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WORK 0N THE STIINE

Return of Engineer Roy Who Ae-
companied Mr. Coste the Chief
Engineer to Glenora.

Comparatively Little Work Has te
Be Done to Improve the Can-
adian Route.

Mr. J. R: Roy, resident Dominion gov-
ernment engineer, returned last evening
from Glenora, to which point he accom~
panied Mr. Louis Coste, chief engineer
of the public works department, who is
on his way to Dawson to examine and
report on the all-Canadian route. To-
gether the engineers made an examin-
ation of the Stikine river and laid out
the plans for the improvement of the
channel. He says that having heard so
much about the difliculty of navigating
the Stikine he 'was surprised to find such
a fine body of water. tJ is his opinion
from what he saw and learned that
steamers drawing not more than 30 to
34 inches of water and having powerful
engines can navigate the river six months
in the year. The only trouble experienc-
ed this year was by steamers, the en-
gines of which were mot powerful
enough, the other vessels making the trip
without any -difficulty.

Not much work, comparatively speak-
ing, Mr. -Roy says, is necessary to im-
prove thé river. The snag boat Samson
has been put to work and although not
as good as she might be, is rendering
good  service, ¢learing the river of snags
and other obstructions. She was only

able to go us as far as the 75-mile post
but above that work will be carried on

with large Indian canoes. The foreman|

was sent up with two canoes and eight
Indians and will blow out the roots and
trees with dynamite. Other work to be
done consists of removing the piles of
driftwood and cutting away the over
hanging trees. Above the canyon there
is very little work to be done. There
are a few shallow places in the river,
Mr. Roy says, but these can be dredged
without any difficulty if it is found ne-
cessary to do so.

Mr. Roy ereeted at either entrance to
the ecanyon signals which have been
placed in charge of two men, and will
be used to advise the captains of ap-
proaching steamers, which one is to be
given the right of way.

The wagen road, Mr. Roy says, has
been completed from Glenora to Tele-
graph Creek and about four miles be-
yond and the Hudson’s Bay company
were about to commence work on the
pack trail. 'There is a great scarcity of
pack animals at Glenora, causing con-
siderable delay to the large number of
men who have reached that point with
their outfits. :

GOLD AND BLOOD.

Many .years ago I knew a man who ex-
pended a great part of a large fortune
in buying gold, in coin and in bars. This
he melted, and with human blood and
other unique ingredients, labored secret-
ly to prepare a mixture that should ar-

rest all disease, renew vitality, and pro-
long life indfinitely. I need hardly say
that he had failed. Not only did he fail,
but one day an explosion took place in
his laboratory, which destroyed the fruits
of his toil and left him senseless and
badly wounded amid the wreck. The
]rvst of his days were passed in an’ asy-
um. B

Yet he was not thefirst man who tried
that same experiment, not by thousands.
To find the elixir of life was one of the
main purposes of the science of alchemy,
the barbaric ancestor of the modern
science of chemistry. But all that is now
discredited. No doctor or student of
healing even pretends to possess or to
seek an essence of life. -

What is undertaken, however, and
successfully, is to ascertain the truth
about Nature’s functions and to help-her
perform them when they are impeded by
disease, :

elllustrations of what can be done on
this line are plentiful. Here is one:
“Twelve years ago,”” says® Mrs. Eliz1
Matcham, of Armitage House, Sutton-
on-Hull, “I had an attack of rheumatic
fever.' At the same time I had a bad
taste in the mouth, poor appetite and
pain and weight at the chest after eating.
I frequently spat up a quantity of greasy,
fatty matter. Later I was afflicted with
rheumatism in my hands and feet. Then
I fell into a state of debitity which con-
tinued year after year. I spent a great
deal of money in doctoring, all to no pur-
pose. Finally I was induced to try your
medicine. In a.  short time my food
agreed with me, the sickness ceased, T
grew stronger, and the rheumatism by
degrees abated. Now by taking your
remedy occasionally, I keep in_ good
health. (Sll%d) Mrs. Eliza Matchan,,
June 2nd, 2
- “For some time previous to 1887,”
writes aqot.her, “I was troubled with di-
gestive disorder. In the autumn of that
year- (1887) I got a severe cold which
brought on rheumatism and lumbago. L

great pain in the back and also in
the joints. _I_consulbed a doctor who
gave me medlcn;es and advised me to go
to Buxto_n. I did so, but I am bound to
say obtained little benefit from it.

‘In January, 1888, I had another at-
tack of rheumatic fever ‘which brought
me down into a very low and feeble con-
dlggnn.nlt!';‘grbdzy: and daysltogether I
was. .eat or sleep. It was only
by hardship and pain that I got about at
all. ‘Whilst on a visit to Little Down-
ham, Cambridgeshire, some friends told
me of the medicine furnished by you. 1
used it, and soon found relief, and gain-
ed strength. Cheered up and encouraged
- by this I continued taking it, and now.
by an occasional dose, I kept wholly free
frem rhenmatism “and other troubles.
(Signed) Philip Hopkin, 20, Maude
street, Grimsby, November 14th, 1833.”

The eccentric man alluded to in the
first part of this article failed to cure any
digease with his odd brew. It was cost-
1y, too, as I said. Blood is cheap enough,
but bars of "gold come high. He was a
fanatic and a fool.

But here we have two. instances in
which r‘hgumatism, 4 common and «en-
gerous alhnen_t, was cured by Mother
Seigel’s Curative Syrup, a remedy made
not from blood and gold, but from the
healing herbs of the fields and forests.
And why was it cured thus so speedily
and with such seeming ease? Because
rheumatism is not a disease of itself, but
a symptom of indigestion and dyspepsia.
lj: is this universal plague that the
Syrup scatters and drives away, its
children following after. Thus we keep
eur blood in our veins and our gold—if
we have any—in our pockets. -

The oyster is one of the strongest of
creatures and the force uired to open
it is more than 7,300 times its own weight.

A horse will eat in a year nine times his

own weight, a sow nifle times, an ox'six|.

times, and a shéep six times.

SECRET CIRCULAR POLICY.

Dr. Borden’s Transaction as to  Yukon
Supplies Further Criticized.

y (Toronto Mail and Empire.)

In such a comparatively small trans-
action as the provisioning of the militia
sent to the Yukon, it might be sup-
posed that the government could be
trusted to take a straightforward course.
But the benefit of every doubt on that
point vanishes now that the facts have
leaked out. - On this piece of business
we find all the finger marks of the party
dolesman. Instead of throwing the con-

minister of militia say that circulars
were privately distributed to party
friends in the outfitting business, in-
viting them to make an offer to furnish
the goods-designated. Precautions were
taken to prevent these offers from being
competitive, as no two persons were in-
vited to quote for the same lot or class
of goods. Thus, so far from being set-
tled by public tender, the business was
not even opened to private tender am-
ong the party favorites who _necelve_ed
circulars. Each put in_ his solitary bid
for the parcel on which he was asked
to name his own terms what was thus
ticketed for him in advance. This
scheme of placing orders. for military
supplies on a basis of party allotment
will scarcely suit the public, who have
to pay the bill, as well as would a gen-
eral call for tenders. Of the $33.000
spent for the articles purchased throug’h
the medium of the miltia department’s
private circular, five or six thousand
dollars would probably have been saved
had the government, instead of keeping
the affair a secret among a few of its
friends, given it the widest publicity,
and awarded the contracts to- those
tenders were the lowest. . Mr. Borden
excuses himself for substituting the se-
cret circular system for the tender sys-
tem in one breath that there was not
time to advertise for tenders, and that
there was so much time that it was real-
ly not mecessary to so advertise, seeing
that the public had become thoroughly
advised as to the contemplated purchase
through the newspapers. This sorry ex-
planation is no better than nothing at
all to veil the real nature of the traps-
action, and, evidently feeling that it was,
the minister at last bluntly Qeclared that
nothing would give him greater
pleastre than to let contracts to his
political friends, provided prices and
quality were suitable. If the saving
clause as to prices and quality were
omitted this statement would have made
a clean breast of the minister’s obliquity
in the interests of his party at the ex-
pense of his country. Dr. Borden tries
to parry the grave implication that by his
secret circular mode of buying he waste-
fully and wrongfully expended public
money for the benefit of party friends by
stating that the goods were purchased at
a much lower cost than they could be
got for now. The minister must feel
that he is in a tight corner when he falls
back on such silly defences as th_ls, and
that other as to newspaper publicity and
there being no time for tenders. We may
well hope that his extravagance did not
go the length of paying his friends sev-
eral months ago the prices that now rule
for provisions. Since he purchased the
Yukon supplies the price of wheat, flour,
and nearly every variety of food-stuff
has made a startling advance, amounting
in some cases to a hundred per cent. Yet
he seems to think we ought to be thank-
ful that he stopped short of paying his
friends the war prices of to-day in that
time of peace and moderate market val-
ues. The question is not ®ow much high-
er are the prices he paid then, but how
much higher are the prices he actually
paid than those he could have got the
goods for if he had left partyism out of
the question, and, like an honest steward,
referred the matter to ténder. But he
stuck to his friends, shouldered the cost
of the favoritism on the country, and in-
cidentally boycotted Toronto, which
stands, if not at the head, in the front
rank of the outfitting cities of the Domin-
ion. Similarly, he boycotted Canadian
transportation .channels, preferring to
ship these supplies _by American railways,
Ameqcan steamships, and by way of an
American port. And some of the party
| friends to whom he gave the contraets
appear to have been agents of Chicago
packing-houses, as one of the latter
boasts of having capturéd a large order
for meats for the troops.” Singularly
enough, too, the minister avers that his
choice of American routes was the out-
come of tendering. That is, he would
have us believe that he had time to ask
tenders for the transportation of the
supplied, but not for their purchase. Mr.
Sifton himself might well admire Dr.
Borden’s course and public statements
in regard to the Yukon commissariat,

WHY IT IS “MORRO” CASTLE.

A Type of Fortification, Not a Proper
Name.

‘““Morro” castle at Havana, at San Juan
in Porto Rico and again at éantlago prove
a_bit confusi to the average reader. The
New York Tribune explains that ‘‘morro’
is not a proper name at all, but merely a
word to denote a certain type of fortifi-
cation. THe Spanish definition of the word
€xpresses its meaning quaintly, but fully,
as follows: ‘‘Cualquier cosa redonda, cuya

ra sea semejante la de cabeza.” (Any-
thing which is round, the form of which
resembles that of the head.) From this
8 point ‘“‘morro” came to mean any
hill or small, round promontory.

In a compilation of ‘‘the laws of the
‘I‘ndles" the followlclﬁ direction is given.

Yoy The alcaldes (military gover-
nors) shall place sentinels, who shall stand
guard in the ordinary manmer . . . ,up-
on the highest ‘part of each fortified place
—upon the morro, if there be one, or upon
tl’le c:owe; of th:o {gr&ess—and (lin all other

laces whenece e sea and land ma;
e, .

n the development o e word’s mean-
lnﬁ it came , also to indicate any scra
hill or cliff which should serve as a gum
to navigators on the coast. A “morro”
which came into public notice a few years
ago 18 that of Arica, Chile. It is a pro-
montory situated at the southern extrem-
ity of the harbor of Arica. The towering
mass of rock rises almost Ferpendlcularly
to a height of about 800 feet above the
sea. Its summit forms a beautiful plateau,
upon which stands a strong battery of
heavy-caliber guns.  Upon this “morro,”
on'June 7,/1880, the Peruvian army, or gar-
rison, under _(iolonel - Bolognesi, made ‘a
desperate attempt to' resist the Chilean
fcrces under Colonel Don Pedre Lagos. But
the latter troop were victorious, and' suc-
ceeded in taking by main force not only|
the fortifications of the ‘‘morro,” but also
the city of Arica. The attack was so well
conducted that it uired only 45 minutes
to gain possession of the ‘‘morro.”

The term *“‘morro” is also applied to a
part of the district of Arica near the pro-
montory. Among other localities which
bear the name  “morro’” are a canal and
village on the coast of Esuador, a munici-
pality in Venezuela, the Morro Ingles, a
point on the bay of Guaymas, Mexico, and.
the Morro Velho, one of the -richest gold
mines in Brazil. :

The birth certificate of the late Duc de
Bn‘s‘sano is a striking document. The name
is N‘gpoleon Hugues Josegh Maret de Bas-
sano,” the date being ‘6 Thermidor an XI.
de la _Republigne.”  The two names ap-
P‘ended were the sufficiently historical

Premier Consul and Mme. Josephine Bona-
parte, nee Teacher de la Pagerie.” The
first toys of the Duke were given to him
by Napoleon I., of whom, as a boy, he was
in mortal terror.

I

Accdrding to Nilsson, the zoologist, the

;;elg;ni O%f) tll:g unG&-eenland wallmle lsg{OO tons,

8,  or equ

el%wmnts, or 440 bearseq Sl

‘ithin the Antarctic circle there has
nosv&rﬂzieg' found a ﬂow%rlng plant.

owers are
better than any othel-:.‘li et ariad iy

tracts for supplies open to tender, the|.

A FIGHT FOR FREEDOM

Sucecinet History ef the Rebellion
Which Will Soon Make Cuba
Independent.

Spain Violated Previous Promises
snd Offers of Reforms There-
fore Not Entertained.

‘ On February 21, 1893, an insurrection
broke out in three of Cuba’s provinces.
The rising had been planned long before-
hand, and it was arranged to take place in

all provinces simultaneously, but. was pre-
vented in half of them by several causes—
the delay of the local insurgent leaders,
the non-arrival of the expected arms, the
discovery of tne plot by the government
and other reasons. The insurrection took
place in Matanzas, Santa Clara and San-
tiago, but Pinar del Rio, Havana and Puer-
to Principe did not rise. Nevertheless this
rising of February 24, 1895, was destined
to differ widely from all the rebellions in
Cuba which preceded it. 1t was not a re-
volt, it was a revolution.

Ever since the close of the rebellion of
1868-78 the. Cuban chiefs had been prepar-
ing for another insurrection. Spain bad re-
fused to grant the reforms which had been

eaders with Campos, the governor-general
of Cuba, at Zanjon, in ¥ebruary, 1878. It
granted some of them. Slavery was abol-
ished, and a concession was made to Cuba
in the direction of self-government. The
latter, however, was only the shadow of
the reform which was promised, and both
these concessions were long delayed. But
if Spain had granted all the reforms which
had been pledged and had granted them
inrmediately the revolution would have
been merely postponed and not averted.

Aside from these conditions, all the
abuses which existed before the rebellion
of 1868-78 existed at the beginning of 1895,
and some of them had grown worse. The
debt fastened on Cuba by Spain was $200,-
000,000, which was about $125 for each
man, woman and child in the island. The
tariff and internal taxes saddled upon
Cuba bore upon her populace with .a
weight undreamed of by the people of the
United States in the height of the - war
uxatllo:lx of 1861}85'tedTl¥e sextiortku}:h atli"d
im tions perpetra y Spain Wi e
obm of raising a revenue in the island
seemed incredible to the average outsider.
Coupled with these outrages there  were
an fnsolence, a corruption and a general
shiftlessness and incapability on the part
of ‘the Spanish officials which lnsP réd
among the Cubans contempt as well as
lmtreg. The colonial system of the 17th
century, under which colonies existed for
the sole benefit of the mother country, re-
gardless of the colonists’ welfare or wishes
--a system which had been discarded by
every other civilized nation on the globe—
was in practice in Cuba with all the rigors
and brutality of 200 years ago, when the
Cu]ians, in 1895, raised the banner of re-
volt.

This was the situation at the outbreak
of the present revolution. The date of the
rising, which was postponed once or twice
on account of unforeseen obstacles, was at
last fixed for February 24, 1895, and ‘it
was to occur in all the provinces simul-
taneously; but, for reasons mentioned ear-
lier in this article, it took place in only
three of them—Santiago, Santa Clara and
Matanzas—though it spread into the other
three subseguently. Several times within
the first 12 months the insurgents made
forays to a point close te the gates of the
city of Havana. These were for the pur-
pose of impressing the American people
with the revolutionists’ strenﬁth and of
securing a recognization of belligerency by
the United States. : :

Sunday, the 24th of February, 1895, the
manner of freedom was raised in Cuba, and
this time it was destined to stay raised.
Manuel Garcia, a chieftain of the previous
war, gave the signal for revolt, in -
zas, but was betrayed and killed. Other
bands of insurgents, however, uniting with
Garcia’s mepn, fled to the mountains and
became the nucleus of the rebel parties
which collected from all quarters of the
province. A planter named Brooks, who
was subsequently killed, headed the largest
of the bands, in Santiago province, which
rose on the 24th. These and a few scdt-

which appeared in Santa
Clara province constituted the rebels who
took the field on that fateful February
Sunday. Nearly all fled to the swamps or
mountains immediately, so as to consoli-
date, organize and form plans of campaign.
hey grew rapidly in numbers in the firs
few weeks. At some points the govern-
ment troops attacked and chased the in-
sargents, but these, in most instances, eas-
ily eluded their enemies. Occasionaily de-
sertions would take place from the gov-
|- ernment trooxs, chiefly the militia, to the
insurgents. t one point in Santiago pro-
vince, in the spring of 1895, the greater
part of a force of 500 of these soldiers went
over in a body, carrying their arms and
ammunition  with them.  Early in March
there were about 5,000 insurgents in the
field in the three provinces named, and
these made raids on. plantations of Span-
iards, capturipg. cattle, horses, food, and
sometimes extorting money. Before the
Spanish government, with all its elaborate
sgstem or espionage, and notwithstandin,
the revelations made to it by Cuban trai-
tors, could fmsg the situation, it had a
rebellion on its hands which was far more
extended and formidable than any of the
previous insurrections.

Abo’ut 18715)15 the Cu!ﬁn chiefs oil the f10

ars’ war began making preparations for
gene_w confifct. In 1890 the preperations
took plactical shape by the organization of
revolutionary clubs in various countries on
this continent, but particularly in the
United States. The most active spirit 'in
this work from 1890 onward was Jose Mar-
ti, who, as a youth, was put in chains by
the Spaniards near the end of the war of
1868-1878 for sympathy with the Cuban re-
bels expressed in some newspaper writ-
ings attributed to- him. At the beginning
of 1895 the number of these clubs in the

United States, Mexico, Cuba and Central
and South America was estimated at over
150. The clubs collected war subscriptions.
bought arms, some of which were stored
in the fastnesses of the insurgents in the
10 years’ war; enrolled and drilled volun-
teers, and set out intelligently and syste-
matically to correct the wmistakes of the
carlies revolts, and to ‘organize a.rising
which would bring success. It was figured
that at the end of 1894 the Cuban rcyolu-
tionary clubs had in their possession a war
fund of fully $1,000,000, and arms, some
of which were secreted
men, part of which arms were of the best
modern make.

All that the insurgents now needed was
leaders and an intelligent plan-of harmoni-
ous action. The former they soon got, and
these quickly devised tbe latter. Antonio

aceo, the most dashing of the rebel chief-
tains of the 10 years’ war, landed in Cuba
on March 31, a little over a month after
the rising took place, and with him were
his brother, Jose Maceo, Frank Agramonte,
Flor Crombet, one of Antonio Maceo's old
companions in ‘arms, a few otler .veterans
and about 100 younger volunteers.  They
arrived with an expedition from  Costa
Rica, and brought with the#a a quantity of
rifles and some cannon. K Maximo Gomes,
the commander in.the latter part «f the
war of , landed on April 13, with an
expedition of 100 men from Hayti, one of
whom was Jose Marti. the chief organizer
of the present rebellion, and most of their
companions were veterans of Gomez’ earlier
struggle. About the time of Gomez’ arrival
a provisional government was formed by
the insurgents, with Palm% as president,
Jose Marti as secretary-general and diplo-
matic representative abroad, and Gomez as
general-in-chief. = Antonio Maceo was sub-
sequently made second in command, with
the rank of lieutenant-general.

THE SPANISH FORCES.

A glance will now be taken at “the
Spanish forces. At the time the rebellion
began Calleja was captain-general : of
Cuba and commander of Spain’s army on
the island. Calleja had 9,000 troops ca-
pable of taking the field, though on paper,
the number on the island was estimated
at 24,000. From Porto Rico 2,000 troops
were shipped to Cuba early in March,
7,000 were sent from Spain and 5,000
volunteers were raised on the island.
Calleja, at his own request, was remov-
ed from the post of captain-general, and
Campos, who commanded the island dur-
j_ng the latter part of the war of 1868-
78, was put in his place. Campos’ work,
in inducing the rebels to surrender in

wards 20,000 additional

romised at the meeting of the insurgent}

1878 by the tppaty of Zanjon, in that
year, gave him great prestige 10 Spain,
and his comparative mildness in conduct-
ing that war had won him the regard of
his old foes. Campos arrived in Havana
on ‘April 14, 1895. A few days after-
troops lta?ded
from Spain. The 7,000 troops sent from
Spain in March and the 20,000 in April
were the beginning of the inflowing
stream of soldiers which continued, with
short intervals, for the next three years,
the last contingent arrived about the mid-
dle of April, 1898, a few days before the
beginning of the blockade of Cuba by tl‘m
American navy. Including the troops in
the island at the beginning of the rebel-
lion, Spain sent 245,000 soldiers to Cub
from early in March, 1895, to the time
in which its ports were shut up by Am-
erican ships. It is estimated that the
number of Spanish troops in the island
now is 95,000, about 60, of whom are
outside of the hospitals and fit for duty.
Thus 150,000 have died from Ilnsurgent
bullets, the machete or from disease, or
have been shipped back to Spain physi-
cally wrecked. Equally unfortunate
were Spain’s commanders. Calleja was
displaced by Campos on April 14, 1895;
Campos gave way to Weyler on Febru-
ary 10, 1896, and Weyler, through the
préssure of the American government,
was removed October 2, 1897, qnd BRlan-
¢o put in his place on October 30. It is
estimated that the rebellion, up to the
beginning of Blanco’s service, six months
ago, cost Spain $230,000,000. .

Campos, immediately after arriving in
Cuba, began vigorous work to restore
peace. He carried the olive branch in
one hand and the sword in the other. Re-
forms on the line of those promised in
the treaty of Zanjon of 1878, but not
carried out by the Spanish cortes, were
pledged, and new concessions were of-
fered. Pardon, too, was extended to all
the insurgents who would lay dewn their
arms, except to the leaders. If those
terms were rejected the campaign was to
be pushed actigely along the whole line,
and the rebellion crushed. Neither
threats nor blandishments availed, and
the great pacificator met with rebuffs and
reverses from the start. Nearly all the
rebels. were in the eastern. provinces of
the island when Campos arrived—in San-
tiago, Puerto Principe and Santa Clara—
but during the rainy season, in the sum-
mer and early fall of 1895; the insurgents
worked their way into the provinces of
Matanzas, Hlavana and Pinar del Rio,
making a demonstration in the outskirts
of the city of Havana in December of
that year. Fights, except in the rainy
season, were of almost daily occurrence
somewhere in the island, but most of
them were skirmishes of a few dozen or
a few score combatants, and had no per-
ceptible effect one way or the other. Dur-
ing that year and ever since the insuf-
gents often received reinforcements of
men and supplies of munitions of war
from the outside world, principally from
the United States, although the United
States had several vessels constéintly on
the Jookout to head off filibusters. All
the important Cuban ports were in th2
Spaniards’ hands from the beginning,
but the 1,500 miles of ceast could not be
guarded by Spain’s few and inefficient
vessels, and. scores of landing-places were
found by the filibusters, which were not
marked on the ordinary maps; but which
were well known to the insurgents, and
convenient for them.

HEAVY FIGHTING.

Some heavy fighting was done in the
province of Santiago, in May, 1895. The
two Maceos, with 1,200 men, surrounded
and almost annihilated 400 Spaniards,
near Guantanamo, on May 14. An es-
cort of 600 Spaniards accompanying a
provision train to Bayamo were dispers-
ed by 800 insurgents on May 15, and
their train captured. May 19, near Dos
Rios, Jose Marti, with 50 men, was de-
coyed into a narrow ravine by a traitor.
Colonel Sandoval, with 800 Spaniards,
was led to the spot, and, in attempting
to cut their way out, Marti and nearly
all his men were killed. Gomez, -with
700 cavalry, arrived on the scene just
as Marti was killed, and he, too, was
defeated. Flor Crombet, one of the chief-
tains of the 10 years’ war, was killed
near Palmerito five weeks before Marti,
on April 13.—He commanded 300 men,
part of Maceo’s force, and was sur-
rounded by 2,500 Spaniardsh His loss,
like that of Marti, was due to treachery,
through a different form, as Crombet
was killed by one of his own men, who
escaped in the fight, but was caught
afterward by Maceo and hanged. The
loss of Crombet and Marti was the se-
verest blow dealt to the insurgents until
ilégskilling of Maceo on December 4,

During the rainy season of 1895 the
insurgents pushed their way westward,
gaining a few victories, and meeting
with some defeats in Puerto Principe,
Santa Clara and Matanzas. Novem-
ber 17 Maceo, near the city of Santa
Clara, in the province of that name, with
a force of 1,700 men, defeated General
Navarro, who had 2,800 men, and Go-
mez on the 1! and 20th of that month,
with 3,000 men, vanquished 4,000 Spanr
iards not far fronf the same place. The
latter was fhe heaviest and most im-
portant battle of/1895, except the one
fought on December 23, in which Cam-

s himself was defeated. Pushed stead-
ily backward by the advancing rebels
under  Gomez, Campos made a stand
on that day at Coliseo; in the province|
of Matanzas, with a force estimated at
10,000. Gomez’ army was said to num-
ber 700. At first the Spaniards were
successful, but, on the arrival of 1,500
insurgents while the battle was in pro-
gress, Gomez charged the Spaniards, set
fire to a canefield in which the Spani-
ards attempted to make a flank attack,
and drove them from the field and into
Havana province. This fight of Decem-
ber 23, 1895, was the largest and most
important battle of the Cuban war thus
far. It gave the insurgents a free en-
try into the more western proyinces,
them to carry the war for a few days
the gates of the city of Havana, created
a panic in that place, and was the chief
cause of the removal of Campos and
the placing of Weyler in command.

The year 1896 opened hopefully for
the insurgents. The residents of the city
of Havana were startled by the report of
Gomez’ cannon shortly after the defeat
of Campos, and were terrified by the
light of buraing houses belonging te loy-'
alists, whi Gomez’ men had fired.
Gomez and Maceo captured large quan-
tities of arms in Havana and Pinar del|
Rio provinces early in January, 1896,
and successes incited a strong
movement in the United States to grant
the insurgents belligerent rights, but this
was opposed by President Cleveland, as
it was subsequently by President Mec-
Kinley.

A new and far more barbarous as-
pect was given to the war on the Spanj
ish side after the arrival of Weyler, who
succeeded Campos, ‘“Popular opinion”,
said Campos, just after his removal,
“believes. that a mild policy should not
be continued with the enemy, while I be-
lieve that it should be. These are the
questions of conscience.” The “mild
policy” ended wher Campos left the is-

land. Weyler reached ~Havana from | e

Spain on February 10, 1896, and 18,000
troops - arrived soon afterward. The
-Spanish forces on the island then num-
bered 130,000, with 80,000° volunteers
raised in the island. Tt was estimated,
however, that 40,000 of the ragulars
were unfit  for duty.. Tle insurgent
forces at the beginmicg of 1896 were
zgt 22 igzres rangiag from 25,000 to

y ¢

On February 17 Weyler issued two
proclamations. One of these enumer-
ated certain classes of effences for which
a penalty of life imprisonment or death
‘was attached. The other required all
the inhabitants of the provinces of San-
tiago and Puerto Principe and the dis-
trict of Sancti Spiritus to go to the army
fieadquarters and get documents prov-
ing their identity, forbade any person
from going into the country without a
pass from a military commandant, and
revoked all the permits previously given.
This was the beginning of a series of
decrees which established the barbar-
ous concentration and starvation policy
that awakened the world’s indignation,
provoked the wrath of the United States,
caused the pressure by President Mec-
Kinley on the Madrid government
which forced Weyler's downfall, and cre-
ated the public sentiment in the United
States which has resulted in interven-
tion.

WEYLER'S TROCHA.

Weyler's first important military act
was to establish a trocha, which was
a line of obstruction and defence strtch-
ed across the island from north to south,
both running north and south, but Cam-
pos had/established two trochas, meither
appeared so formidable as Weyler's or
was relied on, both in Madrid and Ha-
vana, to accomplish so much. One coin-
incided closely with the boundary be-
tween the provinces of Santiago and
Puerto Principe, and the other was close
to the line separating Puerto Principe
from Santa Clara. The first was in-
tended to isolate the rebels and conr
fine them to Santiago, Cuba’s eastern-
most province. The second was desig-
nated to keep the rebels who had crossed
from Santiago into Puerto Primc_ ipe,
from getting into Santa Clara %ovmce.
Neither barrier was effective. eyler’s
trocha was in the western end of the
island, and ~extended from Majana to
Mariel, near the dividing line between
the provinces of Havana and Pinar del
Rio. This trocha, which was establish-
ed in the latter part of March, 1896,
was for the purpose of preventing a
junction between Maceo and Gomez, Ma-
ceo being in Pinar del Rio at the time,
and Gomez and the main body ef the
insurgents being in the provinces east
of that line. Between Majana and Ma-
riel island is at its narrowest, or
less than 30 miles wide. Blockhouses,
small forts and earthworks were erected
at the intersections of roads, barbed wire
in lines eight or ten feet high, were
stretched across the fields. and at im-
portant strategic points were trenches
and batteries of artillery, with 1,000 or
1,500 men,”all the post being in com-
munication *with each other. About

,000 men were stationed along the
trocha, and 10,000 more troops divided
into bodies of from 1,000 to 2,500, prin-
cipally cavalry, scoured the province ot
Pinar del Rio.

Weyler’s - trocha, however, was not
much of an obstruction. Bands of Ma-
ceo’s men crossed it backward and for-
ward several times, and some of Gomez’
immediate command- did this more than
once. -Maceo on April 11, 1896,' with
3,000 men, crushed one of Weyler's col-
umns which was in search of him.
many Spaniards were tied up defending
the trocha and looking for Maceo that
Gomez and the other ‘chiefs east of that
barrier had practically a free hand for
the large part of 1896, gained many vic-
tories and were in virtual control of
three-fourths of Cuba outside of the
seaports and a few important interior
cities. Gomez won a battle at Najasa,
in Puerto Principe, on July 9-11, after
a 50 hours’ fight. Alternate victories
and defeats for the insurgents in_ the
central proyvinces occurred throughout
the latter half of 1896, the victories
largely predominating, howevyer.

Weyler's chief efforts were made to
capture Maceo, who was shut up in the
western province, ar l.del 0, &
after the defeat of seve of his" com-
manders, he took the field in person in
October, 1896. In a series of attacks on
Maceo’s fortified positions in the moun-
tains, beginning on November 11, the
Spaniards were repulsed. Weyler retir-
ed tq Havana, and the inhabitants of
that city were disheartened, especially as
bands from Gomez’ command raided Ha-
vana province up to the city’s gates.

Something occurred now te give joy,
although the joy was but mognentary, to
Havana and Madrid. This was the
death of Antonio Maceo. On December
4, 1896, Maceo, with his staff and a
small force, crossed the trocha for a
conference with Gomez. Near Punta
Brava Maceo’s force was ambushed—
through the treachery of one of his men,
it was said, at the time—and 40 of the
force were killed, including Maceo.
‘There was rejoicing in Weyler’s camp
and throughout Spain when t.he news of
the death of the Cuban Phil Sheridan
was reported. i i

The slaying of Maceo, however, made
no physical change in the fortunes of the
belligerents. General Ruiz Rivera, a vet-
eran chieftain,, succeed_ ed Maceo, _and
carried on the cam on Maceo’s lines.
He harassed the Spaniafis, occasionally
destroyed forts along the trecha by dyna-
mite, and evaded pitched battles with the
more numerous bodies of troops - sent
against him, but was captured on March
28, 1897. On the east side of the trocha
Gomez and the other insurgent leaders
kept up their forays into and through
Havana province to the end of the year.
Despite Weyler's prociamations from
time to time that the central provinces
were “pacified” the rebels were stronger
and more confident at the close of 1396
than they had ever been before.

The year 1897 opened hopefully for the
Cubans. At the same time Weyler's
forces showed considerable vigor during
the early months, intending to end the
rebellion before the rainy season began,
if possible. Campos had said about this
time, in an interview in Spain, that un-
less the rebellion was soon crushed, the
Uniﬁd Smb%s woul(:hi:teryenq. A dte.;xhre
for intervention or recognition o e
insurgents as belligerents, or both, be-
came strong among the people of the
United States, and it found vigorous ex-
pression in the newspapers and in con-
gress. Concurrent resolutions for the
recognition of Cuban belligerency passed
thes senate on February.28, 1896, and
went through the house by a large major-
ity, in _eaeh case, but President Cleve-
land_did@ not act on them. Recognition
sentiment -was still more pronounced ia
1897. Thinking that President McKin-
ley and the Republicans would take a
stronger position against Spain than
President Cleveland and the Democrats
held, Weyler made a supreme effort to
end the rebeilion before March 4, 1897.
Failing in this he was determined to put
it down before Décember, when the regm-
lar session of congress was to begin, but
he was baffled at every point. .

Resolved to carry the war into Afriea,
‘Weyler entered Santiago province, the
insurgents’ earliest fastmess, in June.
1897, with a strong force of infantry and
cavalry, but the rebels evaded his su-
perior force, harassed the country in his
rear and made a dash into Havana prov-
ince. Falling back in July Gomez laid
a trap to capture Weyler, but the latter

scaped. .\

‘Weyler’s Cuban career, however, was
near its end. Premier Canovas, who had
appointed him, - and who indorsed his
policy, including concentration and all its
atrocities, was assassinated on August
8, 1897, and the Sagasta Liberal minis-
try, which succeeded the Ceonservative
cabinet, in response to pressure from
President McKinley, removed Weyler.

He was recalled on October 2, and Blan-| J

co took his place in the latter end of the
month,

Under Blanco’s regime an attempt was
n}ude to return to the milder policy of
Campos, but it was not carried out.
Some of the rigors of the concentration
barbarity were abated, but very little
perceptible difference was made in the
actual condition of the people affected.
Deaths from starvation and disease con-
tinued at about the same rate as under
the Weyler administration. It is estimat-
ed that the mortality from these sources
along to the beginning of 1898 exceeded
200,000.

GIVE THE DEVIL HIS DUE.

To the Editor: In these days when
everyone is denouncing Spair and her
rule it is well to hear the other side of
the question. Most people think of Mex-
ico as a country slumbering in lethargy.
But to-day Mexico is the safest country
in America. Life, property and human
rights are as safe as with us in Can-
ada. There is now in Mexico no ham-
let of 100 Indians which has not its free
public school. In all high schools English
is a compulsory study. Nor are hospi-
tals an innovation in the country which
Lad better ones thiee centuries ago than
were in England. But a strictly mod-
ern hospital costing $250,000 is about
completed in Zacateeas. In the year
1803 the hospitals of the city of Mex-
ico had an aggregate of 1,100 beds. It
is safe to say that no other city in the
world with the population (then about
140,000) could match this and no city
approaches that to-day. In a few months
the city will own the most complete mod-
ern hospital in America ending as well
as she began. The Royal Hospital of
Mexico (for - Indians) was founded in
1553; it covered three and a half acres.
In the great epidemic of 1762, by crowd-
ing, it cared for 80.361, and is still opera-
tive. A new hospital on the French de-
tached plan with ‘35 buildings 50 feet
apart is approaching completion. It cost
5S00,000. Spain spent millions in edu-
cating her Mexican Indians to be citi-
zens, all and among them important scho-
lars, great engineers and sometimes pres-
idents of a republic. To grasp just how
much this means of contrast between the
methods of the noble Saxon and the bru-
tal Spaniard we need only fancy our-
selves erecting Tecumseh or Red Cloud
to be the President of the United States.
‘We might hunt up the churches we have
built for our Indians while Mexico was
building thousands; and we might pon-
der over the 250,000 Indians left of the
millions in the United States, while it is
a proved fact that the Indian population
not only of Mexico but of South Ameri-
ca is greater to-day than at the conquest
and much better off. Two-thirds of the
geographical names of the New World,
are of Spanish derivation. Their first
books issued in the New World weze
printed in Mexico dating from 1537. It
was 100 years later before New England
published a book ' (the Bay psalm
beok.) The progress of Mexizo
in the last twenty years under President
Diaz (himself of mixed Spanish and In-

So | dian blood) is marvellous. The multiply-

ipg of manufactures is going on at a
lively rate. _At the fall of Juanacatian
a 28,000 spindle cotton mill to employ
1,000 _hands is just ready for work. On
the Rio Blanco a $4,000,000 cotton mill
is bm}dmg and the greatest drainage
canal in the world is finished at the city
of Mexico. The new penitentiary is a
modern institution which has not its
equal in America. The director in his
office by a turn of the wrist locks and
unlocks every cell. As late as 1824
Humboldt declared: “No city in America
possesses scientific
great as those of the city of Mexico. No
other country ever did such a business
niEronde Metity o8 B patde
was 3 -of the
packers. Even the inferior trade with
Durango and New Mexico occupied 60,-
000 pack mules. From Vera to the
capital over wonderfully costly roads
(which ate up nevertheless 70,000 a
year) more thin ,000,000 worth of
gold was packed. eople have heard of
the overland pony express in the golden
days of California, or even now of the
pack trains in ‘the North, -but before
1800 there were regular monthly mails
the length of Spanish America from
Paraguay to San Francisco, a distance
of 5,800 miles. The seal of Spain is up-
on all things that she has ever touched.
To the thoughful few sidelights in his-
tory are more striking than the vital in-
dividuality of the Spaniard. Whatever
page he opemed in the new world he
wrote - across it his rasial autograph in
a hand so virile and characteristic that
neither time nor change can efface it.
Three and a half centuries of continuous
evolution have not availed to make that
rubrica illegible. He mastered every
country between the United States and
Cape Horn; there is no land in which
he ever sat down which does not to this
last day bear in its very marrow the
heritage of his religion, language and
social creed. How significant this is we
may better judge when we remember
that the Saxon, masterful though he is,
has never anywhere achieved these re-
sults. He has filled new lands with his
speech and his faith (or the lack of it)
but only by filling them up with his own
blood, never by changing the native. The
United States, for instance, is of his
h, but what Indian tribe evgr spoke
i'*.mglish? In the vastly greater area of
Spanish America every tribe speaks
Spanish and has done so for centuries.
J. MONTGOMERY MILLER.
Vietoria, June 5th, 1898,

5 g e e

TO PENE’I‘RATE ALASKA.

Raillroad Scheme Said to Obviate T¥ip Up
i the Yukon. ’

e

A large stock company, backed by Lor-
don, Berlin, Amsterdam and American
eapitalists, which represents a syndicate
controlling $25,000,000, has been incorpor-
ated under the laws of the state of Wash-
ington for the construction and operation
of a railroad to extend from a int on
one of the northern sounds aska to
the interior, a distance of 100 miles, When
the road is completed it will-net be neces-
sary for a passenger to be'transf
a sXeamer te a river bogt

“The cost of the road ¥ be’ abou
000, whlﬁz‘ is’ the capital stoek ott -&e éozl\}-
any. e general manager o e rail-
Ir,ond is E. A. Gardaer, formerly of Seattle,
whe made his first trip to Alaska 12 years
ugo, and been there constantly for the
past three years. Mr. Gardner recently
returned from London, where the syndicate
referred to decided to invest a fortune in
the Alaska rallroad.
l’l‘he stated [mtpot se tit tt%eo roullld l}; to
and passengers at a poin miles from
the mouth of the Yukon river. It will then
be ble to open the season four weeks
carlier and close it four weeks later. The
road, although controlled b, European
capital, will be a distinctly American en-
terprise, and will operate only on American
territory.—Portland Oregonian.

. The polling places throughout the prov-
ince for the coming general elections are
gublished in yesterday’s British Colum-

ia Gazette. For Victoria city it is the
Market hall. For South Victoria, the
gl::es are: Agricultural hall, South

nich; school house, Royal Oak; Tel-
mie school, Boleskine road; school house,
Cedar Hill read; Agricultural hall, Cad-
boro Bay road. For Esquimalt: School
house, uimalt; schoot house, Sooke:
hotel, Parson’s Bridge; school house;
Metchosin; E, Gordon's residence, Otter
Point, and J. Grierson’s residence; San:

uan.
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