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&reﬂ out that on the basis of last elec-

tion, the effect of the bill' will be to de-

prive Conservatives of seven seats.

While Sir Wilfrid Laurier pretends

that he has been moved to introduce the
bill from a desire to respect the munici-
pal boundaries, there are at least 14
constituencies under the bill in which

e municipal boundaries are disregarded.

The Redistribution Bill Proves
Shameless Scheme to Help
Liberal Members.

Thereby Served

The West Denied Any Benefit _
From Rearrangement of
Constituencies.

Must Give Up Their Arms )

While he makes a claim to fairness,

some members will represent only 14,000
people and others more than 50,000. The

purpose appears to be to give

general

excessive representation to Grit districts{
and partial representation only to Con-
servative districts. More than 50 con-
stituegﬁesthinv Ontario, or - Avi‘*ill alt’
. 2 over £ the total number, - be af-
County Lines Adopted Only fected by the bill. . Some of the bound-|

When Party Interests Are -|aries changed isted for th

. Or

fore Re-
ceiving That Three Millions from
United States.

Hava\na, May 19.—Havana is in a fer-

—_ ment again over the idea that the Wash-

From Our Qwan Cerrespondent.

Ottawa, May 19.—The government's
scheme for a gerrymander of the consti-
iuencies was brought down by the Pre-
mier to-day. Before Sir Wilfrid Laurier
had preoceeded far with his explanation,
he dispelled frem the minds of the oppo-
sition members any hope they may have
had that it would have been a fair meas-
ure.
strangle the Conservative party in On-
tario. It sets at naught the principle of
constituencies in population from 50,000
constituencies in ppulation from - 50,000
down to 12,000,

The measure does not touch Nova
Scotia. In New Brunswick it re-ar-
ranges St. John, giving one member for
the city and one for the county outside
of the city. In Prince Edward Island
county lines are restored, Prince and
QQueen’s returning two members running
together, and King's returning one.

In. Quebec certain parishes are re-
moved from one constituency to another |,
for the alleged purpose of restoring
municipal boundaries.

It is in Ontario that the bili gets in its
work for the Liberals. Sir Wilfrid
f.aurier explained that the principle re-
sarded in this. arrangement was to re-
spect county boundaries as the boundar-
ies of constituencies. It appears, how-
ever, that this doctrine is only applied
where . the government finds it advan-
iugeous to do so. Many constituencies
will still cross municipal boundaries.
The act provides that the constituencies
of Cardwell, Bothwell and West On-
tario shail disappear and lose one seaf.
Two members aré given to Kent, in
which the greater part of Bothwell and
4 small part of Elgin are merged. Duf-
ferin county, now included in Simcoe, is

g member, and one i; allawed to Rm ‘Low ity

y Sound; now joined in" MuSkokd.

I'he bill provides . that Ottawa .and
Hamilton shall each return two members
and London city one, as now. ‘

Toronto, which now contains one dis- |
trict electing two members, and two
others which return one member each,
will receive portions of the municipality
now included in East York and West
York, adding 30,000 to the population. |
The city will still have only four mem- |

bers, and will be carved into single |
member districts. |

Control
==and Registration of Foreign

ington administration has determined to
take the arms of the-Cuban troops and
to retain them in military possession.
This view of the latest news from Wash-
ington has been telegraphed to the vari-
ous cities.

Governor-General Brooks is thus far

unaware, save through the press tele-
grams, of any dissatisfaction on the part
%f an. Alger, ecretzlllry of w;lar, with
S ST ! ; i rooks’ plan to have the arms deposited
The bill is evidently designed to 70 thé eare of the masors of the Mol
cipalities, nor has he received any ink-
ling of the secretary’s purpose to- lay
the matter before President McKinley.
Consequently unless instructions to the
contrary are received from the Washing-
ton administration the Governor-Gener-
al’s orders respecting the distribution of
the $3,000,000 will be issued to-morrow.

NANAIMO NOTES.
Nanaimo, May 18.—The New Van-

couver Coal Company have broken their

oading records, having loaded 5,100 tons

of coal aboard the collier Titania in
ten hours and fifty-five minutes.

This
eats the previous record by one hoar

and thirty-five minutes.

S.. Hague, the lacrosse player, was

kicked by a mule in the mine and will
not be able to
Queen’s Birthday.

play lacrosse on the

O
O

Ottawa Assumes

Too Much

1o

ik
Bills Z

Now Before Par-
liament,

ot

of Trust Companies

Insurance.

Having assigned to each county the | Special to the Colonist,

number of representatives, the bill pro-
vides a court to divide several counties
into ridings. This is to be done by a
commission of three judges of
Superior .court, to be appointed by let-
ters patent, who are instructed to make |
the division on the basis of population
and convenience.

The change of representation is to
come into effect on the expiration of this
parliament.

Sir Charles Tupper protested against
the readjustment of the constituencies at
the present time rather than after the
census, when the constitution provides
for such readjustment. He charged
that Sir Wilfrid Laurier was afraid to
appeal to the constituencies which had
placed him in power, notwithstanding
the "success obtained by the government
in wholesale corruption at bye-elections.
The ministers were evidently afraid to
trust their future in a general election
before the electorate as now constituted.
They had altered the franchise by placing
its control in the hands of their
friends in the provinces, and still they
have found it necessary to violate the
principle of representation by popula- |
tion. .

The opposition leader showed that the
whole operation of the bill was to reduce
the representation of Conservative coun-
ties and increase that of Liberal coun-
ties. For instance, the Grit county of
Brant was allowed one member for each

Toronto, May 17.—The dispute be-

tween the Dominion gevernment and the
the J Ontario government regarding the right

{ to incorporate and control insurance and
other companies is growing.

The Ontario government will protest

against the private bill now before the
Dominion
amalgamation of the Freehold Loan, the
Canada Permanent, the Western Can-
adian and the Ontario”and London loan
companies.
holds that the matter comes within the
bowers of the province and that the
Dominion is quite outside its authority
in dealing with it at all. This is the
general objectioin which will be raised
and if this protest is not effective the
matter will be taken to the courts.

parliament to confirm the

The Ontario government

In addition to the matter of right,

which seems plain te the Ontario gov-
ernment a matter of policy is involved,
and it is urged that endless confusion
would ensue if both governments did
this work. For instance, the bill has in
it a clause that the amalgamated com-
Pany may act as trustees but the pro-
vince has a law which provides that no
loan company can act in the capacity of

sixteen thousand people while Conserva- |2 ‘‘trust” company.

tive Toronto had only one for each fifty
thousand. Kent, a strong Grit county,
was given large additioinal representa-
tion, making it proportionately three
times as large as that of Toronto. )

Bir Wilfrid Laurier .claimed that par-
liament had the constitutional power to
pass this law, and declared that the sole
purpose was to redress the wrong done
in 1892,

Clarke Wallace, from whose constitu-
ency a large body of Conservative vot-
ers will be taken, declared that this was
a more infamous gerrymander than
either of those perpetrated by the On-
tario government to keep itself in power.
He reminded the house of Mr. Tarte’s
statement at Brantford: ‘“When the
gerrymander is made we will whip the
life out of them in Ontario.”” The bill
was full of iniquity and hypocrisy. The
zovernment gave unfairly large represen-
tation to Grit counties and unfairly
small to Conservative distriets. It was a
farce to call in judges to apportion seats
after this gerrymander had been per-
formed. No judge could make the bill a
fair ome.

In the course of the discussion''that
followed it was pointed out that Simcoe,
a Conservative county, was allowed only
one member for each 27,000 people,
while Kent, a Liberal district, had one
for each 19,000, and Brant, Liberal, one
for each 16,800.

Messrs. Tisdale, Sproul, Clancy, Mon-
tague, Bennett and other members of-
fered their protests.

After dinner 8ir Hibbert Tupper made
a few remarks, when the bill was read
for a first time.

It is not often that a bill is discussed
to this extent on the first reading, and
the tone of the opposition members indi-
cates a rather bitter debate at subse-
fluent stages.

Some of the Ontario members

havei

The province of Manitoba will, it is
said, unite with Ontario in opposing Mr.
Fleld}ug’s friendly societies bill. Mani-
toba is very much interested in this mat-
ter. In. 1897 the province passed a law
for.regwt.ermg foreign insurance com-
panies as has been done in Ontario for
some time. This was disallowed by the
Manjtoba have little or no protection
Manitobt have little or mo protection
against impostors. .

It is expected Quebec will also join in
opposing the friendly societies bill,

STEAMER BOTTOM UP.

Found at Sea and Towed to St. John’s—
Protection for French Fisheries.

St. John’s, Nfid., May 19.—The Brit-
ish armored sloop Bagzgard arrived here
to-day to undertake fishery protection
service. The French third-class cruiser
Closheterie is expected next week for
the same purpose.

The steamer Greyhound was picked up
yesterday off Cape Race derelict by the
schooner Lady E.' She was bottom up-
wards. The schooner towed her into the
port of St. John's.

e

KRUGER'S SHABBY REFORM.

Asks Nine Years’ Residence in Place of
'Vl“ourteen to Qualify for Franchise,

Pretoria, Transvaal, May 18.—Presi-
dent. Kruger’s reform proposals have
been presented to the raadi

One suggestion is that the franchise
be conferred on all aliens five years after
eligibility, instead « of - ten years, as
is now the ease, thus- making a nine
years’ residenee in the Transvaal qualify
for the full frapehise. -

were unublé 1o0-agree ;apon. it
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THE VICTORIA SEMI-W

A Pﬁfﬁter
- For Canada

Americans Will Risk Noﬁﬁno of
~ Value to the Joint High
Commission,

Intimation That No Part -of
~ Alaska Now Held Will Be
, Yielded,

Surrender of This Claim Made
Condition of Further
Negotiation.

By Associated Press. :
Washington, May 19.—Each of the
members of the American branch of the
joint high commission has received a
handsomely prepared’invitatién from ghe
chamber of commerce of Skagway,
through its president, to visit that port
and see for themselves the conditions.
The invitation recites in strong lan-
guage the desire of the people of Skag-
way to have the commission maintain
to the utmost the claims of the United
States to every foot of territory within
the thirty miles lying between  the sea
and the boundary line as it has hereto-
fore been recognized. The invitation
has made an impression upon some mem-
bers of «the commission because of +he
earnest expression of the determination
to maintain American rights to the ut-
most. For one thing it is taken as com*
pletely negativing the statement pub-
lished some- time ago to the effect that
a majority of the people of Skagway
are desirous of annexation to Canada.
There is every indication of the abso-
lute and final determination of the Am-
erican commissioners to uphold the view
of the proper boundary line set out by
the people of Skagway, if the boundary
question is to be retained as one of the
subjects for the action of the joint com-
mission. It has come to that pass in
the negotiations now going on in Lon-
don between Lord Salisbury and Sir
Julian Pauncefote on one side, and Am-
bassador Choate on the other, that the
resuming of the joint commission de-
pends entirely upon the disposition made
of the Alaskan bonndary question.
When the .commission. adjourned ' last
winter it was because the two branehes

.+ A'BARONETS SUICIBE.

His Widow a Daughter of a Citizen of
Toronto.

Toronto, May 19.—(Special)—Lady
Larpent, whose husband, Sir George B.
Larpent, is reported in cable despatches
to have committed suicide, is a daughter
of William Armstrong, of the Priory,
this city. Lady Larpent many years
ago was married to Lieut.-Col. Camden
Lambert, since deceased. She was mar-
ried to Sir George Larpent in 1895. Mr.
Armstrong has received no information
regarding the alleged suicide of his
daughter’s husband.

0L TR S
YEPENTS POPULIST FOLLY.

Topeka, May 19.—Ex-United States
Senator Pfeffer, one of the founders of
the Populist party, and who was for
years considered the chief exponent of
Populism, has returned to the Republi-
can party. Apparently the settlement of
many of the questions which were the
cause of the organization of the old al-
liance contributed to -the change in the
political attitude of Senator Pfeffer.

ROUNDING ON
MR. MARTIN.

Mr. Ludgate’s New Solicitors on
Folly of Reading the
Riot Aect.

From Our Own Correspondent.

Vancouver, May 19.—It is stated that
when Bowser & Godfrey, Mr, Ludgate’s
new solicitors, were hurriedly informed
of Mr. Martin’s wild action on Monday
morning, when Stipendiary Magistrate
Anderson was instructed by the Attor-
ney-General to read the riot act, Mr.
Bowser hastened to the island and told
the men still there who had not been
frightened off by Mr. Martin’s dreadful
threat, to. stay where they were, that
there would be no shooting, and that the
threat was simply a wild. bluff of the
Attorney-General’s. The riot act, he
told them, was read sometimes where
12 Oor more persons were assembled to
riot and commit crime, but it was simply
ridiculous to read it to two or three $2
a day workmen, peaceably oceupied in
cutting trees, the rest of the gang not
being in sight at the time.

The firm of Bowser & Godfrey then
wrote to the Attorney-General stating
that until they were properly stopped by
Writ of ejectment, or injunction, they
would proceed to cut timber next day,
and that if there was any shooting done
it would be the Attorney-General of the
province that would be responsible.

—— 0

A ONE-SIDED BOUT.

Dick O'Brien Stands Fourteen Rounds
of Punishment from the Colored
Boxer,

New York, May 19.—Joe Walcott. the col-
ored boxer, knocked out Dick O'Brien in the
fourteenth round of their fight at the Broad-
way Athletic Club to-night.

Walcott made a heavy concession of
weight to the Lewiston man, and he won
withont having fo take more than half a
dozen panches in return for the scores that
he rained upon his man. Walcott took a
lead with the sound of the gong, an save
for a few seconds in the thirteenth was,
never headed. He sho il
every 3 and. it was only  O’Brién's
wonderful - gtamina and charrcter~to itake:

punishment that s him £ i 3 ::esed .to.the Oape have been stopped at i !
defeat, \_‘_?r_‘ e r?“?f{ “ﬂ.{?r k! e g _ i tinbanece-of the service.

| the. outset
e outse

‘High-Handed  Proced

subject made in
the
ed Press was told to-day that the state-
ment that men arrested at
burg acted under instructions from the
British War Office, was “Too absurd for
refutation.”

TFransvaal here received the
telegram from his Government, dated
Pretoria, May 16th: “Richard Nicholls,
describing himself as Col. Geo. Patter-
son, a Captain Edward J. Tremlett,
Charles Mllis and John
Lieutenants Fries and Hopper,
arrested yesterday morning on the sworn

could come to their assistance.

- BIRMINGHAM “UNIVERSITY.

Pushful Joe Making & Success of This
Latest of His Undertakings.

Birmingham, May 18—The committee
of Birmingham university announced
this evening that the conditions attached
to Mr. Andrew Carnegie’'s offer of
£350,000 to the institution have been ful-
filled, - the subscriptions having reached
£354,500. It was also announced that
Mr, Ghamberlain, who has taken from
a very lively intérest in the
g, had ‘received a letter from
the anonymous donor who had already
- £37,500, _an_additional

— e

?1;, if‘ﬂl@‘W poséd endowment is
inereased "to £300, 0. -

GERMANS.:

luré in> China—

Japan Asked to Help in Their
Expulsion.

Tacoma, May 19—Mail advices by
the Oriental liner Victoria say nearly all
the Tokio journals give publicity to a
rumor to the effect that China has ap-
proached the Japanese Government with
a request for aid to get Germany out of
Shan Tung. The following dispatch was
received by local mandarians from Chin-
an fu, capital of Shan Tung: A large

force of Germans went about 10 days

ago to the village of Kuechiachuang, in
the hills near Kiachou, and forcibly
evicted the inhabitants. When this had

been done, the Germans sét fire to part of
the village and left.

Another force of
Germans in Jih Chao is demanding the

nerson of Ole Hsuh Lin Ts~», who is
ckarged with insulting a Ror ish priest.

Kruger the
Conspirator.

Rebellion Plot Organized by

His Agents to Discredit °
Britjsh League.

Alleged Officers a Serry Look-

ing Lot—Troops for
the Cape.

By Associated Press.

London, May 17.—The impression is

gaining ground here that the alleged
Plot in the _'J.‘ransvaaI;w i3 prepared by
Predident” Kruger's #gende

the South African:I:eague. A represen-
tative of the -Associated Press saw a
number of South Africans connected*
with the leading concerns of Johannes-
burg to-day. They all declared they had
net heard a word from their own agents
at Cape Oolony indicating, they added,
that the affair was, “trumped up by the
Boer police,” and that in any case the
men arrested were irresponsible nobodys
with fictitious™ military titles afixed by
the Boers with the object of discrediting
the British in the eyes of the continental
powers.

to discredit]

A prominent Uitlander said to a repre-

sentative of the Associated Press: “My
own view is that a few, unknown and :ir-
responsible people met together to'discuss
means of defence in case the neceéssity
for such action arose.
acquainted with Johannesburg know
that such precautions
There was the greatest unrest and fer-
ment there when I left, but the state-
ment that there has been a conspiracy
during the past four months and that
the South African League was connect-
ed with it is untrue.
allowed to possess a rifle, yet at every
corner are policemen armed with rifles
and revolvers,
the arrival of the Boer artillery can be
conceived.
the feeling which in 1895 was limited to
the capitalist class has now gone lower
down and has reached the ordinary work-
ing class of shop keepers of Johannes-
burg.”

Those who are

are necessary.

No Uitlander is

The. feeling of alarm on

It is a significant fact that

In response to inquiries on the
Government circles,
correspondent of the Associat-

Johannes-

THE SCHEME OUTLINED.

Londen, May 17.—The consul of the
following

A. Mitchell,
were

declaration of three Englishmen, on a
charge of high treason in connection
with an alleged object of emrollment of

troops to create a revolution, seize Jo-
hannesburg Fort and hold possession of

the town until British troops from Natal
One of
the priseners alleges he was acting under
imstructions from the British War De-
partment.”

It is now believed that Tremlett was
formerly a*captain of volunteers in Q:}pe
Colony and that he is now a mining
agent, Patterson is described as a
butcher and labor agitator; Mitchell is
said to be a stockkeeper; Hooper is
classed as a carpenter; Ellis is alleged
to be a private detective and the occupa-
tion of Fries and Nicholls is unknown.

BRITISH TROOPS MOVING.

New York, May 17—A Lpndo‘n des-
patch to an evening paper says: ‘“Three
batteries of field artillery have been or-
dered to South Africn and will leave
Hagland next Monday. Although the
despatch of troops is part of a plan to
strengthen the British forces in South
Africa the hurry orders under which they
maove makes their departure significant.
Their arrival in Natal will give England
six strong batteries at the particular
point which is easy of access to the

Transvaal. S
_London, May 17.=-The eight regiments

wed s_ngertorlt 1| oad. an: :artillery regiment who::were to |

have left: to-morrow under orders :to

ast: moment,

Sifton Going
~ On the Rack.

—

Public Accounts Committee to
- Probe His Manitoba Elec-
- tion Frauds.

W.m-'l'r‘a‘ée the Money So Gener-

- ously W& :nvNﬂame

va, 19-—The strangely fong
‘deferred first meeting of the public ac-
counts committee was held this morning,
when steps were taken towards probing
some of the many gross scandals in
which the Liberal ministers have al-
ready become involved.

Sir Charles Hibbert Tupper moved
for the presence of Shanks, of Winnipeg,
who was book-keeper to. Mr. Howell,
Q. C., who conductéd the election frauds
cases in Manitoba and to bring‘ along
with him his books, in connection*with
this case. This was carried.

Mr, Taylor moved for acécounts in con-
nection with the expenditures on Rideau
Hall and also that W. J. Christ_ie, of
Winnipeg, attend the committee and give
evilence in connection with his charges
against H. A. Costigan,

Mr. Taylor is also after the expenses
on Government steamers and the ac-
counts for the binder twine contract, the
moneys paid to H. A. Bate & C., of Ot-
tawa, for Yukon supplies.

Mr. Borden asked for some papers eon-
nected with the Drummond County Rail-
way.

There was a motion by Sir Hibbert
Tupper to bring N. F. Hagel, Q. C., bar-
rister, from Vancouver to give his opin-
ion as to how Mr. Howell, of Winnipeg,
conducted ‘the Manitoba election fraud
cases, ol

Mr. Flint gave notice of a motion for
a sub-committee of the public accounts
to look into the differences of opinion
which exists between the Auditor Gen-
eral and departments,

PIKE'S PEAK TO PARIS.

Tesia Studying Out a Great Scheme in
Wireless Telegraphy.

Colorado Springs, May 19.—To-day
Nikola Tesla, the wigard of electricity,
arrived in this city to spend three or
four months’ hard work from. advanta-
geous--situations.. a?.'»‘@" wheight .ranging
from 10,000 to 14,000 'in altitude. He
said: “1 must study the cenditions of
the upper air strata. There are great
laws and principles which I want to
study and command. When I master
these 1 will attempt long distance sig-
nalling. 1 may seud messages from
Pike's Peak to Paris. In these high alti.
tudes there is much to be learned. Elec-
trical conditions are more active than
at lower levels. This air is charged with
electricity. I hope for favorable re-
sults.” An 80-foot steel tower has been
erected on the summit of Pike’s Peak,
which, while disclosing 50,000 square
miles of mountain and plain to the land-
scape tourist, secures Tesla 14,223 feet
altitude,

‘ o—
VANCOUVER ' ' AFFAIRS.

Chinese Reformer Thinks Up a Graft—
A School Superintendent—Drain-
age Improvement.

From Our Own Correspondent.

Vancouver, May 18.—It is reported
that the Chinese merchants of Vancou-
ver, headed by Kang-Yu-Wei, the Chi-
nese reformer, are figuring on a scheme
of gigantic proportions, namely, a com-
bine of Oriental trade in Canada, United
States and Australia. Kang believes
that -five million Chinamen in the two
countries will go into the seheme. Six-
ty million dollars will be subscribed, five
million in Canada. The huge undertak-
ing has its erigin in Vancouver China-
town, Kang supplying the necessary
funds and inspiration. The combine will
invest the funds of all Chinamen wigh-
ing to do business in America and Aas-
tralia and ultimately carry out 'the big
reform schemes of Kang-Yu-Wei.

The criminal case against Theo. Lud-
gate, charged by Attorney-General Mar-
tin with cutting timber on Deadman’s
island, being provincial property, was
dismissed to-day, the Attorney-General
not appearing.

Bobby Gaylor in “MecSorley’s Twins”
drew a large house ‘in Vancouver last
night.

The funeral of Mrs. Sophia Lee, wife
of Mr. H. Lee, took place to-day.

Mr. and Mrs. T. Mitchell of Viectoria
left to-day for England after an absence
of 37 years. Mr. and Mrs. Mitchell
came to British Columbia daring the
gold excitement of 1862.

Mayor Garden and City Engineer
Tracey left to-day for Champaign, III,
to stady the septic system of sewerage
with the probability of introducing it in
Vancouver. At the Mayor’s request the
aldermen pledged themselves not to go
contrary to his expressed views on the
Deadman’s island question during his
absence.

Mr., ¥. M. Cowperthwaite, late pro-
vinecial school inspector, ‘has been ap-
pointed local school superintendent at a
salary of $1,500. There-were six wp-
plications,

— e e

CANADIAN-AUSTRALIAN LINE.

Three Sieamers and Other Property and
" Goed Will Offered as a Job Lot.

Montreal, May 17.—A Star cable from
ndon says: “The liquidation of Mr.
Jas. ‘Huddart's OCanadisn-Australian
steamship company offers for tender in
one lot as a going-concern the steamships
Miowers, Warrimo6 and Aorangi, and
all thebusiness, good will and property
of’ thereompgny.” . .. . . ..: :
Enquiries show: that this is a merely
formal ‘stage in -reconstruetion - of the
company and not likely to affeet the con-

A WOMAN MURDERED.

Four Times Separated From Her Hus-
band in One Year of Married Life.

Montreal, May 19.—(Special)—Mrs.
Colbert Oliviere, wife of Colbert Oliviere,
a pensioner of the United States at
Sorel, was found dead about noon, with
a gash
scissors in  her hand. She had been
married to Oliviere for one year, dur-
ing which the couple parted company
four timee. There is no doubt murder
has been committed.

IMMIGFKANTS IN QUARANTINE.

Smallpox’ Case Left Across. the Atlantic
the ‘Oause of Detention,

on the steamer Carthagenian have been
sent to quarantine. The immigrants
had all been ticketed to the West, when
it was learned that one family had been
left behind at Liverpool, a member suf-
fering from smallpox.

A case of scarlet fever in a child de-
veloped while the immigrants were -at
the railway piers.

DISCOUNTING MINERS STRIKE.

Owners of Slocan Mines Going Slowly
Until Eight Hour Friction Wears
Off.

From Our Own Correspondent.
Vancouver, May 19.—David W. King,
editor of the Kaslo Kootenaian, stated
at Vancouver to-day that the mine own-
ers are determined to adhere to the
terms of their proclamation respecting
the eight-hour law, no matter what ac-
tion the miners may take. The miners’
unjon in Slocan includes some 800 mem-

bers, and probably 1,000 miners will be
affected by the Treduction of working
time and total wages. To guard against
the contingency of a strike the mine
owners are in the meantime doing barely

enough to carry thera along from month
to month,

German Liner
On the Rampage

Fire Discovered Off New York
and Exciting Trip Back

passengers who arrived ‘h&é ye;(érday"
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M(:diation |
~ Put First.

% 255, forehead and a pair of 'Pegce Conference Hopes for

Practical Result in That -
~ Dlrect!on.

Humiane. Rules for Warfare on
and Sea Come
xt in Order.

Disarmament Committee Wil
Deal Only With Devices
45 of Future.:

By Associated Press.

The Hague, May 20.—At the second
meeting of the peace conference to-day
the president, M. De Staal, addressed the
delegates on the subject to come before
them, and the committees were formally
appointed. .They will meet for the first
time on Tuesday. The eight points enum-
erated in Count Muravieff’s circular for
their consideration are as follows:

DISARMAMENT.

The ‘disarmament committee comsider:

First, .the limitation of expenditures.

Second, the prohibition of new fire-
arms.

Third, the limitation of the use of ex-
plosives.

Fourth, the prohibition of the use of
submarine boats.

LAWS OF WARFARE.

The committee on laws of warfare
will discuss:

First, the application of the Geneva
convention to naval warfare.

Second, the neutralization of vessels.
in an engagement, while engaged in sav-
ing shipwrecked men, during and after
naval engagements,

Third, the revision of the declaration of
Brussels of 1874, on the notifications
and customs of war.

ARBITRATION.
The committee on arbitration and medi-
ation will deal with the eight questions

of Count Muravieff’s circular.
The British members of the arbitration

Rams La Bre

etagne ;With Great
Force and* Sinks Two

By Associated Press.

New York, May 18.—With thick smoke
fluttering up- from her forward ventilat-
ors, and the fire signal displayed in her
riggings, the North German Lloyd ocean
liner Barbarogsa put back into port this
afternoon ending a trip which if only of
a few hours’ duration was full of ex it-
ing incidents. The Barbarossa, whicn
carries the United States mails, drew out
of her dock at 11 o’clock this morning,
ocean bound. She carried 500 saljon
and cabin passengers, several hundred
emigrants in the steerage, a crew of 250
and a general cargo of merchandise, in
which were over 5,000 bales of cotton.
She was under command of Captain
Richter and bound for Bremen. There
were many persons of prominence on
the decks of the big steamer as she crept
out of the North river.

Just as the Barbarossa was passing
through the narrows a slight wreath of
smoke was seen curling up from one .f
the forward ventilators. In a short
time it grew in velume and it was dis-
covered came from one of the forward
lower port compartments in which the
bales of cotton were stored. - “Ship- on
fire, want immediate assistance” was in-
stantly run along.

Captain Richter could not put back
because of the narrow channel and had
to steam to a wider part. At last she
was turned about anda headed for port,
and at this the marine observers flashed
the news to the city that the Barbarossa
was on fire. Two fire boats were sént | ¢
down the bay. ‘
The fire boats and all others that ran

alongside offering assistance were told

that the fire could best be fought at the

pier of the steamship in Hoboken. The

Barbarossa ploughed on toward her

dock with the other smaller eraft all

about her. On rounding the battery it

was necessary to slacken speed and to

bhug the New York shore because of the

number of craft in the river.  As soon

as she neared the ferry slips a Christo-

pher street ferry slipped out. The Bar-

barossa had to dodge this and also a

cattle ship. Then appeared the United

States mail boat and an Erie lighter.

The Barbarossa struck the lighter and

sustained a bent prow. This threw her

into the slip.

The side of the vessel struck the end
of pier 41 throwing the bow into the
french liner La Bretagne. She struczk
with such force that Le Bretagne was
stove in. ' She was rammed so hard that
ull of the gangways and freight skids
were smashed into splinters. Her prow
was run through the barge Foster, sipk-
ing that boat immediately and ramming
the barge Le Roi so badly that shé sank
within a short time.

The Barbarossa was hauled off, and
still burning fiercely below deck,-taken
across the river to her dock in Hoboken.
The cotton laden compartment was
flooded and at 9 o’clock to-night the fire
was extinguished. All of her passen-
gers had been put off. No estimate has
been mude of the damage done the Bar-
barossa’s cargo as it is not known how
much of the cotton was burned, although
all of it is watersoaked. An enormous
quantity of cereals was in the hold near
the compartment in whieh the cotton
was and it is thought suffered.

It is believed the Barbarossa will be
put in shape for sailing on Saturday.
The damage to La Bretagne is heavy. A
wedge-shaped gap appears six or. eight.
feet wide on the deck and tapers down
i below thie water line.

i

1

1

now
and arbitration will have the chief place
in the work of the conference.

Fifteen

the concession of :
stroyed by fire and three young children
burned to death.

made,
John Costigan, who has recently gone
over to the government side of the house,.

committee are Messrs. Pauncefote and
Howard. It was learned during the day
that M. De Staal placed the question of
nrediation i arbitral:'ion in the fore-
Tront during’ his speec

Thed-hu;emoa “of the laws of warfare,
tfendering war ‘as humane as possible by
the extension of ‘the regulations already
existing was then touched upon by the
president, and he relegated the question
of the reduction of armaments to the
third place. This modifies the order in
which the three points were placed in
the circular of the Russian minister of
foreign affairs, Count Muravieff, but it
has the merit of responding more closely
to the views of the delegates, and it is
considered certain that mediation

Further, the opinion js unanimously ex-

pressed that the American and British
delegates will take the most important
part in the study of this question.
conference decided to-day that all dele-
gates, including the technical representa-
tives, are to participate in the sittings
and join in the discussions.

The

The date of the next sitting has not

vet been fixed. It depends upon the prog-
ress which will be made by the commit-
tees.

M. De Staal announces to-day that the

government of the Netherlands would
give a fete on June 16, in honor of the
conference.

HOODOO ON QhEBEC‘ COUNTY.

Violent Deaths in Beauce
Recorded Within a Month.

Montreal, May 19.—(Special)—The

county of Beauce has been the scene of
an extraordinary number of fires, drown-

ngs and accidents of various sorts ye-

cently.

Last Thursday one of the houses in
Hampton was de-

At St. Theophile four adults and one

child were burned to death in a house

1t mid-day. L5
Madame Clouthier, who is now ¢on-

fined in an insane asylum, burned to
death her four children.

At St, ‘Frederick an insane man threw
iimself into a burning barn. i
About fifteen days ago the charred re-
niains of two men were found in the

ashes of a sugar cabin at St. George de
Beauce.

About three weeks ago the 5-year-old

child of M. P. Beaudin, of Scott, was
drowned in the Chaudiere

At Ste. Marie the body of Charles Bar-

beau was found buried in a sewer.

All these fatalities in Beauce have

taken place in less than a month.

MANITOBA AND NORTHWEST.

Side Light on Mr. Costigan’s Conversion

—Coal Company Manager Resigns
—A Visiting Preacher.

Winnipeg, May 20.—(Special)-Mr. W.

J. Christie, ex-deputy collector here was
seen to-day in reference to the report
that he had been called to give evidence
before a committee «of the House of
Commons in regard to inland revenue
matters.
not yet received notification of it, but

Mr. Christie said that he had

was ready to give evidence and could
substantiate every charge that had been
Mr, H. A. Costigan, son of Hon.

figures in the matter to be dealt with by
Mr. Christie.

Sir William Van Horne, president of
the C. P. R., left . for Montreal' this:
moining, : :

W. D. Barclay has resigned his posi-
tion as manager of the Alberta Railway
and Coal Company at Lethbridge and
will take a positioin with Foley Bros.,.
railway contractors of ‘St. Paul.

Rev. Mr. Eby of Vancouver, en route-
Bast, will preach in Grace church to-
IMOrrow.




