale, the man behind Por has i* any fixed time between blowing per-
separate political settlements, with two gover- which produced a high grade quality of blue pictures taken from the granite walls of Sproat the pe goes forth to kill the whale. Then the lc?ds- Fbis uncertainty is about the only ex-

Mi |*BI SBil ÜüÉticolonies, with the capital at New Westminster, fruit-bearing tree in hjs farm garden. The attacking each other. The Indians in the dis- man behind the harpoon-gun. For him, such Swedish iron, is burled against the quarry As
mainf^nf«î *Jarsh gT®uads ofthe! district are over done by trict have known nothing of the origin of these conditions arc far‘from being ideal. Strenuous the, harpoon speeds on its way, the “foregoer ’

thp ; îhe T d ClirrantTbush’and the *”d outlined carvings, but they attach a supersti- action enough awaits the vessel and her crew uncoils from the bow directly beneath the
tnria PThfà flnest cranberry I ever saw grows in abund- tious awe to the same and paddling by the on an even sea; and while romance is ever muzzle of the gun. This is the rope fastened
Gowrnor^^vmour^and'hfa “r • a m# At , . places so decorated they retrain from speech there in plenty! it is hardly observed; for immediately to* the harpoon. It is-made of

’ Main lamved March 2 andfoundthe. farmers and make soundless passage with muffled whaling in the Northwest Pacific is conducted the very finest Russian hemp, is light, very
Manv^duDatche^DaMed between^the^overaor fÆ? plou^hin^ The rainfJa" ** Paddies on a business basis ; the man who fires the gun -flexible ^nd withal able to stand an fnonX
and the ^^authorities at DownTn^^street^Itwas d * ^ hed average and 15 con{med to At the mc of writing Alberni is on the ris- is part of a achine and probably seestiio more shram,

understood that Governor Seymour urged the 
case for New Westminster with much 
and ability and that for many months after he 
had been informed that the Imperial govern­
ment desired the selection of Victoria, he hesi­
tated to issue the proclamation and continued 
to press New Westminster's claim.

In the meantime, those who advocated Vic­
toria’s claims were not idle. They were head­
ed by Hon. Dr. Helmcken, to whose admirable 
handling of the matter, more than to any other 
influence, may be attributed the final result.
The Colonist, as you have shown, did good ser­
vice ip the cause ; but I have always conceded 
that without Dr. Helmcken’s active support, 
excellent judgment and good management, the 
Capital vjould have remaiqecLen the Mainland 
and Victoria's political career would have beerf 
closed, f ... ?• * £ , î

Of course there were many rumors afloat 
as to the action, or rather inaction of the gov­
ernor- Several months before the question was 
finally disposed of the, colonial secretary had 
stated to a deputation tfiat be had,intimated .to 
Governor Seymour tha* it was thederire of-the 
Imperial government ,to have Victoria declared 
the Capital and that several dispatcher had 
passed between the two governments on the 
subject, v'

The agitation, locally, was, continued with 
warmth and considerable ability on both sides, 
but nothing definite could be learned as ,to the . 
nature of the instructions that had reached the 
governor until one day the information leaked 
put in a rather extraordinary manner." There 
was, at the time, a telegraph office maintained 
op San Juan Island, which was then in the 
joint occupation of Great Britain and the Ünit- 
pd States. , The operator in charge was a young
man named D------(long since dead). Into his
office one day, there lounged a soldier of the
American garrison, who, unknown to D------,
had acted as operator during the war between 
the North and South.^ This fnan< being an “ear 
operator,” heard a dispatch in its progress 
through the San Jttan office. It‘was from the 
Colonial Secretary and was addressed to Gov- 

Seyrtiour. It peremptorily comntanded 
Mr. Seymour to proclaim Victoria the Capital 
and prepare to remove the establishment to this 
place.

Two months later this soldier visited Vic­
toria, and finding the Capital agitation still 
progressing, told what he had heard in the San 
Juan telegraph office. His information was 
giVën wings by the Colonist, and in a few days 

• Governor Seymour discontinued his opposition 
and Victoria became the capital.

À diligent but'vain inquiry was made as to 
how the contents of the dispatch became 
known ; and this is the first time that the story 
has ever been told.

The markmanship is good, rarely is there 
miss, and the whale starts wildly as the iron 

penetrates its body. Never has it felt anything 
so terrible as this thing; for it is not of its 
element, a thing to be combatted and perhaps 
overcome. It is a ©ne-sided battle, the result 
inevitable. Against it* however, the whale 
sometimes puts up a terrific struggle. With 
the bomb exploded, the irons of the harpoon 
spread and hooked securely, it often takes 
hours to see the finish. An illustration of the 
gigantic strength, of the wonderful vitality of 
the whale, I had from one of the whaling cap­
tains. Fairly struck, an eighty-foot sulphur 
bottom kept him and his vessel busy for fully 
six hours. At first it tried every possible way 

brqak the stout cable,, as even à trout, will 
strivq to break a fishing-lino. It would 
“s$und”t then it would comg to the surface, 
breaching Its full length into the air. Tired 
of this at length, it started to swim away with 
the vessel. At the rate of six miles an hour,

full four hours. ? 3
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~ When the unequal battie has ceased,•■the 
whale is winched' alongside; and if there'are 
other whales aboiit, an air-pipe is inserted 
through the mass of blubber and the body in­
flated. It is then marked with a flag and cast 
adrift. Aftrwards it is picked up and towed 
to the station. There it is hauled out on to 
the slip, and the work of cutting up is com­
menced. A score or more of Chinese, Japan­
ese and Indians with great sharp knives swarm 
around the carcass. Some of them work on 
the sides, some climb on top. From head to 
tail the blubber is slit into five-foot widths. 
At the end of these sections of fat a hook is 
then fastened. This hook is attached to a wire 
cable leading to a winch. The cable tightens, 
and with a. peculiar crackling sound the great 
strips of fat are torn from the body. This is 
called “flensing.” The strips are then £ut up 
into little square blocks and sent in carriers to 
the trying-out vats. Some of these pieces, by 
the way, never see that part of the whaling 
establishment. At the close of the day’s work, 
more than one Indian may be observed making 
for his hut carrying a piece of blubber. To 
him, whale meat is the most palatable of all 
food.

ernor

Oil, of course, is the chief product of the 
whale, one specimen yielding as much as 
ninety barrels. At twenty-two dollars a bar­
rel, such a whale in oil alcjne is worth nineteen 
hundred and eighty dollars. Besides the oil, 
there are anywhere from three hundred to 
three thousand pounds of whalebone in the 

I .. **..*- mouth of each whale; This Is worth any­
th© winter .months—if ydu can call It winter at ing tide of prosperity. Americans havp secur- than, his “lay” during the misrhtv struevle whcre in *he neighborhood of four hundred 
all. All day long a beautiful sunshine filters ed certain timber and milling privileges along which takes place on the fishing ground after dol!ars a totl- For the whale meat. of which
down frbm a cloudless sky, and Mpunt Arrow- the water front, and a quarter-of-a-milllon of the whale has been struck thcre" arc somc ten tons> the whaling people

VISITOR’S VIEWS OP ALBERNI ^«= located
In an article descriotive of a vùit to Ai About 6 p‘.m.’thç -air suddenly copls, . Mid tile fancy compared to what the end promises. I AW£SLC°?Stn°f Yan£ouv«r Island; °ne the natives of Nippon being particularly fond

berni Mary Markwell writes in the Manît^hâ mghtS af6 beautlfuily calm and sleep-coaxing, have statistics before me concerning the prom- Sechart, Barclay Sound, the other at of it. In that county the tails are also sold,
Free Pressas follows Setting aride the na Alberni district possësses some splendid ises of a great tomorrow but I pass these over C k’ SyuqUOt' whllfc whaling the price averaging about fifty dollars per ton.
tarai beauties of Alberni town5 for Iakes : sProat lake« Great Central lake. Cam- to deal with what the actual cost of living is h m re5*ntly commenced at a third Then there are some four tons of guano, made
glance over the historical oage’ of the diRtlvt eron lake- which excels even Lakç -Lucerne in at the present day in the interior of Vancou- , f/*?' nea.r Nanaimoi on the Gulf of Georgia, from the contents of the stomach and all refuse
wWh f the. dlstf,ct> wild beauty. • Ver Island. All three stations are controlled by the Pacific piecesofflsh.whichbringsaboutforty dol-
Î7œhw7M lekad ur to dLcoveries Game abounds The lakes I passed were Supposing a man wanted to begin life in Whaling Company of Victoria. On account of lars a ton. The large bones also -make a
th^wMlth oLthMe^arfs^rglrwav'anH^a^^ black with duckS and “4avies” andïrouse are the Albërni district, what would his actual ex- the wild storms which ravage the ocean coast splendid fertilizer, which does not, however,

company, as early as i860 established sawmills make big Mme, and black^tailed deer haunt the cultivation in fruit, and allow-for his own la- and Kvuauot for the winter months nnpratimr S
at Alberni and regular trips of the qompany’s hillside- Fishing is easy in this quiet retreat borL?tc' , .' , * ,. the inside station only The most comnlete in Of all the whale kind, the bowhead is said
ships were made, spars, masts and lumber be- where few white men have as yet th/own the First the cost of 8ay> twenty-five acres : the w6rld thesc lay‘ts afe located n^ar the to be the most valuable, for.bone and oil to
ing shipped to all parts. In 1886 the mills clos- lln« to water- Three pound trout are not un- 25 acres at $iooper acr©;.............................$2 principal haunts of the whale—the banks where .the valuc ^ twentÿ thousand dollars have
ed down and it was just about this time the usual, and leaving aside the salmon, you get Fencing the same ....................................... the small fish swarm been taken from a single specimen. Second
people of the island began to see the value oi smelts of a flavor beyond-all comparison: Preparing the lgnd, lqBb'r, etc;.,.............. T - . ‘ in importance comes the right whale, valued
their own possessions, I may add a big business will shortly be Fnlit trees, 500, at 25 cents each........ .. _ In connection with each station, the object at something like ten thousand dollars in bone

Alberni district is 25 miles by < miles in <)p.ened up in shipping fish (by refrigerator Freight, cartage .... .i.  .................... of most interest re the little steam essel htiilt and oil ; while the sperm whale comes third.
length, and has as fine a waterfront as Fort cars) between Alberni and the coast towns. • ------- especially for the whaling game. O a hundred From its head alone, which seems to be fully
William. I have a fine photograph of an island har- Total.. .. , ; $2000 and *°n® burthen only, all too small they one-third the length of the animal, as many as

The E. & N. Ry. Ccn, is at present building 6<Sr taken when the herring came in to spawn. This land =t th©'nrir„ mmterl is wh. ti.^ appear ; yet they are stouyy built, steel-ribbed sixty barrels of’ pure oil have been secured, 
a direct line from Wellington to Alberni, and a Thc picture shows millions of sea-gulls hover- within Immediate reach oAhinni’rJ nnints^ d cud p ate.^ w.uh Powerful engines to drive These three varieties were the principal ones
connecting link (between Nanaimo and Van- ing in the air and settling on the water, pre- to be hacTtodav in what will ^w/he tn’Jn the™: rj^ld]y thr°“8h lhe water. When the hunted through the romantic years of thc
couver) with the mainland is by cat-ferry, vious to, or after, gorging themselves on fish nrooertv tomorrow- and 3W” wcather is favorable^the boat leaves her berth hand-harpoon, and are .somewhat scarce today ;
This railway, some 90 miles in length, passes The gulls eat until they are in a state of Lens the fruit erower has hk mi^ statl°u wharf about two hours before but with modern appliances, the commoner 
over the finest timber sections in all British drunken torpor, and lie heavily on the water hfs local^^market!tï o?cti«dTiS to prCSS sh= 18 varieties, such as thè sulphur bottom, finback
Columbia !» forest as dense and as virgin as it until their digestion improves ! The photo- be hïd^ tSw ' J*lc,- « °? th® kll^g grounds just when and humpback, have, become of great commcr- 
was hundreds of years ago. The right-of-way graph looks like a snow storm and is most Alberni l'as othL-t noints in tbe light begins to get strong. It is then that cial value. At the Vancouver Island stations
is through Do glas firs towering at times 300 unique of its kind. I&\ J Tl important personage on the little the latter varieties are principally taken, where

, feet in the.air white pine and hemlock in en- The Alberni valley is the draining yard of ddin? a Luh?v and mnk bus Lss ** "w ov^r.looka his, harpoon-gun, invented by off Sechart alone as many as nine have beei, ^mous quantities, with th^far-famed tedars the Behufbrt tnountafns. The rock if $ lihig i^STthToM-tiS? d^asrMa^e^ T*
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Courtesy oi Misa BmUy Woods.
7 A RARE PHOTOGRAPHIC VIEW OF THE GORGE, VICTORIA ARM

There are comparatively few people living at the present day who rertiember the.Gorge when it presented the appearance portrayed in the above ohotoeraoh. A
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