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2 ‘ WHAT IS UP?
The adjournment of the house until
Monday, without any reason: being

assigned, would be understood in any
other province than British Columbia to

‘mean that @ ecrisis had been reached. in

the affairs of the government, and that
when the members re-assemble on Mon-
day’ an important ministerial announce-
ment would be made. It is not sur-
prising, therefore, that in political circles
there is considerable speculation as to
what is in the wind.

One thing is certain, namely that the
government is face to face with imme-
diats défeat. A government situated as
that of Mr. Semlin is has three courses
open to it. . One is to strengthen itself
by taking in members from the opposite
side of the house.: Mr. Semlin cannot’
do this. There is not a constituency
represented by an opposition member
that could be sa.t_ely opened by the ap-
pointment of its. member to.a cabinet
position.  Heé would  be defeated . in-
gloriously.

Hence a coalition is wholly
out of the question. i ;

Another course is to ask the Lieuten-
ant-Governor for & dissolution of the
house. We are unable fo see any
reason why His Honor should concede
such a request, if it is made, The
government has shown jtself vacillating
to the last degree, false to every true
principle of government, and unmindful
of its duty towards the representative of
the crown. It has dome nothing upon|
which any lieutenant-governor could
justify himself in granting them a digso-
lution. p e

The third course is to resign, and this|
we belibve is what the government will
find itself compelled to do within a yery
few days. It is what the country de-
sires above all' things.
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REDISTRIBUTION. 2

It is evident that redistribution is a
rock upbn, which political parties may be
badly. shlit. \. We observe that the Times
thinks © the legislature is too large
numerically, but we do not believe its
political associates will subseribe to this
view. = Certainly the Colonist cannot do
so. In our humble judgment the house
is none too large, and we should protest
very strongly against the proposal to

the slain; Then toll(o‘;r;e}l a.loqrut,

with seyeral successful reconnaissances.
On February 9 Lord Roberts and Lord
Kitchener arrived on the scene and the
flanking movement began.

e W, i
TIME FOR A CHANGE.

“The government will be defeated next
week, and after that the deluge,” Te-
marked a prominent member of the
opposition yesterday, and_when he was
asked if he did not think a nice little
political deluge would be a good thing
just - mow for  British Columbia, he
assented most heartdy. It is time for
a change, or if you prefer the witty
Frenchman's expression, for “la deluge,”
0Old things in our politics are passing
away. The next British  Columbia
cabinet, no matter. of whom it is com-
posed, will stand free from all the petty
issues that have vexed the people during
the last few years. The deluge will
sweep these away, and the provinece will
rise above it all strengthened and fresh-
ened. §

We desire once more, on the eve.of a
political crisis, the result of which no
man can feresee, to place on record our
high appreciation of the effort made by
Mr. Turner -and his colleagues when in
office to deal with. tne great problem of
provincial development. ‘Whether in the
changes that are bound to occur any
member of the late eabinet will be num-
bered among the »Lie,utenant-Gpvernor’s
advisers, we have no means of knowing;
but we do know that we can say for
each and every one of them, and for
every man who votes' with them in the
house, that they are striving to bring
about a change of administration not
in the hope of taking office, but with a
sihcere and patriotic desire to secure for
British Columbia a better policy and a
better system of administration than
‘have prevailed during the last year and
a half. There is not a man on the left
of the Speaker who is open to the charge
of being an office-seeker in his antagon-
jsm to Mr. Semlin and his colleagues,
for not one of them pretends to know
what will be the result of the forthcom-
ing deluge, or is seeking te promote his
own interests in conneetion therewith.
We have referred to the policy of pro-
vincial development pursued by the late
government solely for the purpose. of
saying that the next provincial cabinet,
no matter of whom it is composed, must
follow along the same lines, although we
do not say that it will nécessarily be tied
down to the same details. - But as that

that this road shall be built, it is emin-
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upon to refer to-day is: the charge of

ently desirable that articles such as that falsification of the records of the execu-

press,
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DR. McKRECHNIE'S POSITION.

the following item:

appearing in ‘the Times should be pub-
lished, and that persons, able to speak ' categorically denied the statement thathe
from personal observation as to the Te-
sources of the island, should contribute
from their stock of information to the

On page 100 of the Public Accounts
submitted to the legislature at its open-
ing, and under the head of ‘“Travelling
Expenses of Officers on Duty,” there is

“R. B. McKechnie, P. of C., §204.67.”
Dr. McKechnie is President of the
Execative Council and this sum is to de-

tive council Mr. Joseph Martin related
the transaction in detail. Mr. Cotton

had falsified the record.: His colleague
said that what was done did not amount
to a falsification. Mr.
many words admitted that there was
ground for titis charge, but he did not
think it snfficient to establish an allega-
tion of falsification.

In dismissing this subject from con-
sideration we regret to have to say that
the majority of the legislature in our
opinion showed a very poor appreciation
of what is due to the house, the country
cr even'to Mr, Cotton himself.

b R LS
AN IMPORTANT RESOLUTION.

Mr. Higgins has given nqtice of a reso-
lution - for Tuesday next, which deals
with a very serious matter. It recites

b
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Henderson in so}

fray his travelling expenses in that eapa-
city. - We say frankly at the outset that
the President of the Executive Council
ought to be paid his travelling expenses.
This, however, is quite beside the ques-
tion which we desire to raise. The Con-
stitution Aect prescribes that a.member of
the legislature shall receive an indemnity
of $600 for ea.ch session and a certain
sum as mileage in travelling from his
home to attend the session, and it is:dis-
tinctly stated that he shall receive 70

that an address was. passed asking for
correspondence relating
hour law, but that an important letter
written by the Minister of Mines was
omitted from the return, and declares the
omission to be a deliberate violation of
the prerogatives of the hous&
this and other reasons asks the house
to censure and condemn the goverament
for. their failure to deal with. the eight-
hour question.

to the eight-

and for

more than this.

ceiving a porttolio.

salaries and a certain  allowance

for his travelling expenses.

ficers of which the

.
case,

penses,

the house either last session or this.

There is an exception
-in the case of ministers, who have gone
before the people for re-election after re-
They may receive
for
travelling expenses, We see nothing in
the Constitution Aet, nor in the amend-
ing act passed last.year which authorizes
the President of the Council to draw any
remuneration, and certainly no provision
The act of
last session, after enumerating th,e of-
Executive  Council
shall consist, one of th¢m being the Pre-
sident of the Council, says that only four
of them shall receive a salary, but this
provision will not meet Dr. McKechnie's

If the law is as it appears to be, Dr.
McKechnie forfeited his seat in the leg-
islature by receiving his travelling ex-
and as these must have been in
part at least for travelling done previous
to the last session of the legislature, that
is under the Constitution Act as it stood
prior to its amendment, there seems to
be no way of escaping the proposition
gt ie ROR B FENG S0 pdcapy. § seat III; reasons exist is always accepted by the
the faet that the Minister of Mines re-
ceived 50 «cents for a meal given without
his knowledge to a provincial constable,

" It frequently happens that in prepar-
ing a return in response fo an address a
paper may be omitted by mistake, but
when this happens the invariable prac-
tice of the government is to say that
the missing document will be supplied.
In the case mentioned the government
simply said nothing and when the matter
was called to its notice, made no reply
whatever, fiom which no other conclu-
sion can be drawn than that the omis-
sion was deliberate, and for the purpose
of misleading the houmse. The letter
omitted contained a promise from the
Minister of Mines that the workings of
the eight-hour law would be thoroughly
gone into at the present session of the
house, but neither the speech nor any of
the speakers on behalf of the govern-
ment-gave any indication that this pledge
would be fulfilled.

One of the prineciples’ governing the
conduct of parliamentary bodies is that
when papers are asked for by an ad-
dress or order of "the house all the
papers will be brought down, wunless
there are some valid reasons why they
should not be. A statement that such

house. In the present instance no such
statement was made, ant} consequently
no reason whatever has been advanced
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And Smallpox.

Provincial Board of Health Is-
ues Timely Leaflet on
the Preventive.

Precautions to Prevent Intro-
duction of Scourge From
State of Washington.

The provinecial board of health has is-
sued a leaflet giving information on the
subject of vaccination, which is timely on
account of the prevalence of smallpox at
present in Spokane and other points in
the state of Washington, This is-its text:
There never has been, in the history
of medical science, any discovery made
which stands out so broadly successful as
Jenner’s discovery that vaccination is a
preventive of smallpox.

Opposition to vaccination has been ad-
vanced mainly, under two heads: (1)
“That is causes other diseases. (2) That
vaccination neither prevents nor modifies
smallpox. 5

(1) That there was some reason for this
opinion is freely admitted. At the time
of the introduction of vaccination, and
until a eomparatively recent time, armt to
arm’ vaccination was chiefly practised.
Careful selection was made of persons
from whom to get the vaccine, but de-
spite the utmost care, disease, intention-
ally or otherwise concealed, was inno-
cently transmitted. Although such in-
stances were few, still they were suffi-
cient to give foundation for-a prejudice
against vaccination. But modern meth-
ods have entirely removed such objec-
tions, Arm to arm vaccination is rarely
practised, and is unnecessary.

Vaceine, as supplied to-day, is not from
the human being, but is obtained by in-
noculating, in nmmerous places, the care-
fully shaven and disinfected belly of a
calf. This animal is not susceptible to
certain human diseases, the transmission
of which is feared. Thus the calf acts
as a perfect filter and serves to protect
us against transmission of such diseases.

Nevertheless in a very small portion of
cases “bad arms”  result or abscesses
form, The explanation in the majority
of cases is simple. ‘The vaccine is not to
be blamed, but the methods of vaccina-
tion too often are. It is“popularly known
that often a simple wound gives rise to
blood poisoning, and similarly the vacein-
ation wound may thus act. The reason
is that in every person’s skin exist in-
numerable microbes which may give rise
to. blood poisoning by entering through
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The Tottering
Governm

Lapitulation to Arch Enem
Heels of Majority’s Di
appearance.

Military Ardor Allowed to
In Stress of Struggle Fda
Political Life.

The past has been an ev ntful
provincial politics. First the Coal
Regulation bill brought the pitiful
tion of the ministry into prominen
Prentice came out unqualifiedly
sition, with a speech the sev
raignment of the government yet
He declared that in his opinion n
worthy motive as protecting white
from the competition of the cooli

- had actuated the government in by
down this Jaw—but that on the co
it was an example of the worst f
‘class ‘legislation, designed at the
tion of one colliery concern for t
comfiture of their business rivak
for the real effect upon white lalf
the operation of the act was 10 exj
Chinese from the coal mines, they
only be brought into active comp
with white workers in other parts
province, and no real benefit resu
third reason for his refusal to endoy
measure was that it would unqu
ably be declared ultra vires in th
end the enactment of legislation tl
province had not authority to 4
plish was to his view child’s ple
worthy a body of supposedly T

men.’

With Mr. Prentice’s defection, tl
ernment during this debate, on M
was three times forced for salvat
the Speaker’s vote; while on one
two occasions, during the afternoor
dealing with the propesed : v
of the debate, the unique
presented of a member (Mr.
being forced in order to save his pa
vote against a motion he had
made.

Tuesday was an “off” day. Aff
eventful scene of Monday, when th
of the coal mines bill and that ¢
government hung coincidently in t
anee, the parliamentarians qui
rest for their nerves. Accordingly]
for a preliminary skirmish on M
tin’s motion with respect to redi
tion,, routine held the fort. In com
consideration of the Supreme Cour
an amendment by Mr. McPhillips w

or that Mr. Tisdale’s clerk sold a small for the failure %comply with the order

tuke one member each from Victoria, | government aimed first of all at the of the house. the abrasion. But if the site chosen for

Vancouver and the -constituencies elect-
ing two members, namely Esquimalt,
Cassiar and Cariboo. An extensive prov-
ince like British Columbia. requires - a
larger legislature proportionately to the
population than the other provinces of
the Daminion. We cordially endorse the
proposition that all questions of antagon-
ism between the Island and the Main-

TR
point of fact exists, except'in the bosom
of ‘a few Mainlanders of an old political
school, now happily without any consid-
erable ! influence '~ even in -their own
neighborhood.  The people of the Island
recognize that the Mainland must natur-
ally- far outstrip it in importance, even
although they know that this portion of
the province is destined for an exceed-
ingly prosperous future, They will
never. object to the increase of Mainland
representation as it is needed from time
to time, but what they will resent is an
attempt to diminish their fair share of
influence in the® house. Redistribution
which means simply the cutting down
of Island representation will be received
wvery badly here, When the question
comes to be dealt with, one feature that
may call for:consideration is the bound-
aries of the several constituencies.
B

THE WAR.

Gordon B. Oorbould, who is represent-
ed as missing from the British Columbia
company in South Africa, is son of
Gordon E. Corbould, barrister-at-law
and police magistrate of New Westmin-
ster, and was a student-at-law before
volunteering for servicerat the front.
‘We-hope yet to hear of the safety of
the gallant young fellow.

The operations, which have resulted in
the relief of Kimberley and the retreat
of Cronje’s army, will be recognized as
brilliant in plan and.admirable in execu-

* tion:  Our despatches give a succinct
account of the movement, and nothing
need be added here, except to say that
what appears. to be the complete demor-
alization of the Western ‘Boer army
must be fruitful of important results.

Kimberley was invested by the Boers
on Saturday, October 14, just four days
after Kruger issued his ultimatum. It
was relieved on Thursday, February 15.
Thus the period of investment was 124
days. On October 17 the armored
train: 8rove back the enemy for some
distance, and a similar success was
scored on the 21st. On October 24 Col.
Seott-Turner -defeated = the enemy near
the town. On November 28 Col. Scott-
Turner led a successful sortie from Kim-
berley, driving back the enemy, who
were getting uncomfortably near, but
paid the forfeit of his own life for his’
courage. From that time until the re-

in| It is time ‘brunzhunge 1t is time to

inauguration of -such policies as would
have a tendency to open the province to
settlement, to capital, to business enter-
prise and to the profitable employment
of labor, 8o the successors to the present
cabinet must take the:same course, or
they will be weighed in the balance and
found wanting on the first opportunity
afforded the electors for applying the

have done with temporizing, with' schem-
ing for a particular vote, with the arts
of the political trickster—time for the
adoption of policies because they are
right, not because they suit some particu-
lar individual or are favored by some
particular set of = demagogues. It is
time:for a government with sufficient
courage to deal with the very serious
questions which the Semlin government
persists in ignering. It is time for a
government that can see further than
nmext salary day, that will be more con-
cerned with what the province r'equires
than with how they can keep control of
‘power. The whole people must earnestly
desire a change. You cannot find a
man ontside of the house who will not
frankly admit that the Semlin has out-
lived  any usefulness that was ever
claimed for it. There is not a' paper in
thie province, except that controlled by
the Finance Minister, - which seeks to
defend it. There is not a man on the
street who has a good word for it.  The
old saying, “ Hit him again, he’s got no
friends,” applies to this government as
well as if it were made for it in the first
place. ‘A province, which like ours is
inviting immigration, the investment of
capital and the attention of  men of
enterprise and energy, needs a strong
and progressive government. It has the
reverse at present. Therefore, we re-
peat, it is time for a change,
Ao AR TR

RAIL TO THE NORTH

e

The Times in a very excellent article
last evening dealt with the resources of
Vancouver island and emphasized the
necessity for the people of this city to
make the best of what they have close at
hands instead of looking to more distant
fields. There is no doubt that the -city
papers funlly voice publi¢ sentiment in
regard to the development of this island
by a trunk line of railway, and that their
efforts to secure a strong expression of
opinion on the subject will be crowned
with success.
__ The point in this connection upon which
we wish to lay special stress this morning
is that the effort must not be confined to
this city. It has originated here, but it
must be energetically pushed elsewhere.
This iz a -distinctly popular movement.
It is being engineered on behalf of no
individual or set of individuals, for its

lieving column arrived, the b d gar-
rison was able only to hold its own.
Barly in November Gen, Lord Methuen
began his advance on Kimberley. On
the 23rd of that month he drove.  the
enemy out of Belmont. Two days later
he defeated them at Graspan, and on the
following day captured Honingrest
‘Kloof. On November 28 the battle of
‘Modder ~ River was fought, when
Methuen was wounded. - There was no
' _important movement on either side until
December 12, when Methuen attempted
.fo deliver a frontal blow on the Boer
entrenchments  at . Magersfontein, and
the Highlanders were surprised with

8 . Doubtless the committee ap-
pointed by His Worship the Mayor will,
as soon as they get the work in Vietoria
well advanced, turn their attention in
other directions and make an effort,
which we feel confident will be successful,
to secure the co-operation of other locali-
ties.

We hope the city council will on Mon-
day night give the movement its cordial
gndorsation. The campaign that has been
'8¢ auspiciously begun must not be al-
lowed to flag. If we show ourselves in
earnest we can command success. . While
no new arguments and no repetition of
old ones are needed to persuade the peo-

heavy loss, Gen. Wauchope being among

packet of cartridges to a constable, or
Mr. Hall’s clerk sold a ton of coal to the
Lieutenant-Governor rendered their seats
forfeited, surely the acceptance by Dr.
MecKechnie personally of  $204.67 as
travellin{ expenses, without warrant of
law, must also work a forfeiture of the
seat in his case. No President of the
Council prior to Dr. McKechnie accepted
travelling éxpenses, it being understood
that he could not legally do so. We again
say that it is not the propriety of the Pre-
sident of the Council receiving his travel-
‘ling expenses that we guestion. It is his
legal right to do so and retain his seat
in' the house. Any gentleman may’ be-
come President of the Council without
having a seat in the house for all that
‘appears in the'Constitution Act. So in

cordance with the principle of Respon:
sible Government,  there is nothing  to
prevent Dr. McKechnie from becoming
President of the iCouncil and drawing
mileage; but the moment he accepts the
mileage or any allowanceé for his ex-
penses, his seat becomes vacant, and he
not only occupies it thereafter without
warrant, but is liable to a heavy penalty.
This is a matter which ought to be at
once inquired into, for it must be evi-
dent to any one that if this payment is
legal the government can place two mem-
bers in the Hxecutive Council without
salary, and by allowing them liberally
for their travelling expenses provide them
with what might be regarded as an
agreeable addition to their income. We
submit that this matter ought to be
brought up in the house as soon as it
reassembles on Monday, so that it may
be settled af once by what right Dr, Me-
Kechnie draws travelling expenses and
yet retains his seat in the house, and
in ‘event of its being shown that he has
the ‘right to do so, the house and ‘the
country may be informed what are the
powers of the government in the matter

strict” law, ‘although certainly not tin ac-|

At a patriotic concert given at Saanich-
ton the sum of $483.40 was realized for
Mansion House Fund.
penses were $86, leaving the handsome
amount of $447.40 to be sent forward.
Comparéd with this, all
British Columbia  must be content to
take a very small place indeed.

The Niéargigua :
- Waterway

Estimated 1hat United States
Could Gopstruct It Within
Eight Years.

One Hundred and Fiftv Million
Possible Cost for Thirty .
Feet Depth.

YR SR
By Assoclated Press.

Washington, Feb. 17.—Chairman Hep-
burn of the house of committee on inter-
state, state and foreigil commerce, to-dayn
submitted the report of the committee in
 favor of the'Hepburn bill for construct-
‘ing the Nicaragua canal.
says in pari:

“If the provisions of the bill can be
carried out, the United States will with-
in a few years (from six to eight) be in
full ownership and control of a water-
way connecting the oceans that it .can
defend and that it can use in the inter-
ests of its navy and its merchant marine
as wisdom may dictate.” ‘

After reviewing the several suryeys the
report continues:

The * ex-

the cities in

The report

of allowing such expenses.
I RO A S

¢ MR COTTON'S DEFENCE.

Martin’s resolution.

appointment of the committee,

oath subject to cross examination.

has cleared himself in their

accept the explanation.

fullest possible way.
for a committee to

advised.

ntterly indefensible.

net minister is absurd.  Mr,

{aid to his'charge.’

ple of Victoria that it is to their interest{’

‘We pnint in full Mr. Cotton’s reply to
the charges made against him by Mr.
It is not a satis-
factory reply, and Mr. Cotton ought to
have followed it up by a demand for the
before
which he could make his statement under
He
denied the first of the charges categori-
cally: he offered an explanation of the
second; he evaded the point of the third.
Neither the housé nor'the country canj ¢
possibly feel satisfied that Mr. Cotton able value or have been obtained for
eyes, al-
though it may suit honorable members to
‘We have been
very careful in this matter to gharge Mr.
Cotton with none of the matters referred
to in the resolution, but have frequently
expressed the hope that he would take an
early opportunity to answer them in the
In declining to ask

investigate these
charges Mr., Cotton has been very badly

The position taken by Mr. Semlin is
'fo claim that the
house may not deal with grave charges
affecting the personal integrity of a cabi-
Semlin
would have members aceept the fact
that a man is elected to the house as a
sufficient guarantee of his fitness for a
cabinet poeition, no matter what offences} it.
and what degree of dishonesty may be

The only innt%:r to which we feel called

“It is true that estimates of cost are
variable, Tanging as they do from less
 than $40,000,000 to a possible $145,000,-
000, It is, however, proper to say that
the ®ize and character of the canal esti-
mated for is as variable as is the cost.
The earliest éstimates were for a canal
suited 1o the ships of the time. The lat-
ter estimates are for ships of this time.
Fifteen feet depth and fifty feet width
was the size of the earlier project. Thirty
feet depth and 150 feet width ‘are the di-
mensions of the latterly proposed canal.

“Your committee are aware that there
are a number of persons who claim to
have concession from the government of
Nicaragua and Costa Rica, .investing
them with rights to navigate the San
Juan river and lake Nicaragua. But it
is before your committee that these rights
have either lapsed or are of. inconsider-

speculative purposes.

“Jt is our opinion that the people of
the United States want a government
canal, .one that will be completely under
the control of the United States. It is
true that it will disturb the conditions of
equality that now exist, but every ef-
fort that a . successful merchant makes
is an effort to disturb this equality and
to secure an advantage for himeelf. Our
government would have . precisely the
same right to take offence at the use of
the Suez canal by British merchants as
would the English government at our us-
ing ‘the Nicaragua canal.

“There are persons who say that we
are bound by treaty stipulations with the
government of Great Britain to refrain
from ‘carrying out these great enterprises.
1t is doubtless true that in 1850 Great
Britain and the United States contem-
plated the speedy completion of the Ni-
caragua ecanal, They proposed to have
joint interests, by joint contributions to
But the  Suez. canal that followed
years after 1830 changed: the interests of
Great Britain and ‘she no longer-desired
the Nicaragua route for her-own uses.””

vaceination be carefully cleansed, either
in the ordinary way or by antiseptics,
the handling and dressings be clean, then
the danger is reduced almost to nil.
_ Thus the small percentage of dangers
of vaccination are, by modern methods,
reduced to s¢minimum, and all objections
should therefore be withdrawn to the uni-
versal acceptance of the most thoroughly
proved method of averting any disease,
(2) The vaccination commission held in
England lays down with all the authority
it is entitled to, that “vaccination affords
almost absolute protection against small-
pox—the severest scourge of the human

race,

The above statement, while true as to
the power of vaccination, tortunately
needs to be modified as to the severity of
the scourge. And why is this, simply be-
cause the practice of vaccination is now
so general in civilized countries. Before
the introduction of vaccination a tenth of
all deaths in Europe were due to small-
pox. Now, thanks to Jenner, the per-
centage is much less formidable.

Unmodified smallpox is one of the most
fatal, and loathsome of diseases. The
unmodified form is generally the form
contracted by unvaccinated persons. One
vaceination, unless very recent and thor-
ough, does not afford immunity—and
even when recently successful it-is safer
to be re-vaccinated till the pure virus
ceases to “take.”

The following statistics illustrate what
{ mean. They are reliable, as accepted.
by the Royal Commission held in 1871:

1. Stated to have been vaceinated but
having not cicatrix, percentage’of deaths,
1852-67, 39.4.

2. Having one vaccine ' eicatrix, per-
centage of deaths, 1852-67, 13.8.

3. Having two vaccine cicatrices, per-
‘centage of deaths, 1852-67, 7.7. ¥
4. Having three vaccine cicatrices, per-
centage of deaths, 1852-67, 3.0.

5. Having four or more vaccine cica-
trices, percentage of deaths, 1852-67, 0-9.

These figures epeak for themselves.
They show that the controlling power of
vaccination over smallpox is in very close
relationship to the number of vaccine
marks on the patient; and that the power
of vaccination to protect against fatal
smallpox depends on the amount of in-
dueed vaccinia. Therefore,  thorough
vaceination and re-vaccination is the only
safeguard.

I will now conclude by giving some
nmiore statistical evidence, which is so
voluminous that selection is difficult. The
tigures are . taken from authorities that
cannot be doubted, and I think must ap-
peal to all reasonable men.

MONTREAL EPIDEMIC, 1885,

The population in 1885 wis 167,000.
“From simple neglect on the part of
large numbers of people, a considerable
portion of the children of Montreal were
unvaccinated. 4
“The fi lif {an imported one) oc-
ed end of February, but the
ed no alarming propor-
By the end of the year
fid occurred.”’
ichanan, summarising the
parding the Sheffield epi-

, Says:

.  vaccinated the attack rate
per 1,000%Mildren was 5; among the ua-
vaccinated it was 101, The death rate
per 100 vaccinated was 0.09; among the
unvaccmnted_it was 44. ‘Therefore, for
180.000 vaccinated children, the rate of
smallpox ‘mortality actually observed in
Sheffield gives 9 deaths.” F'or 100,000 un-
vaccinated children, the rate of smallpox
mortality actually observed gives 4,400
deaths.” }

Probably no class of the commaunity is
80 much exposed to infection as nurses
in smallpox hospitals. The following
figures taken from a report of the London
_E)pzdemlo!oglcal Society will be interest-
ing and instrmcting:

“Seven hundred and thirty-four nurses
and attendants ‘did duty for the Metro-
politan Asylums Boards hospitals during
an epidemie of smallpox. Of the 734
there were 79 who had smallpox previ-
ously, and none of these were infected;
645 had been revaccipated before enter-
ing on their duties, and the whole of
these escaped the disease; the remaining
ten had not been revaccinated and every
one¢ of them took smallpox.”

The following shows the rate of attack

by smallpox”amdng ' the vaccinated and

VIGTORIA, B. C.

unvacecinated during the epidemic in three
English cities:

Sheflield
Leicester
Gloucester

Vac. Unvae.

C. J. FAGAN,
Sec’y Provincial Board of Health.

Victoria, February 12, 1900.

PREVENTIVE REGULATIONS.

The following regulations of the pro-
vincial board of health wére_approvegi
by the Lieutenant-Governor-in-Council
on the 15th February, instant:

1. All passengers arriving at the
boundary line from the south may be
required to furnish the inspector or offi-
cer in charge of the carrying out of
these regulations with a certificate from
the health officer of the city or town
which he or she has left, containing the
following particulars:

(a.) That he or she has not been in any
place or building infected with smallpox.

(b.) That he or she has not lived in any
place or building which lies dangerously
near any infected building or district.

(e.) That he or she has recently been
successfully vaccinated.

2. If the inspector bélieves 'that any
person is infected, or that his or her
clothing or other effects _contain infec-
tion, the inspector shall detain such per-
son and his or her eclothing and effects
as aforesaid, until the period of incuba-
tion is over, and such person and his or
her clothing and other effects shall be
at once disinfe ;

3. If he only suspects that any person
on board, or the effects of any such per-
son have been exposed to infection, he
shall notity the medical health officer
of the locality to which the person is
going to meet the train or boat, and to
keep the person thereafter under obser-
vation, o

4. In the event of any person bringing
any baggage (hand or otherwise), or
whether the same shall be forwarded by
express, the following certificate may
also be required from the health officer
of the town or city aforesaid: 5

(a.) That the said baggage (here give
full description of said baggage, 80 _that
there can be no question as to identifica-
tion) has not been in any place or build-
ing infected with smallpox.

(b.) That the said baggage has not
been. stored or used’ in any place or
building which lies dangerously near
any, infected building or district.

5. All railway companies, transporta-
tion companies and stage lines must ad-
here strictly to the following regula-
tions: A

(a.) Al mail from infected districts
destined for points on the boundary line,:
or morth of same, mast be fumigated on
or before leaving the last point of call
south of said line, and the master in
charge of such mail must furnish the
inspector or officer in charge of the
earrying out of these regulations’ with a
certificate from the health officer of
such point where fumigation takes place
that same has been done. "
(b.) All cars must be fumigated bet(_)re
Jeaving American points for British
Columbia points, and the health officer’s
certificate must be furnished that such
has been done.

(c.) No Indians shall be allowed to
land in West Kootenay or East Yale
under any conditions, :

NOTIFICATION.

6. Whenever any householder knows
or suspects that any person within his
household has smallpox, he shall imme-
diately, by specidl messenger _when pos-
sible, give notice to the medical health
officer. M

7. Whenever any physician knows or
suspects that any person whom he is
called mpon to visit i§ infected with or
has died of smallgox, he shall immediate-
ly -notify the medical health officer.

8. 'Any physician so called shall have,
for the purpose of isolating the infected
person and his attendants and of placing
the patient, attendants and all *“other
persons residing in the ‘same house. and
the house itself in uarantine, all the

the duty of ordering and enforcing such
immediate isolation and guarantine shall
devolye upon such physician until the
medical health officer has béen notified
and has had time to act.

9. ‘Whenever a teacher in any school
has reason to suspect that any pupil is
suffering from smallpox, or that smallpox
exists at the house of any pupil, he shall
notify the medical health officer imme-
diately, and shall prevent the att_endanqe
of said.pupil or pupils until mediecal evi-
dence that no‘danger of infection exists’
has been obtained. (Vide section 86,
sub-gection 3, Health Act, 1893.)

10. Physicians, teachers gnd house-
holders shall notify the medieal health
officer of the presence, or suspected
presence, of chicken-pox. '

11. "The medical health officer shall im-
mediately give notice by telegraph to the
provincial board of health of the first
case of smallpox which shall appear in
his district, and shall further furnish,
every seven days, or oftener it required,
a statement showing the number of new

who have died, the number of those who
have recovered, and the number who are
still sick.

SUSPECTED CASE.

12. The medical health officer of every
distriet, or any of his medical assistants,
having received information of a sus-
pected ease of smallpox, shall imme-
diately enquire into the case, either by
consultation with the attending physician
or by his own persondl.observation, or
both. If the characteristic symptoms
are mnot sufficiently developed at the
time of investigation, the medical health
officer shall keep the case under his own
personal observation at the special sus-
pect. station or elsewhere, until the
true pature of the disease is discoyered.
Until the time has arrived when, in the
opinion of the medical health officer, all
cause for suspicion or danger is past, the
suspected case shall be isolated and
otherwise dealt with in the same manner
as prescribed for a case of smallpox.
The persons living in the same house, or
who have been in contact with the in-
fected patient, shall also be kept under
observation. And all such persons and
the suspected person also shall be imme-
diately vaccinated with the most active
vaccine matter procurable.

ACTUAL CASES.
13. The action to be taken in the event
of a case of smallpox being discovered
is shortly as follows: (a.) Detention,
disinfection, isolatidu of persons affected
or exposed to infection; (b) disinfection
of car or boat; (e¢) vaccination of all
persons who have been exposed t6 con-
tagion or suspected of conveying con-
tagion; (d) the treatment as a suspect
of any person who refuses to be vacein-
ated; (e) notification of the local board
of health officers at places of destina-
tion; (f) notification of . secretary of
provincial board.
VACOINATION. -

14. Tt shall be incumbent upon local
boards of . health (o arrange suitable
times and places for vaccination, and to
give public notice thereof.

15, It is now deemed necessary, and is
hereby ordered, that teachers in public
schools and high schools or colleges
shall uire a certificate of successful
vaceination from each child attending at
such school or college, or a certificate
that such*child is at that present time
}insusceptible to vaccination. The certi-
usates shall be presented on demand to

e teacher or other proper authority.

PENAL CLAUSE.

16, Provides that any person who
violates any regulation of the provincial
board shall, unless it is otherwise speci-
ally provided, be liable for every such
offence to a fine not exceeding $100
with or without costs, or to imprison-
ment, with or without hard labor, for a
term not exceeding six months, or to
both fine and imprisonment, in the dis-
c"*l?%im}rgf the ]clonvicting court.

- e smallpox regulati
in 1896 are now HmA forc!;,ﬂ tlotlu adopted

RLES J. FAGAN,
Secretary Provincial Board of Health,

powers of the medical health officer, and’

Victoria, Feb. 12, 1800, 4

cases developed, the number of those

cepted, providing that appeal sh
provided from interlocutory de
in chambers cases, this being chie
signed to_ meet the needs of Ko
and allow small matters of litigat)
be disposed of in Kootenay witho!
trouble and expense of bringing lif
and lawyers to the Coast. In the
Sale Act the success of the efforts
Price Ellison, for his district, w
parent in the acceptance by the g
ment of a sub-section providing fj
registration of such instruments i
town of Vernon. The same actio
sought with respect to Grand Fojy
Mr. J. M. Martin, but unceremo
“‘stood over.”s

Redistribution. was the text of
nesday’s proceedings, Mr. Martin
rhis case in the strongest possibl
and virtually compelling a su
The government was shown to ha
no intention of introducing a geng
distribution measure this term;
M. Martin said that he had ex
himself as satiefied with the gran
an extra member to Boundary,
propused in His Honor’s speech;
proved conclusively that the gove
had objected to redistribution sugs
at the beginnirg of the session—a
it was evidenced that the governm
been forced by their following t
in a general redistribution
against 1ts will, and bring it in 4
Attorney-(General Henderson in
that he was onc o fthe coercing
and instead of simply voting d
censure moticn—as would be thg
of any government secure in its pq
the Premier asked leave to am
motion, admitting the main charg
fect by saying that the governmen
do at once what it was proposed
sure them for not doing—and pi
redistribution bill immediately.

On Thursday politics were re
the background and personalitie
ed—the text being Mr. Martin’
for a committee of investigation
late colleague, Hon. Mr. Cotto
house after hearing the Fipance
at length refused the committee

Another question, n6t one 0
diate policy, but which neverthel
an important place in the weg
ceedings, was with reference to
ing of the proffered British ¢
contingent to South Africa.
pointed out that hundreds th
British Columbia were waiting
what would  be done—that
were willing to volunteer—and
yond sending the offer forward i
hearted fashion at the dictatio
house, the government had
press the offer as bona fide.
both Hon. Mr. Semlin and B
Cotton practically said _that
ninion government would do ng
connection with an independen
«cial ‘contingent; that the Impé
ernment_wanted units only—of

infantry®125 men, or mounted

- 260—that the province, if it se

tingent, would have to seq
charges paid” all the way
town—and that the provinciali
ment hesitated about going ta
<reased expense involved. d
the opposition was that thei
went further than Halifax, aj
government of the Mother Lan
‘the men delivered at Capetown,
sufficient confidence in the p
taining the expenditure to sup
-government to the extent of
reqm;-ed. At anotner stage
week’s proceedings the govern
peared in an unfavorable light
refusing to allow a half-hour’s
ent in order that the membq
Join with' the people of<Victor
g God-speed to the men|
Strathcona’s Horse who we
farewelled ” in the Drill hal
yards from the chamber.
ltlo more reason why we should
ese young men away,” said

. Iier, “than that we should go

1%09! or Vancouyver to bid go
: € reeruits that are being ta
‘.tose places.” And just then
-dieil'!'in”x notes of “ The Britis|
ﬁoﬂ. followed by “Rule B
f Ilt-hed through the windows.

- was Col. Baker who bro
’ino lgl,l forward that the hous
cono er ito. bid farewell to th
W. Horse, and in his censu
‘SOvernment fer their lukewa

’




