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THE LESSON 0F THE PASSIQN
PLAY.

By GEORGE GOODWIN in London Magazine.)

LITTLE leaven - leaveneth
66 the whole lump.” So ran

my thoughts as I made

my way from the great
theatre of Ober-Ammergau to the
nouse of Anton Lang, who thls year
for the third time, ﬁ je role
f Christ.

The theatre had disgorged its six
thousand spectators, and’ the/ long,
straight street of the viﬂm\ was
thronged with a motley crowd drawn |
from all parts of the world. iThere ;
were English, there 'W" Americaus.
there were  Germans; French, Ital-
jans, and, flitting among the sombre
garments of the western world, I saw
the gorgeous robes of 1n_diap women ;
amongst the white facaes  these: of the
little yellow people of Nippon.

And so, as I made my .way to the
house of Anton Lang, ‘I ‘thought of
the little leaven that leaveneth the
whole lump. For here were peoples
" all nations and creeds, and they
nad been subjected to the leaven of
love divine as represented by this
tremendous pageant.
work upon them whén they ' were

world?

I took my question to Anton Lang.]}:

As I grasped the hand he held out
to me all thought: that (ke was. of; the
people with whom we had been so
recently in deadly conflict passed
from my mind.
man with the face and ‘head of the
traditional Christ as the great mas-
ters have loved to portray Him.
Here were the flowing hair and beard,
the straight, seneitive nose; the eyes
tull of trouble and softness.

I told him of the thought-that had
flashed through my“mind®#is 1 passed
along the crowded village street.

He smiled,
snd slender hand still smeared with

How would it
i111 1920 too depleted by the loss of |
scattered to the four corners of the‘-'

I saw befere me a’

the carmine paint frpm the scene:of
the Crucifixion, he said:

“You know that for four hundred
years our people have-given the Pas-
sion Play as. a gift to the Almighty
for deliverance—delivergnce from the
Black Death which devastated'these
parts in 1633?"

I nodded.

The: small, quaint]y-worded, official !
text-book had made me familiar with |

the history of the Passion Play
There: I had read how, “In the year

1633 the twelve Elders of the village;

with' their ‘whole community, made
solemn vow to represent the Passion
of the world’s Saviour every ten years
in grateful veneration of Him, and

.for edifying meditation.”

“Through the centuries our. people
have kept those vows, despite many
difficuties,” Lang continued. “Once
or twice the play was forbidden by
law. Then, several times the villagb
was inundated by floods; in 1817 a
great fire destroyed the Passion mu-
sic, and then, last and supreme evil
camé the Great War, and we were left

sixty-seven men, and too poor and
disorganised to produce the play.

“It has taken two years of hard
work to enable us to give the Passion
Play this year. But we have succeed-
ed, and we are supremely glad, be-
cause the war has given to our play
a new significance.”

“You 'mean that Ober-Ammergau
may be the leaven that leaveneth the
whole lump?”’ I asked.

Lang nodded.

“Perhaps. Our forefathers named
the play “The Great Sacrifice of
Reconcilation on Golgotha.”

He leaned across the little table so
that his long hair fell about his

and- extending: @ brown ¢shoulders, and he looked like a saint
"when he added:
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woundlotﬂl!m.

towdsth”

League of Nl.ﬂom. of the Interna-
tional, High  Court of Justice, of all

spectacle that had held six thousand
‘people of all creeds, of all niationali-
ties, for eight hours. And weighing
the one against the other, it:/seemed
not impossible that this Passion Play
might  well - Succeed where politieal
' measures have ever failed.

When I left, Lang gave me &
Christmas message for the readers
of the London Magazine. Here it is:

“At this holy season the commun-
ity ‘of Ober-Ammergau send - hearty
greeting to all' people, with the hope
that their Passion Play may prove.to
be, by reason of its deep and eternal
spiritual significance, instrumental in
healing the wounds of the Great War

'

by hate in the hearts of men. If we
contribute in- any measure to this
end, then are we indeed richly com-
pensated for our labors.”

The Passion Play of Ober-Ammer-
gau is two things: It is an unique
and very wonderful spiritual. experi-
ence, and it is a stupendous specta-
cle. It has been sald often -enough
that this play is the work of peas-
ants. As & matter of fact, this is not
gs0. These people are artists, crafts-
men, wood carvers, workers in ivory,
sculptors, painters, potters.

But they are more than that. They
are actors to a man. This play has
worked itself into their blood; it is
the great central fact about which
revolves the life of the community.
From earliest childhood the Ober-
Ammergauer is taught to aspire to
some part, however humble, in the
 play. The little children, even, are
]taught to lisp the beautiful words of
the text made by the 'village priest,
Joseph Alois Daisenberger. Tiny
tots are carried on to the great stage
in the scenes where it seems to the
spectator that he looks down upon
the teeming life of Jerusalem. There-
fore, it is not surprising that

i reconcile they, .., ohout the performance one is
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and in bridging over the gulf made
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the spiritual | ing of '
wotnds of hate that make Burope an | no other ins
arnédeump.nuconlddonommu down from
\ ’}a.nd ‘whose
Ithonuhtstthemehlnm of the spring from

natural piety. . g
The size of the theatre comu as a

theé - man-made: machinery for the | surprise. The stage is one of the
nveuion of the ‘scourge of war. And largest in the I
‘then 1 thought of the ‘tremendous | accommodates tﬂ: thonund lpecta

Pee ..r

“world. The theatre |
tors.

is-open to the sky,: ‘there stands “a
central stage: hni.d hy two ltrequ

7k aS

of Jerusalem, whilst'to the right add
16t are the mm otPﬂdoand An-

anias.

Here the dnma. un:olds ltult the | |
the ele-}§ -

exposed to the four | | carn m

winds of heaven. “The; story . opens i}

audfence protoeted
ments, the a&ors

with the entry of Chrlat into Jerusa-
lem; it ends in & paean of triumph
with the.Ascemsion:: Throughout, the
play follows:-the story of the Gospels.

No idea of the impressiveness of the
representation can be conveyed by
words. There is colour, there is
movement, with ever-changing har-
monious groupings of several: hun-
dred actors; there is Sweet and sim-

ple musie, reflecting the influence :of

Mozart. And always the two things
‘that amaze the spectator are the con-
summate ability with which the lead-
ing roles are performed, and the huge
scale of the whole production. It is
supremely beautiful, ‘supremely rev-
erent. 'For eight solid hours, with an
interval 'of two hours at middsy; the
audience is held.

I saw the Passion: Play on a day
of alternate sun and cloud, when .a
light breeze set in motion . the gor-
geous robes of the chorus, and moved
the branches of the palm-trees that
gave the thronged stage an air of
reality.

Throughout the day not one “sound
came from that vast -cosmopolitan
throng. It was as  though {it' had
ceased to exist as such,.as though it
had become identified with the - life
of Jerusalem, in whose sftreets and
houses ‘the great drama unfolded it-
self in the march of events towards
Golgotha.

It was no longer a play; it had be-
come reality. Christ, riding upon an
ass, did not come down a stage. He
rode into Jerusalem. There was no
tableaux of the Crucifixion; one saw
Christ crucified, saw the red blood
spurt from™ His pierced side. And
one saw the sublime truth of Christ’s
teaching, and the error of men.

Supremely: béautiful was Anton
Lang’s Christ. He is the Man of Sor-
rows bowed down with grief; a tired
and wistful Saviour. Through the
long day it seemed as though, from
sheer fatigue, he must collapse, and
during the tragic progress to Golgo-
tha, it appeared to be from real and
not simulated weakness - that -he
swooned beneath the weight of the
Cross.

“The scene of the Crucifixion 1is
one of painful beauty. It is set upon
the centre stage, upon which are
also staged many beautiful tableaux
from the Old Testament, and such
scenes as that of the Sanhedrin,
Gethsemane, the Last Supper.

Between two thieves hangs the Christ,
nailed and bleeding. About the foot
of the cross stand the mockers and
those who had conspired for His
death. “Show thy power, great Jew-
ish King!” cry Catilina and Agrippa.
And comes that mournful answer,
“Father, forgive them, for they know
not what they do.”

In this scene the Passion “Play
reaches the pinnacle of art. The ef-
fect upon ‘the audience is profound.
I have said that the Passion Play is
both an unique spiritual expérience
and a stupendous -dramatic spectacle.
Its spiritual value derives from the
spirituality of the players, for in this
play no man or woman may take
part who is not of unblemished char-
acter.

Even for the chorus .of forty, a
chorus which functions in a similar
way to that of the classic “Greek
tragedies, the singers must .pass a
jury of their own townsmen, so far
as personal virtue is comncerned;  be-
fore being permitted to take part.
For the first time in four hundred
years & married, woman has appear-
ed in the Passion Play. Marta Veit,
who played ‘the part of Mary, the
mother of -Jesus, is -a . married wc-
man. The wider view has now:been
taken, and it is condeded that ma-
ternity is no impediment to a part
calling for‘an ifterpretation ‘of the
deepest of all human luﬂoﬂu ard |
love.

Guido Mayr, as Judu, gtves an in-
tellectual performance of great orig-

inality; he is always Juda#; his eyes |

are consistently the eyeg .of_ the -be-
trayer. It is'a tour de force. Dlr-
.ing the off-years; when secular" phn
are produced ‘in. the :village, Gvkio
Mayr takes the part of tllc’oomedhn.

Melchior Bndltlunhr u#ohn,- i

Upon a vast prlnc!ptl mBo. whlch-'

members-of the Lang family.

are going

for new goos
hurry, so "‘f
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proﬁts We are not Ioolnng for proﬁts now, we

off all 1922 Stock, at any price, to make room
on the way. All old goods have to go, and goina

and get your share of MURPHY’S GOOD THINGS
ed prices, while this Sale lasts.

It has been alleged 'that the play
has become a source of wealth to the
people of Ober-Amemrgau. - I asked
Anton Lang as to this. He assured
me that far from making money, the
community is not yet out of debt for
this year’s production.
vappeared in the press that the Pope
has looked with disfavor upon the
Passion Play. When I mentioned this
to Anton Lang he brought to me, with

pardonable pride, a portrait of the’

Pope which had been carried by the
hand of‘a nuncio who came to wit-
rniess the play, and brought with him
the Papal blessing.

Again, it has been said that Ober-
Ammergau has become vulgarized.
The charm of the yillage itself, it is
true, has suffered. One sees on all
sides advertisement of /| American
papers, shops for the sale of souvenirs
and bureaus for the.changing of for-
eign money. And it all seems very
much out ‘of place.

Against this, there is the invincible
charm of the mountain village, with
its winding river, and quaint streets
of .pictorially decorated houses, its
Benedictine monks, and 1{ts long-
haired natives. It has resisted, as
has the Passion Play itself, all out-
side influences making for decay. My
last.impression of Ober-Ammergau is
of the village in the soft light of
evening, thronged with the peoples
of many nations. High above the
village. a peak stands out rugged
against the evening sky, its. summit
surmounted by a great cross of stone

which is silhouetted against the fail-
|

ing light.

And passing down the winding road .

which leads from Ober-Ammergau to
the plains of Bavaria, I turned the
matter over in my mind—the matter
.of the little leaven which leaveneth
the whole lump.

How many thousands, I wondered,
would be leaving that village. even
as I, taking with them to homes scat-
tered up and down the world a new
conception of the meamning of the
Great- Ideal:
will among men?

HEMORRHOIDS

not suffer another day with

Itching, Bleeding, or Protruding

" or Hemorrholds. No

cal opention required. Dr. Chase's

Ointment will relleve you at once and

afford lasting benefit. 60c a box; ail

dealers, or manson,  Bates & Co
Rdmited, Toronto. .Sample box free.

“First Footing”
at New Year.

The New Year’s observances in
Scotland were in ancient times prob-
ably very similar to those of Eng-
land; we haye, however, no trace of
the Wassail-bowl, save, perhaps, in
the “Net-pint” with which the maid-
ens of Edinburgh formerly paraded
the streets on New Year's Eve or
morning. The system of “first-
footing”’—the first to enter the house
of a friend or acquaintance on the
morning of the New Year, and present
the inmates with a glass out of &
bottle of whisky or other spirits,
which™is still practiced, though much
on the decline—is probably another
phase only of the Wassail Bowl. The
party- visited, as well” as the visitors,
produced ;their bottle, - cheese and
bread and: bun, and mutdal pledges
of health and happiness for the New
Year went' round. The practice of
“first: foeting” was chiefly confined
{ to youﬂxs, though they used fregfient-
1y to’ be accompsnied in thelr rounds
by ‘lheir sweetheartu

Reports have |

Ladies’ Winter
Made of heavy mati
close fitting collars.

Men’s

Children’s Coats.

Of Black Sealette, M1
out, with belt and p

SUITS

You can save money by taking ad-

Children’s ‘Veli'
and Cloth Coa

Lined throughout; to
6 years.

Each $1.

vantage of this Sale where prices
have been decisively lowered and
values are extraordinary. You'll
surely buy when you see how much
real value you can get for little mon-
ey. Prices range from

Ladies’ Jersey

Heavy fleece lined,

waist and knee.
Per Pair

$12.98 to' $24.98

Ladies’ Sweater

In buttoned ettect; )
Green, Navy and Blae

Ladies Pullover {
Tie Back Sweat

Each $2.

Dvercoats

Children’s Pullov:
Sweaters.

In White and Pink
White.

e

We've grouped all our
better Overcoats for men
at this low Xmas price.
Every garment is in good
style and worth a whole lot

Children’s White
Wool Suits.

Pullover Sweater,
legging to match.

more than our price.

Each$14.981017.98

Peace on Earth, Good-

Ladies’ Boots.

In Black and Tan, b
per heel, heavy leather

Per P

Quilt Cotton.

Small pieces, no piece to exceed
1-4 of a yard.

Per Pound 25c.

Men’s Hip Rubbers.

Red Ball.

Per Pair $4.98

Ladies’ Rubbers.

Storm or low cut, me

high heel.

Per P

Quilt Cotton.
In large floral pieces.

Per Pound 49c.

Men’s Knee Rubbers.
Good quality.

Per Pair $6.00

Men’s Heavy Weight

Blue Serge.

86 inches wide, medi

v

school dresses.

Per

will make up nicely ini@l

Flette Shirts.

‘Well made, double yoke, double
stitched, in light and dark shades.

Each $1.98
Men’s Khaki Shirts.

A good Shirt that wears
looks well and washes well.

Each $1.39

Men’s Winter Caps.

; With ear lap, lined throughout,
nice dark shades.

well,

Each $2.25

Children’s Legi

Fleece lined, butto
slastic at waist, in Blu
Grey aut} ‘White.

Ladies and
Children’s Overp

Fleece lined, fullne
puted by elastic at wa

Per Pair 98

Men’s Leather Mitts.
Fleece lined, knitted wrists.

Per Pair 98c.

Men’s Silk Ties.

A large assortment teo
from.

select

Each 49c.

Men’s Leath’er Gloves.
Per Pair 69c.

Boy’s Sweaters.

In pullover style, buttoned
shoulder, to fit from 2 to 12, in col-
ors of Brown and Navy

Each $1.49 to $1.98

Men’s Local Hose.
In White and Grey.

Per Pair 49c.

Boy’s Overcoats.

Well made of strong material,
lined throughout, with all roumd
belt, others with half belt.

Each $5.98 to $6.98

Men’s Local Mitts.
Per Pair 49c.

Suit Cases.
‘With strong lock and grip, some
with strap.

Each $2.49 to $3.98

Watches.
. Perfect - timekeepers.

Each $1.98

Crockery and Glassware.
Butter Dishes, Sugar Basins,

Cups and Saucers, Tea Pots, Sou-

venir Wine Glasses and J’ugs

One Day Alarm Clocks.
Each $1.98
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