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has ever been told.

AST Sunday, on this page, there
was reproduced from the files of
the Colonist of 1868‘a report of

\ the historic proceedings in the
Legislature which résulted id the
transference of the seat of gov-
ernment of this province from

- New Westminster to  Victoria.

The editor has been handed the -

following letter bearing on this miatter;
Sir,~Among the excerpts from the Colon-
ist of forty years ago, I see that you include a
reference to the action of the Imperial govérn-
ment in transferring the seat of government
“from New Westminster, on the Mainland, to
_ Victoria, on the Island. = The coleny of British
“Columbia and Vancouver = Island, previously
‘separate political settlements, with two gover-

nors and two civil lists, were united * by Tm--

perial proclamation about 1867, with ome gov-
“ernor and ode civil list. Governor Seymour,
wha had been governor of British Columbia be-
fore union, remained governor of the united
colonies, with the capital at New Westminster.
An agitation was immediately begun at
‘Vigtoria and in the interior of the mainland for

the removal of the seat of government to Vie-*

toria. ' This agitation was stoutly resisted by
Governor Seymour and his ministers, who were
backed by the people of the Lower Mainland.
Many dispatches passed between the governor
and the authorities at Downing street. It was
undeérstood that Governor Seymour urged  the
case for New Westminster with much force
and abjlity and that for many months aiter he
had been informed that the Imperial govern-

" . ment desired the selection of Victeria, he hesi-

tated to issue the'proclamation and continued
ta press New Westminster's claim. ;
In the meantime, those who advocated Vic-
toria’s claims were not idle,” They were head-
ed by Hon. Dr. Helmcken, to whose admirable
handling of the matter, more than to any other
influence, may be attributed the final result,
The Colonist, as you have shown, did goed ser-
vige in the cause; but I have always conceded
* that without Dr. 'Helifn'c'lien’s " active support,
excellent judgment and good management, the

Capital would have femained.on the Mainland -

and Victoria's politi§a1 career'would have beer
closed® & 7. A T
 Of course there were many rumers afloat
as to the action, or rather inaction of the gov-
* ergor. - Several months before the question was
finally disposed of the g’loww- sgeretary  had
~stated to a deputation that he had.intimated to
Governor Seymour that:it was the desire of the
Imperial government 10 have Vigtoria declired
the Capital and that -several _dispatches: had
‘'passed between the two goveraments 'on_ the

he agitation, locally, was. continued with

“ warmth and considerable ability on both sides,

| grow to perfec

‘Story Told for First Time of How

Cable Message to -

. Gov. Seymour “Leaked,” With Momentous Con-
' - sequences—Whaling on West Coast |

of a girth extraordinary, and a thickness meas-
uring six feet is no curiosity at all. . When the
timber is cleared away there will be 1éft 3 fine
farm-land soil of red loam 18 inches in depth,
tinder which gravel and sand is found, this be-
ing what gives the fine fruit growth which ev-

‘erywhere abounds.  Alberni séems to grow

every fruit mentionable. T saw  grape vines
which produced 4 High grade quality of blue
grspe,;.mﬁ'niring in  October ecarly. ~ Apples
g ion; plums and cherries ripén
‘and rot'on their branches, and overplus in sup-
ply, and one gentléman who sowed peach
stonés (as an ‘experiment) possesses ‘a fine
fruit-bearing tree in his farm garden. The
marsh grounds of the district are over done by
the wild currant bush, and the largest and
finest cranberry 1 ever saw grows in abund-
ance.

I arrived March 2, and found the. farmers
had done the spring ploughing.  The rainfall is
placed at 6o inches average and is confined to

but nothing defidite could be learned as to the -

“hature of the instructions that had reached the
~governor until one day the information fe
Qut in a rather extragrdinary manner..' There
was, at the-time, 2 texgmph office maintained
on San' Juan Island, which was. then  in. the
oint occupation of Great Britain and the Unit-
d States, The operator in charge was a young
‘man riamed D (long since'dead). 1Into his
office one day there lounged a soldier of the
American garrison, who, unknown to D—,
. had acted as operator during the war between

the North and Séuth. This man, being an “ear.

operator,” heard a dispatch in its progress
through the San Juan office. It'was from the
" Colonial Secretary and was addressed to Gov-
ernor Seymour. It peremptorily commanded
Mr. Seymour to proclaim Victoria the Capital
a:;d prepare to remove the establishment to this
" place. s ete
“+ Twa months later this soldier visited Vic-
toria, and finding the Capital agitation™ still
. progressing, told what he had heard in the San
?u,a’nteiegra h oifice. His information was
given wings by the Colonist, and in a.few days
: Governor Seymour discontinued his opposition
.and Victoria became the capital. -
A diligent but vain inquiry was made as to
how the contents of the dispatch became
known; and this is the first time that the story

_ D. W.HIGGINS; .
VISITOR'S VIEWS OF ALBERNI

In an article 'dg's'crip_ti'\}e of a wisit to Al

berni, Mary Markwell writes in the Manitoba
Free Press as follows: Setting aside the -na-
tural beauties of Alberni town, gor towns), a
glance over the historical page of - the district,
which was known to the outer world since
1790, will lead ug to discoveries showing that
the wealth of these parts, highway and water-
way, is no new thing. The F ; ,
company, as early as 1860 established sawmills
at Alberni and regular trips of the company’s
ships were made, spars, masts and lumber be-

ing shipped to all parts. In 1886 the mills ¢los-

‘ed down and it was just about. ‘this time. the
people of the island began to see the value of
their own possessions,” SR, R
" “Alberni district is 25 miles by § miles in

length, and has as fine a waterfront as Fort
William. - bR L

The E. & N. Ry. Co is at present building
a direct line from Wellington to Alberni, and a
‘connecting link (between Nanaimo and Van-
couver) with the  mainland is by car-ferry,
This railway, some 96 miles in length, passes
over the finest timber sections in all BYitish

- Columbiaja forest as denise and as virgin as it

was hundreds of years ago.. The right-of-way
is through Douglas firs towering at :
feet in the.air; white pine and hemlock in en-
ormous quantities, with the far-famed  tedars

act is, an English

.\'1es 3@

Bl %, A RARE PHOTOGRAPHIC VIEW-OF THE GORGE; VICTORIA ARM
There are comparatively few people living at the present day who remeniber the Giorge when it presented thea
couple of ‘logs}\’yiﬂ be:seen spanling the waters,-and, until the early sixties, -nothlnzzwmore pretentious in th

- cellent trout fishing was to be had gom the share line at this point, and it was-the popular reqdezvous‘of al} the disciples of 1zaak Walton.

the win.téf.xﬁohthwif you can caﬁ it winter at
all. . All [day long a-beantiful ‘sunshine filters

down from a cloudless sky, and Mount Arrow-

smith, 6,000 feet "high, shines through vaprous
mists that gather. about - its ‘snowy ' crown.
About 6 p.m,-the -ajr siiddenly cools, and the
nights afe beautifully calm and sleep-coaxing.

Albérni district  possésses  some splendid
tdkes: Sproat lake, Great Central lake, Cam-
eron lake, which excels even Lake Lucerne in

-wild beauty.

Game abounds. The lakes I passed: were
black with ducks and “wavies” and grouse are
plentiful. The wapiti, bear, wolf and panther
make big:game, and black tailed deer haunt the
hillside. Fishing 1 easy’in this quiet retreat

where few white men have as yet thrown the -

line to water. Three pound trout are not un-
usual; and leaving aside the salmon, you get
smelts ‘of a flavor beyond all comparisoh.

* T'may add a big business will .'shortly:be
opened up in shipping fish - (by.. refrigerator
cars) Between Alberni and the coast towns.

_ “¥have a fine photograph of ‘an island har-
Bor taken when the herring came in to spawn.
The picture shows millions of sea-gulls-hover-
ing inlthe-air and settfing on the water, pre-
vious to, or after, gorging themselves on fish.
The nﬁﬂls eat-until they ‘are in a state of
drunken ‘torpor, and lie heavily on  the water
until their digestion, improves! ~ The ' photo-
graphi Tooks like a snow stornt ‘and 'is most
uniqué of its kind. = TR

The Atberni valley is the draining yard of

the Beaufort tmountains. “Thé tock is of likes

stone quality, and marble is known to ' exist.
Coal indications have been foynd; also mineral
deposits, but the granite-faced rocks tell noth-
ing as yet of what lies'in the heart of the hills.

Leonard Frank, a mi:;g]g man of the day,
.who has spent his time

travelling over the
island, is the possessor of a magnificent col-
lection. of views. Mr. Frank showed me some
pictures taken from the granite walls. of Sproat
lake and Great Central lakes, showing carvings
of a rude kind made-thousands of years ago by
some pre-historic roamer of the wilds. The
carvings are of giant size and represent land
and sea animals, apparently in pursuit of, of
attacking each other. The Indians in the dis-
trict have known nothing of the origin of these
outlined carvings, but they attach a supersti-
tious awe to the same and = paddling by, the
places so decorated they refrain from speech
and make a‘soundless passage with muifled
paddles. Rl ' 3

At the time of writing Alberniis on the ris-

R
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ing tide of prosperi'g)f: Amcx_-i-ca,usi haqu ée_cur-
ed certain timber ‘and milling privileges along
the water front; and a quarter-of-a-million of

- dollars is.already moving in circulation, while

the beginning of this movement is only in. in-
fancy compared to what the end promises. . I
have statistics before me concerning the prom-
ises of a-great tomorrow but I pass these over

o deal with what the actual cost , of living: is

at the present day in the interior of Vancou-
ver Island, 3 ' S

.

Supposing a man ‘wanted to bégﬁh« “life in

‘the Alberni district, what would his actual ex-

penses be in securing his land, preparing it for
cultivation in fruit, and-allow- for his own la-
bOf,, ..,et.c'- ) Ll a = " B e

" First the cost of 8ay, twenty-five acres: . .

25 acres at $100 per acre it iia vars 2o $2500.

Pencing the:same . i vavovoiavid 200
Preparing the land, labor, ete....... ..., 150
Frdit trees, 500, at 25 cents'each...i.... 12%
Bresght, cartwe .y i iuo vl Ll i 15

el SR e on e N B e ey T

- This land, at the price quoted, is to'be had
within immediate reach of sh’xppi_n%. points ; is
to be had today in what will” likely be town
property tomorrow; -and- once the railway
opens the fruit grower has his onteras well as

s local market. Thére ate orchard farms.to
be had standing and in workifig' order within
Albertii (as other) points in distributiye . cen-
tres; and I-have no hesitation in saying - that
adding'a poultry and milk business to this or-
chard proposition, Vancouver Island offers’ to

P

the worker every opportunéf;{ which leads to
sSuccess.

e Priimiceiinss
WHALING IN NEAR-BY WATERS
When the sea is tossing. hills-high, the
white-lashed spume _flying ~from  the wave
crests before the driving gale, the man behind
the pen goes forth to kill the whale. ‘Then. the

~conditions are ideal for him; for the death of

the ocean leviathan, to his mind, should e
accompanied with strenuous action on the part
of the elements, Above 2ll. things, romance
must Tun through his stdry.. Not so with the
man behind ‘the harpoon-gun. For him, such

“conditions are far'from being ideal,  Strenuous

action enough awaits the vessel and her crew
on an even sea; and while romance is. ever
there in plenty, it is “hardly observed; for
whaling in the Northwest Pacific is conducted
on 2 business basis; the man who fires the gun
is part of a maching and probably sees*no more

 Courtesy of Miss Emily Woolds,

ppearance. portrayed in.the above photograph. ‘A.
e way of a bridge )\Ivas attempted, i e

At this period ex--

than his “lay” .&uﬁng} ‘the .nﬁghﬁé;_su“g{e
which takes place on-the fishing grounds after
the whale has been' struck, bl b

3

Two modern Wwhaling stations are located
on the west coast of Vancouver Island; one
being at Sechart, Barclay Sound, the other at
Narrow Cut Creek, Kyuquot, while. whaling
operations have recently commenced at a third

station near Nanaimo, on the Gulf of Georgia. .

All three stations are controlled by the Pacific
Whaling Company of Victoria. On aceount of
the wild storms which ravage the ocean coast
of Vanecouver Island, the whaling people have
dec¢ided to close down the stations at Sechart
and. Kyuquot for the winter months, operating
the inside stafion only. ‘The most complete in
the world, these plants are located near the
principal haunts of the whale--~the banks where

the small fish swarm. . e .
-+ In connection with each station, the object

. of ‘miost interest is the little steam vessel biile

especially for the whaling game. Of a-hundred
and fifty-tons burthen only, all too small they

appeat; yet they are stoutly built, steel-ribbed

and plated, with powerful engines to drive
them xapidly through the water.. When the

“weather is favorable-the boat leaves her betth
-at the ‘station wharf about two hours before

daybreak. . Under a good press of steam she is
&bi;‘ to be on the killing grounds just when
She. light begins, to get strong. - It.ds then that
‘the most important personage on  the little
c%ft *oxg;ziﬂw : h‘:ﬁ li?frmon-‘mi;cin?&gkﬂ.. 2y
a Norwegian named Foyn to.replace: and-
harpoon of the old-time* whalers: He has

scarcely contluded his examination when 1},
lookout man in the crowsnest’at the forcmas;
head calls out “Whale on the starboard bow r
or “Whale on the port bow!” as they case may
be. Instantly every man takes his station_.

becomes a part of the little craft. To c,

within range requires considerable skill on (. {

part of those handling the vessel, for the ],
may become alarmed at too much comn: Stion,
such as the vibration the propellor causes us ;!
churns the water, and be the cause of a long
chase. Cautiously, then, the whaler is man.
ocuvred within striking distance. It is largely
a matter of guesswork to get this distance
properly at the right moment, for the whal

_does not necessarily move in a. straight lin

nor has it any fixed time between blowing pe-
iods, This uncertainty is about the only cx.
citement known aboard the whalers.

When all is ready, the moment when the
glistening back of the ocean mammal is arch.
ing es 1t rolls lazily along, the gun is fired, and
six feet of harpoon, wrought from the best of
Swedish iron, is-hurled against the quarry, As
the harpcon speeds on its way, the “foregoer”
uncoils . from the bow directly bencath thc
muzzle of the gun. This is the rope fastencd
immediately to ‘the harpoon. It is made of
the very finest Russian hemp, is light, very
flexible _.nd withal able ta stand an enormouys
‘strain, e

The markmanship is good, rarely is there
a miss, and the whale starts wildly as the iron
penetrates its body, Never has it felt anything
so terrible as this thing; for it is not of its
element, a thing to be combatted and perhaps
overcome. It 1s a one-sided battle, the resylt
finevitable. Against it, however, the whale
sometimes: puts up a terrific struggle. With
the bemb exploded, the irens of the harpoon
spread and ‘hooked securely, - it often takes
hours to see the finish. An.illustration of the
gigantic strength, of the wonderful vitality of
-the whale, I had from one of the whaling cap-
tains. Fairly struck, an eighty-foot sulphur
bottom kept him and his vessel busy for fully
six hours. At first it tried every possible way

1to brgak the steut eable, as even & trout will
-strive: to-break -a -fishing-line

Tt

C e 2Tt owould
““sgund”§ then it would comg to fhe Burface,
bfeaching its full length into.the air. Tired

+/ of this at length, it started to swim away with

thehvc;sel. At 'the rate of six miles an hour,
with the engines’ going half-speed astern, the
Whalef, was thwed throudh the waf@eidhr o
_fuil four hours. ! s R 0 7

~ When the unequal batile has ceased;=the
whale is' winched‘alongside; and if there are
other ‘whales about, an air-pipe is inserted
through the mass of blubber and the body in-
flated, It’is then’'marked with a flag and cast
adrift, Aftrwards-it is picked up. and towed
to the station. There it is hauled out on to
the slip, and the work of cutting up is com-
menced. A score or more of Chinese, Japan-
ese and Indians with great sharp knives swarm
around the carcass.. Some of them work on
-the sides, some climb on top. From head to
‘tail the blubber is slit into five-foot widths.
At the end of these sections of fat a hook is
then fastened, ' This hook is.attached to a wire
cable leading to a winch. The cable tightens,
and with a peculiar crackling sound the great
strips of fat are torn from the body. This is
‘called “flensing.’” " The strips are then eut up
into little square blocks and sent in carriers to
the trying-out vats.  Some of these pieces, by

the way, never see that ‘part of the whaling

_establishment. _ At the close of the day’s work,
_more than one Indian may be observed making
for his hut carrying a piece of blubber. To
him; whale meat is the most palatable of all
food. Shfuig e 2

Oil, of course, is the chief product of the
whale, one specimen yielding as much as
ninety barrels. At twenty-two dollars.a bar-
rel, such-a whale in oil algne is worth nineteen
hundred and eiglity dollars. Besides the oil,
there are anywhere from three hundred to
three thousand pounds of ‘whalebone .in the
mouth of each whale! ' This is worth any-
where in ghe neighborhood of four hundred
dollars 'a 'ton. ‘For the whale meat, of which
there are some ten tons, the whaling people

get sixty-five dollars a ton. This meat is salted |

in brine and finds a ready market in Japan,
the natives of Nippon being particularly fond
of it: In that country the tails are also sold,
the price averaging about fifty dollars per ton.
Then: there are some four tons.of guano, made
from the contents of the stomach and all refuse
pieces of flsh, which brings about forty dol-
lars a ton:.. The large bones -also make a
splendid fertilizer, which does not, however,
bring so goad a price as that obtained for the
guano: L :

. Of all the whale kind, the bowhead is said
to be the most valuable, for bone and oil to
the ‘value of twenty thousand dollars have
been taken from a single specimen. Second
i importance comes the right whale, valued
at something like ten thousand dollars in bone
and oil; while the sperm whale comes third.
From its head alone, which seems to be fully
one-third: the length of the animal, as many as
sixty barrels of pure oil have been secured.
These three varieties were the principal ones
hunted' through the romantic years of thc
hand-harpoon, and are somewhat sgarce today
but with - modern. appliances, -the: commoncr
varieties, such as thé sulphur bottom, finback
and lumpback, have become of great commer-
cial value, At the Vancouver Island stations
the latter varieties are principally taken, where
off Sechart alone as thany as nine have becn

iptared in a single day.—F. M Kelly, in I'a-
CEC Coset Magwdine. ~ + 0 0
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